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There are two versions of the 2019 Baker Street Almanac: the limited 
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LAWS OF DEMAND AND SUPPLY 
Ross E. Davies* 

will begin by explaining why the Green Bag is publishing a second almanac 
(the one you are reading now — the Baker Street Almanac) when we are 
already quite happy, and busy, with our first series (the Green Bag Alma-

nac & Reader). Then I will briefly sketch some of what we have (and have not) 
done in this volume, and what we hope to do in years to come. 

DEMAND 
Every year since 2006 we have published a Green Bag Almanac & Reader 

filled with two kinds of goodies: “exemplary legal writing from the year just 
passed” and “useful and entertaining tidbits for lawyers”1 From the start, the 
main idea behind combining the legal writing and the tidbits has been to 
create a publication that is both professionally instructive and distractingly 
interesting for a fairly wide range of readers: some come for the exemplary 
legal writing and stay for the useful and entertaining tidbits; others come for 
the useful and entertaining tidbits and stay for the exemplary legal writing. 
That approach required (and still requires) us to keep the distractions inter-
esting year after year by varying the flavors of our useful and entertaining 
tidbits. (The legal writing tends to take care of itself because there are so 
many excellent legal writers, and such a rainbow of legal matters, that we 
never know where the exemplars are going to come from or what they are 
going to be about.) And we have indeed varied the flavors. Themes of the 
Almanac & Reader have ranged from baseball to Shakespeare, from breakfast 
to Thomas Nast, from presidential elections to Sherlock Holmes.  

It is that last theme — Holmes the fictional detective (not Holmes the 
real-life essayist, nor his son the lawyer) — that has caused us trouble. We 
published a Holmes-themed Almanac & Reader in 2015. Reader response 
was so extraordinarily positive, and demands for a sequel so numerous and 
emphatic, that we violated our tradition of variation, postponed a planned 
whist-themed Almanac & Reader, and put out a second Holmes-themed 
edition in 2016. There was plenty of demand for a third round of Holmes, 
but enough was enough. In 2017 we published a long-planned Almanac & 
Reader tribute to Thurgood Marshall, and in 2018 we finally put out our 
whist book. In 2019 we have another new theme. In other words, we have 
moved on from the idea of another Holmes-themed Almanac & Reader. 
                                                                                                                            
* Ross Davies is a Green Bag editor. 
1 See, e.g., greenbag.org/green_bag_press/almanacs/almanacs.html. 

I 
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Which is not to say that we have been ignoring the wishes of our readers, 
many of whom continue to encourage us to generate more Sherlock Holmes 
stuff. (Our sense is that they are not a majority of our readers, but a substan-
tial minority — probably a few hundred.) We have included Holmes-
oriented stories and related work in our flagship journal (the Green Bag) and 
our experimental journal (the Journal of Law), in our new good-writing series 
(Re-readings), and in premiums we occasionally issue to our “Extravagant” 
subscribers. But that is getting to feel like a bit too much as well. All the pub-
lications I’ve mentioned have a law-and-variety orientation, not a law-and-
Holmes-and-variety orientation. Persistent use, even at a relatively low level, 
of the same spice in all the Green Bag’s dishes is not to our taste. And yet our 
readers clearly enjoy the material, and there are so very many opportunities 
to braid strands of law and Holmesian detective fiction in useful and enter-
taining ways. Ignoring those readers, and ignoring the possibilities in the 
material, is not to our taste either. 

Enter the Baker Street Almanac — our latest effort to strike a satisfactory 
balance. With it, we are moving away from putting a little bit of Sherlock 
Holmes into many of our legal publications and toward putting a little bit of 
law into an annual Holmes publication. We will see how that goes for us 
and for our readers. We are optimistic. 

SUPPLY 
And now some specifics about the Baker Street Almanac. This edition is 

not the first.2 In early 2018 we issued a small pamphlet to raise awareness of 
the project among prospective authors and readers.3 This edition is, however, 
the first big block of words, numbers, and pictures that typifies a conven-
tional almanac. But it is not yet an excellently conventional almanac, because 
it is strikingly incomplete for a publication that aspires — as this one does 
— to broad, deep, and even coverage of its subject area. 

On the subject area itself, we are already all the way home. We know 
what it is: documentation of the study and enjoyment of Sherlock Holmes 
and related characters, with a focus on creating year-by-year (and cumula-
tive) time capsules of material likely to be useful and entertaining both now 
and later.4 In each volume we will also sprinkle a few freestanding, one-off 
                                                                                                                            
2 Nor, for that matter, is it the first Holmes-oriented almanac. See, for example, Svend 
Petersen, A Sherlock Holmes Almanac 12-19 (1956; 2003) (revised and expanded by Carl 
William Thiel, Karen Murdock, Frank Darlington, Edwin Christenson, and George A. 
Vanderburgh). 
3 See greenbag.org/BSA/bsa.html. 
4 With some special attention to the law, of course, when opportunity knocks. 
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works of various sorts (listed under the “Commentaries, Histories, and Di-
versions” heading in the table of contents), but most of our attention will be 
on the thoughtful description of work done elsewhere. 

On breadth of coverage of that subject area, however, we are a long, long 
way from home. Consider the first big section near the front of this book, 
titled “Around the World in 2018.” It is the work of first-rate Sherlock 
Holmes experts from around the globe, each giving a year-in-review report 
on Holmes-related business in their home country or region. But there are 
obvious and serious holes — missing countries (China, Denmark, Iraq, Spain, 
and Switzerland, for example) and even continents (Africa and South Amer-
ica, obviously, and surely there should be at least a bit of relevant news from 
Antarctica too). So, while the reports we have here are quite well done, there 
are too few of them. We are looking out for opportunities to include more. 

On depth, we are in a similar situation. In the next big section, titled 
“Lists and Other Records,” we have barely started.5 Yes, there are excellent 
entries on several topics, from law (of course) to cosplay to elementary edu-
cation to numismatics to podcasting, and more. But again, there are many 
hard-to-miss gaps. Where is the coverage of theater and film, painting and 
singing, and all the other arts? Or the coverage of chronologies? Of journals 
and scholarship? Of food and drink?! I could go on and on. And then there 
are entries in which time-pressed authors have given us just enough to indi-
cate the areas in which they intend to report and write more deeply in the 
future. And so, again, while the reports we have are quite well done, there 
are too few. And again we hope to include more as the years pass.  

Finally and obviously, with so many gaps and dips, evenness is something 
we can only look forward to. 

So, this early Baker Street Almanac is much like the early installments of 
the Green Bag Almanac & Reader: maybe a good idea and maybe a good start, 
but with much to prove and a long way to go. Here’s hoping our new alma-
nac’s readers turn out to be as helpful in the near future as our old one’s were 
(and continue to be) in enlarging and improving the published product. 
Please send your criticisms and suggestions to editors@greenbag.org. 

Some enlargements and improvements are already underway. For example, 
one of the great publications that we seek to emulate — Wisden Cricketers’ 
Almanack,6 commonly called simply Wisden and commonly described as “the 
                                                                                                                            
5 The section sandwiched between “Around the World in 2018” and “Lists and Other 
Records” — titled “Scuttlebutt” — is sui generis, perfect, and complete because it is simply 
a compilation of monthly newsletters written by Peter Blau, the Schelling point of Sher-
lock Holmes scholarship and society. So, no hand-wringing is called for there. 
6 Wisden does three things in its annual brick of 1,500+ pages about the world of cricket: 
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Bible of Cricket” — has for more than 150 years featured a “Births and 
Deaths” biographical register of significant figures in the cricketing world. 
Linda and Terry Hunt are working on a similar register for the world of 
Sherlock Holmes. (Presumably the two registers will overlap in at least one 
place. Wisden lists “Conan Doyle Dr Sir Arthur Ignatius” and notes, “Creator 
of Sherlock Holmes; his only victim in first-class cricket was W.G. Grace.”7) 
Look for it in the 2020 Baker Street Almanac. 

Finally, there is the matter of getting the Baker Street Almanac into the 
hands of readers. Like the content of the book itself, production and distri-
bution are works in progress. Tinkering will happen. For now, though, the 
approach is pretty straightforward. The 2019 version takes two forms: 

• An online version of the 2019 Baker Street Almanac will be available for 
free at the Green Bag’s website (www.greenbag.org). 

• An ink-on-paper version — a limited edition, some copies of which 
may have a few accessories (packaged with the book or obtainable by 
solving puzzles or following instructions in and around the book8) — 
will be available for purchase, also at the Green Bag’s website. 

The two versions do have differences other than format and accessories, in-
cluding: (1) the ink-on-paper version is almost entirely in black-and-white, 
including all the photographs (there are many of them), while much of the 
online version is in color (including many of the photographs); (2) the ink-
on-paper version has a small number of extra pages; and (3) the covers are 
not the same. 

GRATITUDE, AND AN APPEAL 
Thank you for reading. We are sure you know some facts that we missed 

or mangled. Telling us (or telling an author directly) about them is the way 
to get them added or repaired for next year. So, please help us start a “Corre-
spondence” section in next year’s Baker Street Almanac: Let us know how we 
can do better and what else we should be doing. 

Ross E. Davies 
February 10, 2019 

                                                                                                                            
(1) it provides a compact, authoritative, and comprehensive summary of the long history 
of its subject area, (2) it delves in greater detail into the past year, and (3) it spices things 
up with some pictures and essays and the like. Perhaps someday the Baker Street Almanac 
will be doing as much for its subject area. 
7 Wisden Cricketers’ Almanack 2015 at 1452. 
8 The plan is to include a complete checklist of accessories associated with this year’s 
Baker Street Almanac somewhere in next year’s edition. 
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“PRETTY THINGS! FINE THINGS!” 
. . . AT THE LILLY LIBRARY 

Sue and Ben Vizoskie* 

significant Sherlockian event of 2018 was a conference held on the 
Bloomington, Indiana campus of Indiana University on October 5-7. 
“From Gillette to Brett V,” like its four previous incarnations, was 

organized by Mark Gagen and Steven Doyle (fig. 1) and focused on the 
Sherlock Holmes of stage, screen and radio. 

The first scheduled event of the conference was an exhibition at the Lilly 
Library (fig. 2) designed and mounted exclusively for the conference attendees. 
Sherlockians tend to have many and varied extra-Sherlockian interests, and 
the library staff had gathered many exquisite treasures from the Lilly’s diverse 
special collections that amazed, delighted, educated, and entertained. We 
hope the photographs on the next few pages will provide you with an inkling 
of the breadth and depth of the Lilly Library’s holdings.  

The Lilly Library had many significant items on permanent display. 
Among them were portraits of George Washington by Gilbert Stuart (fig. 3) 
and by Thomas Sully, a desk from the office of Abraham Lincoln (fig. 4), and 
select items from the Jerry Slocum Mechanical Puzzle Collection (fig. 6 and 7). 
On temporary display was a copy of Shakespeare’s First Folio (fig. 5). 

Two other temporary exhibitions were on view at the library. “Frankenstein 
200: The Birth, Life, and Resurrection of Mary Shelley’s Monster” celebrated 
the 200th anniversary of the publication of Frankenstein, and featured first 
editions of Frankenstein (fig. 8), other gothic novels and other works by Mary 
Shelley and her contemporaries, alongside recent adaptations of Frankenstein. 
The other exhibition, “Random Acts of Granfalloonery: The Art and Fiction 
of Kurt Vonnegut, Jr.,” showcased works by and about the author, a native 
of Indiana. Culled from the library’s Vonnegut Manuscript Collection, the 
exhibition included first pages of drafts from his novels, first editions of the 
novels, and cover art for many foreign editions (fig. 9).  

The items selected by the librarians to welcome Sherlockians to the col-
lections were often historically significant as well as unique. There was the 
letter sent to Thomas Jefferson by George Washington, enclosing a copy of 
the Acts of the First Congress (fig. 10). This copy of the Acts was opened to 
the page where Jefferson had written a correction (fig. 11) on what became the 
                                                                                                                            
* Sue and Ben Vizoskie have long served as officers of The Three Garridebs, in 
Westchester County, NY. Copyright 2019 Sue and Ben Vizoskie. All photos are by Ben 
Vizoskie with the permission of the Lilly Library, Indiana University, Bloomington, IN. 

A 
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Eighth Amendment to the Constitution. Another document from that era 
was a defense of the constitutionality of a national bank, written by Alexander 
Hamilton and submitted by him to George Washington (fig. 12). In addition, 
a first printing of the Declaration of Independence was on view (fig. 13). 

A one-of-a-kind curiosity — a recherché item if you prefer — was a lock 
of Edgar Allan Poe’s hair and the letter in which he enclosed it to Sarah 
Helen Whitman (fig. 14). In addition, there were significant items from the 
world of cinema: Darryl F. Zanuck’s personal copy of the script for the 1939 
film The Hound of the Baskervilles (fig. 15) and the Oscar awarded to John 
Ford for How Green Was My Valley (fig. 16). 

To enhance their experience, attendees were encouraged to interact with 
some of the displays. They could don white gloves to hold the Oscar, or work 
on bookbinding as demonstrated by Exhibition Assistant Jenny Mack (fig. 17), 
or attempt to solve some of the mechanical puzzles. 

A small (no pun intended) display of miniature books included several that 
were Sherlockian (fig. 18). Those exhibited were chosen from the library’s 
16,000 diminutive volumes.  

Several crime-related items contemporary to Sherlock Holmes were dis-
played. These included an early Newgate Calendar (fig. 19), a rare complete 
run of penny dreadfuls featuring the highwayman Dick Turpin (fig. 20), and 
other nineteenth-century publications.  

The exhibition also featured two Sherlockian manuscripts. Participants 
could handle the manuscript of “The Adventure of the Red Circle” (fig. 21) 
and observe that Sir Arthur Conan Doyle had changed the original title. 
The other manuscript was in a corner showcase (fig. 22) with a copy of the 
1887 Beeton’s Christmas Annual (fig. 23) and a bound volume of Strand mag-
azines opened to the page describing the events at the Reichenbach Falls. As 
explained in the Lilly’s description of this group of items, this final manu-
script, once described by David A. Randall, prominent Sherlockian and the 
first Lilly Librarian, as a “noble fragment,” was the first paragraph of the 
farewell note from Holmes to Watson, written in Sir Arthur Conan Doyle’s 
own hand (fig. 24). 

We would like to thank Joel Silver, Director, Erika Dowell, Associate 
Director, Rebecca Baumann, Head of Public Services, and the staff of the 
Lilly Library for all their efforts in creating an exceptional exhibition and 
providing us with a very special afternoon. 

We would also like to point out that the library makes its holdings avail-
able to all interested individuals for enjoyment and research. You can learn 
more about the Lilly Library and its rare books, manuscripts, and special 
collections at www.indiana.edu/~liblilly. 
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But unfortunately the power of accumulating knowledge 
and that of imparting it are two very different things, and 
the uninspired historian becomes merely the dignified 
compiler of an enlarged almanac.  

Arthur Conan Doyle,  
Through the Magic Door,  

Cassell’s Magazine, Aug. 1907 
 
 

Editors’ note: Ouch.  
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SHERLOCK IN AUSTRALIA 2018 
Bill Barnes* 

SHERLOCKIANS IN AUSTRALIA 
ustralia can plausibly lay claim to the world’s first Sherlockians. In 
1904 a group of gold miners spelt out the name of their mine in 
“dancing men” characters and sent a photo to Arthur Conan Doyle. 

The December 1903 edition (January 1904 colonial issue) of The Strand 
Magazine had carried the story “The Adventure of the Dancing Men” which 
had inspired the miners and their photo appeared in the August 1904 (U.K.) 
issue. 

It wasn’t until 1947 before any more known Sherlockian activity took 
place in Australia, when two teenage friends in Sydney, New South Wales 
wrote to a local newspaper about the idea of forming a Sherlock Holmes 
club. Five people attended the inaugural meeting and “The Red-Headed 
League” was formed. Alas, there wasn’t a second meeting, although both 
friends continued with their interest in the Canon. 

Sometime in the 1950’s, a university student in Melbourne, Victoria, 
thinking he was the only antipodean member of the Sherlock Holmes So-
ciety of London, formed a one-person Sherlockian society called “The 
Friends of Mary Fraser”. Meetings were rather short and lonely. 

The Press, Watson, is a most valuable institution, if you only know how to use 
it. And so it was that, again, a newspaper notice led to the formation of a 
Sherlockian group. This was in Adelaide, South Australia, where 12 enthu-
siasts gathered in 1978 to form “The Sherlock Holmes Society of Australia”. 
Their newsletter, News From The Diggings, contained many articles over the 
years on “the Australian connection” to the Canon. 

Gradually the word spread about this new group and its enthusiasm and 
efforts in promoting the Master Detective soon bore fruit, with “The Sher-
lock Holmes Society of Western Australia” being founded in 1983 in Perth, 
Western Australia. Their publication, The Western Flyer, graduated over the 
years from a simple newsletter to a lively journal. They remain the most ac-
tive society in Australia with six meetings scheduled a year interspersed with 
an equal number of informal catch-ups. 

When it became apparent that there were a number of Sydney-based 
members of The Sherlock Holmes Society of Australia, they got together 
and decided to form a local group. “The Sydney Passengers” was launched in  
 

                                                                                                                            
* Bill Barnes is the Captain of The Sydney Passengers. Copyright 2019 Bill Barnes. 

A 
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The Strand Magazine (August 1904, page 236): WHAT IS THE NAME OF THE 
MINE? Some miners in Australia have adapted the cipher of “The Dancing Men” given 
in the Sherlock Holmes story published in THE STRAND MAGAZINE for December, 
1903, and have spelt out the name of their mine as shown in the photograph. Can our 
readers give the name of the mine? — The photo was sent to Sir A. Conan Doyle, Un-
dershaw, Hindhead, Haslemere. From a Photo. by H. Grose. 
_______________________________________________________________________ 

1985 with four members and two associate members. At present, they are 
the most populous group with around 100 members and a thrice-yearly 
journal, The Passengers’ Log, which has been regarded by knowledgeable 
readers around the world as being one of the top four Sherlockian journals. 

By 1988, interest was also being awakened in other States, with “The 
Resident Patients” starting up in Toowoomba, Queensland. This society 
produced a journal called Panacea and each year ran an annual Silver Blaze 
Race Day at the local track, until they folded in 1996. Nineteen eighty-eight 
also saw the formation of “The Elementary Victorians” in Melbourne — 
they lasted until 2014. In the late 1980’s, with a number of societies now 
flourishing around the country, a national get-together seemed a logical 
step. It was held in the Canonically-correct town of Ballarat in 1990. Repre-
sentatives from societies in Adelaide, Melbourne and Sydney had a marvel-
ous time indulging in the usual Sherlockian pastimes of eating, drinking and 
talking over a wide range of Sherlockian subjects. After the success of this 
inaugural national meeting, further national events were held in Toowoom-
ba in 1994 and Sydney in 1995. Another short-lived group called “The Pri-
ory Students” met for one meeting in 1995 in Ipswich, Queensland. 

A second group formed in Melbourne in 1997 called “The Sherlock 
Holmes Society of Melbourne” which, amongst other things, holds an an-
nual “Mrs Hudson’s Canonical Cooking Competition” where members 
bring along dishes to share that they have created with relevance to one of 
the stories. Their newsletter, Victorian Holmes, describes these canonical cul-
inary masterpieces and Sherlockians in other states can only read about them 
and drool. 
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Australia boasted a branch of the Japan Sherlock Holmes Club for the 
years 2000-2002 when two members from Japan lived in Melbourne. 

In 2002, various unfortunate events caused The Sherlock Holmes Society 
of Australia to be dissolved. Sherlock Holmes turned 150 in January 2004 
and at a dinner in Adelaide to celebrate this occasion it was resolved to re-
form a society in that State — “The Sherlock Holmes Society of South Aus-
tralia”, which later adopted the secondary title of “The Unscrupulous Ras-
cals”. They have the fortunate knack of being able to regularly attract inter-
esting locals as guest speakers. 

Nowadays, the Sherlockian population in the groups in Perth, Sydney, 
Melbourne and Adelaide number around 185. There are strong communal 
links between the groups and cross-membership. The large distances be-
tween these locations mean that combined events are difficult but visits by 
individual Sherlockians and exchange of publications keeps the discourse 
active. 

SHERLOCKIAN ACTIVITY IN AUSTRALIA 2018 
Key: 
SP = The Sydney Passengers 
SHSWA = Sherlock Holmes Society of Western Australia 
SHSM = The Sherlock Holmes Society of Melbourne 
UR = The Unscrupulous Rascals (Sherlock Holmes Society of South Australia) 

Date Group Event Location Details 

06-Jan SHSWA Birthday 
BBQ Bash 

Member’s 
home 

The Empty House Shoot — solve a  
canonical puzzle and shoot the correct 
answer on the target. 

18-Feb UR Meeting Rob Roy Ho-
tel, Adelaide 

Group discussion on pastiches. Quiz on  
‘A Study in Scarlet’, Part 2, Ch. 2 & 3. 

25-Feb SHSWA Informal 
meeting 

Koko Black, 
Perth 

Fellowship and chat over tea/coffee. 

24-Mar UR/SP Visit by Bill 
Barnes (SP) 
to Adelaide 

Adelaide  
Central  
Market 

Informal get-together — Mark Chellew, 
Ross Philpot, Margaret Meyler, Bill 
Barnes. 

24-Mar SHSWA Meeting Member’s 
home 

Compare and contrast original story vs 
Granada TV episode: ‘The Greek  
Interpreter’. 

25-Mar SP Meeting Oxford Hotel, 
Drummoyne 

Robert Veld (SP) gave two talks: Early 
publications of ‘A Study in Scarlet’; and 
Adaptations of ‘A Study in Scarlet’ on film 
and TV, with video excerpts by Bill Barnes. 
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Date Group Event Location Details 

29-Apr SHSWA Informal 
meeting 

Chapels on 
Whatley, 
Maylands 

Fellowship and chat over tea/coffee. 

06-May SHSM Meeting Member’s 
home 

Annual “Mrs Hudson’s Canonical Cooking 
Competition” with theme ‘The Copper 
Beeches’. Winner was gingerbread characters 
(with annotations). Quiz on same story.  

20-May UR Meeting Rob Roy  
Hotel,  
Adelaide 

Attendees talked about their Top 5  
Canonical stories. Quiz on ‘A Study in 
Scarlet’, Part 2, Ch. 4 & 5. 

26-May SHSWA Meeting Member’s 
home 

Show and Tell — members bring along 
items of interest or tell about interesting 
recent experiences. 

27-May SP Meeting Oxford Hotel, 
Drummoyne 

The “Carole Dukes ‘Montpellier’ Award” for 
2017 was presented to Doug Elliott for his 
article on ACD and Spiritualism. Robert 
Veld (SP) gave a presentation on “When 
Sherlock Holmes Ruled the Airwaves” 
(radio adaptations from 1920’s on).  

24-Jun SHSWA Informal 
meeting 

Cranked, 
Leederville 

Fellowship and chat over tea/coffee. 

29-Jul SP Meeting Oxford Hotel, 
Drummoyne 

Annual Film Festival — Bill Barnes (SP) 
showed video excerpts of portrayals of Irene 
Adler from film and TV.  

19-Aug UR Meeting Rob Roy  
Hotel,  
Adelaide 

Mark Chellew (UR) gave a talk on the 
various women characters in the Canon. 
Quiz on A Study in Scarlet, Part 2, Ch. 6 
& 7. The annual “Art in the Blood Award” 
was given to the book “Sherlock Holmes: 
The Australian Casebook”. 

22-Aug UR Address to 
the Nor-
wood 
Combined 
Probus 
Club 

Norwood 
Town Hall 

Talk by Ross Philpot (UR) on ACD and 
his achievements; the canon’s 60 stories; 
and the activities of The Unscrupulous 
Rascals — 21 attendees.  

26-Aug SHSWA Informal 
meeting 

Brew Ha, 
Subiaco 

Fellowship and chat over tea/coffee. 

14-Oct SHSWA Meeting Miss Mauds, 
Perth 

Annual Maiwand Luncheon (deferred from 
July). The venue unfortunately did not 
allow for the customary presentation of the 
details of the famous Battle. 
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Date Group Event Location Details 

28-Oct SP Meeting Oxford Hotel, 
Drummoyne 

“Hallowe’en Horrors” — Philip Cornell 
(SP) gave a talk on horror elements in the 
Canon; Doug Elliott (SP) gave a presenta-
tion on horror and supernatural elements in 
ACD’s non-Holmes stories. 

28-Oct SHSWA Informal 
meeting 

Dome,  
Scarborough 

Fellowship and chat over tea/coffee. 

03-Nov SHSWA
/SP 

Visit by Bill 
Barnes (SP) 
to Perth 

Criterion 
Hotel, Perth 

Informal get-together — Damian Magee, 
Heather Magee, Fred Rutter, Carole  
Rutter, John Jackson, Martin Bloom, Bill 
Barnes. 

06-Nov SP Melbourne 
Cup  
(famous 
horse race) 

  Bill Barnes and Philip Cornell put out their 
annual tips based on (sometimes obscure) 
canonical connections to horse names, etc. 
This year they tipped the winner. 

17-Nov SHSM Meeting Melbourne 
Club,  
Melbourne 

Fourth Annual Sherlock Holmes Dinner. 
Talk by Michael Duke (SHSM) on “War 
and the Victoria Cross in the Canon”. 

19-Nov UR Meeting Rob Roy  
Hotel,  
Adelaide 

Local crime writer, David Kilner gave a talk 
on the history of crime fiction and its  
influence across all media. Quiz on ‘The 
Adventure of the Illustrious Client’. 

25-Nov SHSWA Meeting Austria Club, 
Orange Grove 

Annual Blue Carbuncle Lunch & AGM. 
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SHERLOCK IN CANADA 2018 
various authors — see each society’s report 

THE BOOTMAKERS OF TORONTO  
THE SHERLOCK HOLMES SOCIETY OF CANADA 

Barbara Rusch and Donny Zaldin* 

he Bootmakers of Toronto (The Sherlock Holmes Society of Canada) 
was founded in 1972 and is the oldest Sherlockian society in the coun-
try. Its name is based on the inscription inside Henry Baskerville’s 

boot (“Meyers, Toronto”) in The Hound of the Baskervilles, and its president is 
“Meyers.” All other Sherlockian societies in Canada are scion societies of the 
Bootmakers, including: the Bimetallic Question of Montreal; the Cesspudlians 
of London, Ontario; the Spence Munros of Halifax, Nova Scotia; the Stormy 
Petrels of British Columbia; the Stratford On Avon Sherlock Holmes Society 
of Stratford, Ontario; and the Wisteria Lodgers of Edmonton, Alberta. 
Website: www.torontobootmakers.com 
Journal: Canadian Holmes; Editors: Mark and JoAnn Alberstat  

(HalifaxSherlock@gmail.com) 
Address: Thelma Beam, Secretary (meyerstoronto@yahoo.ca), 3303-2045 

Lake Shore Blvd. W., Etobicoke, Ontario, Canada, M8V 2Z6 
Contacts: Mike Ranieri, Meyers (mranieri@rogers.com); Donny Zaldin, 

Consigliere (donaldzaldin@rogers.com) 

Date Event Location Description 

Jan 6 Sherlock Holmes 
Society of London  
Dinner 

Parliament 
Buildings, 
London,  
England 

Annual Dinner in the Members’ Dining 
Room in the House of Commons, attended 
by Bootmakers Peggy Perdue, Barbara  
Rusch, and Donny Zaldin 

Jan 10-
14 

BSI Sherlock 
Holmes  
Birthday  
Weekend 

New York, NY Gathering of Sherlockians, including ASH 
Dinner, Lecture, Gillette Luncheon, BSI 
Dinner, Gaslight Gala, Cocktail Party, Ball, 
etc., attended by 14 Bootmakers  

Jan 27 Blue Carbuncle 
Annual Awards 
Dinner  

Toronto  
banquet hall 

Dinner attended by 52 Bootmakers and 
guests, featuring mystery genre guest speaker, 
audience participation, and toasts 

                                                                                                                            
* Donny Zaldin and Barbara Rusch of The Bootmakers of Toronto authored this report. 
Copyright in their report belongs to The Bootmakers of Toronto (The Sherlock Holmes 
Society of Canada). 

T 
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Date Event Location Description 

Jan 28 Marlene Aig  
Memorial Brunch 

Toronto restau-
rant 

After party over breakfast/lunch, for local 
members and guests and out-of-towners to 
commemorate our late American member 
Marlene Aig 

Feb 24 Story Meeting #1 Toronto Public 
Library 

Featuring STOC, attended by 44 Bootmakers 
and guests 

Apr 7 Story Meeting #2 Toronto Public 
Library 

Featuring GLOR, attended by about 40 
Bootmakers and guests 

May 4 Speckled Band of 
Boston Annual 
Dinner Meeting 

Boston, MA Special Meeting of the 78-year-old society, 
The Speckled Band of Boston, inviting 
women for the very first time, attended by 
Bootmakers Fran Martin, Peggy Perdue, 
George Vanderburgh, Barbara Rusch, and 
Donny Zaldin 

Jun 9 Pub Night Toronto pub Informal meeting, with comestibles, potables 
and toasts 

Jun 8-9 Scintillation of 
Scions XI  
Symposium  

Baltimore, MD A weekend of Sherlockian erudition and 
camaraderie, sponsored by Watson’s Tin Box 
and attended by Bootmaker speakers,  
Barbara Rusch, and Donny Zaldin  

Jul 14 Silver Blaze Event Woodbine 
Race Track, 
Toronto 

31st consecutive annual horse race commem-
orating the eponymous prize thoroughbred, 
with buffet luncheon and full race card,  
attended by 57 Bootmakers and guests and 
featuring the Bootmakers-sponsored “Silver 
Blaze Race,” with photo op of presentation 
of SB trophy in the winner’s circle 

Aug 11-
12 

BSI Silver Blaze 
Race and Seminar 

Saratoga Race 
Course and 
Conference 
Venue,  
Albany, NY 

7th triennial (revived) BSI Silver Blaze Race 
and Seminar at Saratoga, attended by Boot-
makers Cliff and Doris Goldfarb, Hartley 
and Marilyn Nathan, Ed Van der Flaes, and 
speakers Barbara Rusch and Donny Zaldin 

Sep 08 Story Meeting #3 Toronto Public 
Library 

Featuring MUSG, attended by about 40 
Bootmakers and guests 

Oct 13 “The Hound of the 
Baskervilles” 

Shaw Festival, 
Niagara-on-
the-Lake, ON 

Bootmakers’ group outing to see theatrical 
adaption of 1902 ACD novel, The Hound of 
the Baskervilles, by R. Hamilton Wright and 
David Pichette (with a “twist” ending) 

Oct 17 Outreach with BSI 
scion, The Greek 
Interpreters of 
Athens, AL 

Athens, AL Illustrated PowerPoint presentation by  
Barbara Rusch, on Gothic and Sinister  
Elements in CREE 
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Date Event Location Description 

Oct 19 “The Uncanny 
Cases of Sherlock 
Holmes” 

Acton, ON Play, themed to Halloween 

Oct 27 Story Meeting #4 Toronto  
banquet hall 

Featuring REIG, attended by about 40  
Bootmakers and guests 

Oct 31 Prime Minister 
Justin Trudeau 

Ottawa, ON The Prime Minster of Canada dresses up as 
Sherlock Holmes for trick or treat 

Nov 3 “The Game’s 
Afoot,” or “Holmes 
for the Holidays” 

Milton, ON Dec 3, 1936 murder mystery play by Ken 
Ludwig, at Gillette Castle, calling on  
William Gillette to solve the case 

Nov 6 Outreach with The 
Bimetallic  
Question of  
Montreal 

Montreal, PQ Dinner of visiting BOTs Barbara Rusch and 
Donny Zaldin, with a small contingent of 
BMQs, including Susan Ruth Fitch and Paul 
Billette (Mrs. Hudson) 

Nov 23-
Dec 1 

“The Penultimate 
Problem of  
Sherlock Holmes” 

Ottawa, On A play featuring a séance, during which 
Holmes & Watson meet their maker, ACD, 
who threatens to write their “last” adventure 

Nov 24 “The Lost World” 
(latest restoration 
from 2016) 

Toronto, ON Special screening (in cooperation with the 
Bootmakers) of the 1925 silent film  
adaptation of ACD’s 1912 novel, at the 
Toronto Silent Film Festival 

Dec 1 Story Meeting #5, 
AGM 

Toronto Public 
Library 

Annual General Meeting, featuring CROO 
attended by 40± Bootmakers and guests 

THE BIMETALLIC QUESTION  
THE SIR ARTHUR CONAN DOYLE AND  

SHERLOCK HOLMES SOCIETY OF MONTREAL 
Susan Ruth Fitch* 

Founded in 1979, to become first Canadian scion society of the Bootmakers 
of Toronto 

Motto: Venatio Adest! 
Website: www.bimetallicquestion.org 
Address: Wilfrid de Freitas (wilfrid@defreitasbooks.com), P.O. Box 232, 

Westmount Station, Westmount, Quebec, Canada, H3Z 2T2 
Contacts: Wilfrid de Freitas, co-founder (wilfrid@defreitasbooks.com );  

Susan Fitch, archivist and webmaster (susanruthfitch@yahoo.ca) 
                                                                                                                            
* Susan Ruth Fitch of The Bimetallic Question authored this report. Copyright in her 
report belongs to The Bimetallic Question (The Sherlock Holmes Society of Montreal). 
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Date Event Location Description 

Jan 27 Bimetallic 
Question 
Annual 
Sherlock 
Holmes 
Birthday 
Dinner 

The Atwater Club 
3505 Atwater Ave, 
Montréal, Québec 
H3H 1Y2 

Formal dinner with special guest speaker 
Robert N. Wilkins, Montreal historian 
and freelance writer, attended by 53 
Bimetallic Question members and guests, 
and featuring live musical performances, 
a Sherlock Holmes playette, audience 
participation, and toasts. 

Feb 1 February 
Regular 
Meeting 

Westmount Public 
Library, 4574 Sher-
brooke Street West, 
Westmount, Québec 
H3Z 1G1 

Featuring toasts, Sherlockian and 
Doylean show and tell, and a monumen-
tally difficult quiz on The Musgrave 
Ritual, with light refreshments served, 
attended by 15. 

Apr 5 April  
Regular 
Meeting 

Westmount Public 
Library, 4574 Sher-
brooke Street West, 
Westmount, Québec 
H3Z 1G1 

Featuring toasts, Sherlockian and 
Doylean show and tell, and an exquisite-
ly challenging quiz on The Engineers 
Thumb, with light refreshments served, 
attended by 18. 

Jun 7 June Regular 
Meeting 

Westmount Public 
Library, 4574 Sher-
brooke Street West, 
Westmount, Québec 
H3Z 1G1 

Featuring toasts, Sherlockian and 
Doylean show and tell, and a dastardly 
difficult quiz on The Noble Bachelor, with 
light refreshments served, attended by 
20. 

Aug 2 August 
Regular 
Meeting 

Westmount Public 
Library, 4574 Sher-
brooke Street West, 
Westmount, Québec 
H3Z 1G1 

Featuring toasts, Sherlockian and 
Doylean show and tell, and a fiendishly 
difficult quiz on The Sign of Four, with 
light refreshments served, attended by 
14. 

Aug 11 Victorian 
Tea 

Member’s home 
residence, Dollard 
des Ormeaux,  
Québec 

Sumptuous homemade pastries and 
other traditional delicacies served on 
beautiful English bone china awaited all 
at this Victorian Tea hosted by Carol 
and Jacob Abramson in their residence, 
attended by 25 members and guests, 
many elegantly attired in period dress. 

Oct 4 October 
Regular 
Meeting 

Westmount Public 
Library, 4574 Sher-
brooke Street West, 
Westmount, Québec 
H3Z 1G1 

Featuring toasts, Sherlockian and 
Doylean show and tell, and a cunningly 
challenging quiz on, The Creeping Man, 
with light refreshments served, attended 
by 14. 

Dec 6 December 
Regular 
Meeting 

Westmount Public 
Library, 4574 Sher-
brooke Street West, 
Westmount, Québec 
H3Z 1G1 

Featuring toasts, Sherlockian and 
Doylean show and tell, and an unremit-
tingly challenging quiz on The Red  
Circle, with light refreshments served, 
attended by 16. 
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Date Event Location Description 

Ongoing Sherlock 
Holmes 
Escape 
Room 

The Ministry of 
Cricket and Other 
Homeless Sports 
1301 Rue Mazurette, 
Montréal Québec 
H4N 1G8 

Participants enter a recreation of the 
Victorian London Baker Street flat of 
Sherlock Holmes, where they are given 
one hour to solve the mystery of the 
disappearance of Holmes and Watson. 

Oct 24, 
2018 to 
Mar 31, 

2019 

War Flowers Chateau Ramezay 
Museum, Old  
Montreal, 280 
Notre-Dame East, 
Montréal, Québec 

Members return in ongoing visits to view 
these portraits of ten Canadians who 
were involved in the First World War. 
Their stories are movingly told featuring 
the pressed flowers they sent home to 
loved ones from overseas. 

Ongoing The Redpath 
Museum 

The Redpath  
Museum, McGill 
University,  
Downtown Campus 
859 Sherbrooke 
Street West,  
Montréal, Québec 

Where in Montreal can you find a fine 
specimen of a Lion’s Mane Jellyfish? On 
a Sherlock Holmes-themed tour of this 
amazing museum of ethnology, biology, 
paleontology, mineralogy and geology. 
Constructed in 1882, it is the oldest 
building in Canada built specifically to 
be a museum. 

Ongoing 
from 
May 
2018 

40 Years and 
Counting: The 
Bimetallic 
Question 
1979-2019 

Circulation of  
Bimetallic Question 
archive materials of 
Doylean, Sherlockian, 
and Victorian interest, 
via email 

The Bimetallic Question will be 40 years 
in existence in May 2019 — something 
to celebrate! Montreal members, as well 
as friends from other societies near and 
far, receive a weekly sharing of fascinating 
treasures from our archive via email, 
upon request. 

THE SPENCE MUNROS OF HALIFAX, NOVA SCOTIA 
Mark Alberstat* 

Website: www.facebook.com/pages/The-Spence-Munros/212957769636  
Address: 46 Kingston Crescent, Dartmouth, Nova Scotia, Canada, B3A 

2M2 
Email: HalifaxSherlock@gmail.com 
Contacts: Mark and JoAnn Alberstat (HalifaxSherlock@gmail.com) are the 

General Managers of the Society, and Editors of Canadian Holmes, the 
quarterly journal of The Bootmakers of Toronto (The Sherlock Holmes 
Society of Canada) 

                                                                                                                            
* Mark Alberstat of The Spence Munros authored this report. Copyright in his report 
belongs to The Spence Munros of Halifax, Nova Scotia. 
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Date Event Location Description 

Jan 14 Birthday Luncheon Opa Restaurant, 
Dartmouth 

164th Birthday luncheon for  
Sherlock Holmes 

Mar 11 Story Meeting Alderney Public 
Library 

Discussed The Sign of Four,  
Chapters 7-12 

May 6 Story Meeting  Spitfire Arms,  
Windsor 

Discussed “A Scandal in Bohemia” 

Jun 3 Movie Watching  Mark and JoAnn’s 
home in Dartmouth 

Watched The Great Mouse  
Detective 

Sep 8 Story Meeting  Member’s home in 
Prospect 

Discussed “The Adventure of the 
Red-Headed League” 

Nov 18 Story Meeting  Mark and JoAnn’s 
home in Dartmouth 

Discussed “A Case of Identity” 

THE STORMY PETRELS OF BRITISH COLUMBIA 
Fran Martin* 

Website: www.thestormypetrels.com 
President: Fran Martin (“The Consulting Detective”) 
Email: franziskah@shaw.ca 

Date Event Location Description 

Jan 6 Sherlock Holmes’  
Birthday Brunch 

Vancouver Brunch meeting 

Feb 6 Monthly Story Meeting Vancouver Study session 

Mar 6 Monthly Story Meeting Vancouver Study session 

Mar 12-18 Black Creek Pioneer  
Village 

Toronto, ON Pioneer museum visit — a miniature 
town is created for kids and adults 
to explore, find clues and solve case 

Mar 17 Master’s Dinner Vancouver Annual Formal Dinner 

22-Mar-18 Eve Lazarus presents 
Canada’s SH 

Vancouver Lecture about Inspector JFCB 
Vance, known as “Canada’s SH” 

Apr 3 Monthly Story Meeting Vancouver Study session 

May 1 Monthly Story Meeting Vancouver Study session 

                                                                                                                            
* Fran Martin of The Stormy Petrels authored this report. Copyright in her report be-
longs to The Stormy Petrels of British Columbia. 
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Date Event Location Description 

May 12-Jun 
16 

SH and the American 
Problem 

Calgary, AL Canadian premiere of play directed 
by Mark Bellamy 

May 19 SH and the Case of the 
Jersey Lily 

Ottawa, ON Play by Katie Forgette, community 
theatre Ottawa Little Theatre 

Aug 11-Oct 
27 

Hound of the Baskervilles Niagara-on-
the-Lake, ON 

Play by R. Hamilton Wright and 
David Pichette 

Aug 23-31 SH & The Curse of  
Moriarty 

Victoria, BC Play at the Langham Court Theatre 

Sep 6 Baskerville: A SH Mystery Kelowna, BC Play at the Many Hats Theatre 

Aug 12 Silver Blaze Event Surrey, BC Horse race and potluck 

Sep 29 Reichenbach Falls Wreath 
Dedication 

Squamish, BC Annual tribute at Shannon Falls, 
BC 

Sep 29 Bee Farm Visit Squamish, BC Apiary talk and lunch 

Oct 2 Monthly Story Meeting Vancouver Study session 

Oct 19 The Uncanny Cases of SH Halton Hills, 
ON 

Youth theatre 

Nov 1 Holmes for the Holidays Milton, ON A play that takes place at Gillette 
Castle 

Nov 2-Dec 
19 

SH and the Case of the 
Christmas Carol 

Rosebud, AL Christmas play 

Nov 3 4th Int’l Summit Mt. Vernon, 
WA 

Sherlock Holmes Groups of Pacific 
Northwest lunch and events 

Nov 6 Monthly Story Meeting Vancouver Study session 

Nov 23-
Dec 1 

The Penultimate Problem 
of SH 

Ottawa, ON Performance by Phoenix Players at 
The Gladstone Theatre 

Dec 4 Monthly Story Meeting Vancouver Study session and Christmas event 
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THE WISTERIA LODGERS 
THE SHERLOCK HOLMES SOCIETY OF EDMONTON, ALBERTA 

Constantine Kaoukakis* 

Website: sherlockholmesedmonton.com  
President: Constantine Kaoukakis (constantinusmagnus@yahoo.com) 
Contact: SherlockHolmesEdmonton@hotmail.com  

Date Event Location Description 

Jan 21  2nd Sherlock Holmes 
Birthday Dinner  

Edmonton Annual Dinner Party for Sherlock 
Holmes  

Feb 11 Society Meeting Edmonton Story: “The Mazarin Stone” 

Apr 11 Society Meeting Edmonton Story: “The Stockbroker’s Clerk” 

Jun 10 Society Meeting Edmonton Story: “The Cardboard Box” 

Aug 22 Play Edmonton Two Sherlock Holmes mysteries at 
the 2018 Fringe Festival 

Sep 16 Society Meeting Edmonton Story: “The Missing Three-Quarter” 

Oct 21 Society Meeting Edmonton Story: “The Adventure of the Red 
Circle” 

Nov 18 Society Meeting Edmonton Story: “The Blanched Soldier” 

Nov 25 Play Devon, AL “The Game’s Afoot” — a murder 
mystery set at William Gillette’s castle 
in December 1936 

 
 
 

                                                                                                                            
* Constantine Kaoukakis of The Wisteria Lodgers authored this report. Copyright in his 
report belongs to The Wisteria Lodgers (The Sherlock Holmes Society of Edmonton, 
Alberta). 
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SHERLOCK IN FRANCE 2018 
Fabienne Courouge* 

Editors’ note: We are pleased to have a report on several interesting and im-
pressive activities of the French Sherlockian community from Fabienne 
Courouge, the Paris-based editor of La gazette du 221B (gazette221b.com), 
who invites Sherlockians everywhere to join La Gazette’s Facebook group at 
www.facebook.com/groups/1816195815071577/. 

SHERLOCKIAN ACTIVITY IN FRANCE 2018 

Date Type Name Author 

since janv — on 
tour 

play Sherlock Holmes et le mystere de la 
vallée de Boscombe (Théâtre du 
Gymase, Théatre du Splendid, Festi-
val d’Avignon, etc.) 

Christophe Delort 

06-janv event Death of Yves-Charles Fercoq, one of 
the founders of Société Sherlock 
Holmes de France 

 

31-janv play Le cercle de Whitechapel Julien Lefevre 

12 févr magazine La gazette du 221b n°1 Fabienne Courouge 
et Helene Colin 

05-févr novel Retrouvailles à Strasbourg (Les 
enquêtes rhénanes) 

Roger Seiter 

12-févr novel Les Cinq Voyelles Viennoises: La 
quatrième aventure de Sherlock 
Holmes 

Abdesselam et 
Rabie Bougedrawi 

04-avr novel Le Club Des Mendiants Aristocrates Abdesselam et 
Rabie Bougedrawi 

11-avr novel Le meilleur ennemi de Sherlock 
Holmes 

Martine Ruzé-
Moens 

20-avr magazine La gazette du 221b n°2 Fabienne Courouge 
et Helene Colin 

30-avr game book La malédiction des Baskerville Gauthier Wendling 
et Guillame Romro 

03-mai novel Sherlock Holmes à Chamonix Pierre Charmoz 

                                                                                                                            
* Fabienne Courouge’s Sherlockian writings include a series of papers under the title Les 
Modernisations de Sherlock Holmes dans les films et les séries du XXIe siècle. 
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Date Type Name Author 

25 aout novel La petite chanteuse à la bougie Abdesselam 
Boudegrawi 

29-août comic Moriarty T01: Empire mécanique Fred Duval jean-
Pierre Pécau-
Scarlet-Stevan 
Subic 

since 01-sept in 
several cities 

giant game Sherlock Holmes géant dans la ville 
(La Rochelle, Poitiers, Tours, etc.) 

www.sherlockgeant.
fr 

15-sept magazine La gazette du 221B n°3 Fabienne Courouge 
et Helene Colin 

23-sep novel Le rituel des Shrewsbury Abdesselam 
Boudegrawi 

10-oct comic Sherlock Holmes society T05: les 
péchés du fils 

Sylvain Cordurier -
Alex Gonzalbo 

17-oct kids’ book Les 10 meilleures enquêtes de Sher-
lock Holmes 

Sandra Lebrun et 
Loïc Méhée 

07-nov comic Sherlock Holmes sociéty T06: le 
champs des possibles 

Sylvain Cordurier et 
Andrea Fattorie 

13-nov short movie Kerloc’h: une enquête en Gwen Ha 
Du 

Benoît J. Grémare 

23-nov comic Sherlock Holmes: sur les traces de 
Jack l’éventreur 

Ced 

4 déc YouTube 
channel 

Sher[UN]Locked — video Daniel Henocq 
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SHERLOCK IN GERMANY 2018 
Silvia Glücklich* 

here is a long tradition of Sherlock Holmes societies and clubs in 
Germany. During our research for the book The Adventures of Two 
British Gentlemen in Germany, we discovered that the first association 

was founded in 1903, in Erlangen to be exact. It was a students’ fraternity. 
Since then, many societies have come and gone. In 2010, Olaf Maurer and 
Nicole Glücklich decided to re-establish the Deutsche Sherlock-Holmes-
Gesellschaft (DSHG) (Sherlock Holmes Society of Germany) with the objec-
tive of reviving Germany’s Sherlockians.  

Today, the DSHG has approximately 600 regular members and around 
3,000 followers (“Irregulars” as we call them) on social media. Our society’s 
magazine is the Baker Street Chronicle, which is published every three 
months.  

Germany’s theatre groups love to perform Sherlock Holmes plays on 
stage, hence we are very busy with going to the theatre or attending readings 
and live performances of audio dramas throughout the year. In 2018, even 
two Sherlock Holmes musicals started, one in Cologne and the other one in 
Hamburg.  

Naturally, we organise special events for our members on a regular basis, 
such as our annually trip to Meiringen, in Switzerland, which is always a 
very popular event. In Meiringen, we are of course visiting the famous 
Reichenbach Falls and Rosenlaui, and also the small but wonderful Sherlock 
Holmes museum and the filming locations of Granada’s “The Final Prob-
lem” with Jeremy Brett. It often happens that members of other societies, 
from France for example, accompany us on our trips.  

(In May 2019, we are going to Feldkirch (Austria). Feldkirch is the vil-
lage where Arthur Conan Doyle spent one year at the Jesuit gymnasium 
Stella Matutina.) 

In November, we always have our official Christmas dinner. Usually the 
dinner takes place at a hotel that has a connection to Sherlock Holmes or 
Arthur Conan Doyle. In 2018, the dinner was at the hotel Steigenberger in 
Bad Homburg. We chose this hotel as it was the place where the famous 
motor race “The Prince Henry Tour” started in 1911. Arthur Conan Doyle 
was one of its participants.  

 
                                                                                                                            
* Silvia Glücklich serves on the board of directors of the Deutsche Sherlock-Holmes-
Gesellschaft. Copyright Silvia Glücklich. 

T 
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In May 2018, we released the second volume of our The Adventures of 
Two British Gentlemen in… book series. The second volume focuses on 
Sherlock Holmes’s connections and Arthur Conan Doyle’s travels to Ger-
many. (Currently, we are working on the third volume, which will focus on 
Austria.) 

The most important event, however, is the SherloCON, a Sherlock 
Holmes convention which takes place every other year. We initiated the 
SherloCON in 2012. The fourth and latest convention was in May 2018. 
The number of attendees has increased steadily and the SherloCON 2018 
was a great success. For three days, members of our society, Sherlock 
Holmes fans, and fans of crime fiction can enjoy various Sherlock Holmes 
events — such as lectures, readings, murder mystery dinners, live audio play 
performances, and scavenger hunts.  

In 2011, the DSHG launched the “Blue Carbuncle Award”. Every year, 
we recognize outstanding Sherlock Holmes publications, performances, au-
dio plays, and games. In 2018, the “Blue Carbuncle” award ceremony took 
place at the SherloCON. One of the winners in 2018 was Mattias Boström 
for his book From Holmes to Sherlock: The Story of the Men and Women Who 
Created an Icon.  

In 2017, we had the idea of organising Sherlock Holmes regular’s tables. 
This idea was very popular and in 2018 approximately 15 “Stammtische” (as 
they are called in German) took place in Dortmund, Thüringen, Stuttgart, 
and even in Vienna (Austria) and Basel (Switzerland). During those events, 
the participants enjoy a good meal and a good discussion about Sherlock 
Holmes. “Stammtische” are small but nice events and perfect opportunities 
to meet fellow-Sherlockians.  

Deutsche Sherlock-Holmes-Gesellschaft (DSHG) 
Website: www.deutsche-sherlock-holmes-gesellschaft.de  
Email: info@sherlock-holmes-gesellschaft.de 
Baker Street Chronicle: www.baker-street-chronicle.de 
SherloCON: www.sherlocon.info 
Board Members: Olaf Maurer, Nicole Glücklich, Silvia Glücklich 
Facebook: www.facebook.de/dtshges, www.facebook.de/BakerStreetChronicle 
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SHERLOCK IN GREAT BRITAIN 2018 
Editors’ note: Our organizing of reports about goings-on in Great Britain last 
year was not up to snuff, for which we apologize. We will do our best to do 
better next time. Despite our ineptitude, we do have a good deal of interesting 
news to share, due in large part to the generosity of Catherine Cooke and 
Roger Johnson of the Sherlock Holmes Society of London, for which and to 
whom we are most grateful. 

Jan. 6: The Sherlock Holmes Society of London: Annual Dinner — “The 
Stormy Petrel Supper” — with guest speaker Admiral The Right Honourable 
Lord West of Spithead, GCB DSC PC. 
Jan. 7: The Sherlock Holmes Society of London: Morning After — informal 
lunch and socialising at The Centre Page. 
Jan. 8-13: Sherlock Holmes and the Hooded Lance performed by Common 
Ground Theatre Company at The New Wolsey Studio, St George’s Street, 
Ipswich IP1 3NF. 
Mar. 22: Sherlock Holmes Society of London: Meeting at the National 
Liberal Club. The theme for the evening was “The Untold Cases,” in which 
members of the Society addressed Watson’s unpublished stories. The speak-
ers had five minutes each in which to present their arguments as to why the 
adventure should have been published 
Apr. 25-May 5: Sherlock Holmes, The Final Curtain, a new “thriller” written 
by Simon Reade and starring Robert Powell as Holmes and Liza Goddard as 
Mary Watson, premiered at the Theatre Royal Bath, followed by a UK tour. 
May 12: Sherlock and the Sign of Four, A Whodunnit Evening, at Alderholt 
Village Hall, Station Road, Alderholt, Dorset SP6 3RB. 
May 22: Portsmouth Museum: Andrew Lycett opened “You Don’t Know 
Sherlock Holmes Yet?” — a new exhibition supplementing the permanent 
“A Study in Sherlock” exhibition until May 2020, including a zone dedicated 
to children. 
May 24-27: The Sherlock Holmes Society of London: A Capital Return! 
mini-festival weekend, including: 

May 24: Annual general meeting followed by a performance by David 
Stuart Davies of The Game’s Afoot. 
May 25: A visit to The Postal Museum including a journey on the under-
ground Mail Rail. 
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May 26: A day at Undershaw, home of Stepping Stones School. 
May 27: Holmes in The City walking tour followed by lunch at The Centre 
Page pub. 

May 23-26: The Grayshott Stagers production of Leslie Bricusse’s West 
End musical, The Revenge of Sherlock Holmes, at Grayshott Village Hall.  
June 24: Sherlock Holmes Society of London: The annual Victorian Cricket 
Match — a delightful informal event, open to everyone, with good company 
and bring-your-own picnicking and seating — was played at the West 
Wycombe Cricket Club. Once again, the gentlemen of The Sherlock 
Holmes Society of London took on the “Gold Bats” of the PG Wodehouse 
Society, playing to 1895 rules. 
Sept. 16: Charles Augustus Magnussen’s futuristic house, which featured in 
Sherlock, was opened to the public for one day only from 2:00 to 6:00 pm. 
The 60-acre estate of Swinhay House in North Nibley, Gloucestershire, is 
owned by Sir David McMurtry, who does not reside there because his wife 
prefers more modest living. Visitors were given guided tours and permitted 
to wander in the grounds and gardens. 
Sept. 20: The Museum of Freemasonry, London: An exhibition entitled 
“The Bejewelled: Badges, Brotherhood and Identity” (which will run until 
August 24, 2019) opened with Sir Arthur Conan Doyle’s Freemasonry jewels 
among those on display. Hannah Furness’s article in the August 26 Sunday 
Telegraph quoted Mark Dennis, the curator, saying their collection is “prob-
ably the largest bodies of male jewellery anywhere.” Other jewels exhibited 
once belonged to Prince Albert Edward/Edward VII, Rudyard Kipling, and 
the Duke of Connaught. 
Oct. 12: The Sherlock Holmes Society of London: Richard Lancelyn Green 
Lecture — “Doctors, Detectives and Disasters: Conan Doyle’s Medicine and 
Conflicts” — delivered by Michael Crumplin at the National Liberal Club. 
The lecture looked at those aspects of Sir Arthur Conan Doyle’s life and 
writings which relate to military and medical history, as well as at events that 
were relevant during his writing career in both the military and, importantly, 
the medical field. Crumplin added that, “As a relatively uninformed individual 
with regard to the famous fictional detective and his medical companion, I 
feel that I should concentrate on some of the tumultuous events and people 
during the late 19th and early 20th century that clearly had an impact on, 
and influenced his writings and career. Finally, during this great centenary of 
remembrance I will say a little about medical issues of the Great War”. 
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Nov. 29: The Sherlock Holmes Society of London: Film evening (with the 
theme “Subtitles Provided”) at The Art Workers Guild, with viewings of the 
modern-day Japanese production Miss Sherlock and the 1923 silent version of 
The Sign of Four, starring Eille Norwood, making his final screen appearance 
as the master detective.  
Dec. 2-14: BBC Radio 4 broadcast two episodes of Mrs Hudson’s Radio 
Show — based on Barry and Bob Cryer’s popular book, Mrs Hudson’s Diaries 
— with the father-and-son writing team appearing as various characters, 
Patricia Hodge as Mrs. Hudson, and Miriam Margolyes as her friend Mrs 
Brayley. “Episode One: Rare Medium” was broadcast on December 2 at 
19:15, and repeated on BBC Radio 4 Extra on December 7 at 7:30, 17:30, 
and 22:00 and on December 8 at 5:30. “Episode Two: Wild Geese” was 
broadcast on December 9 at 19:15, and repeated on BBC Radio 4 Extra on 
December 14 at 7:30, 17:30, and 22:00, and on December 14 at 5:30. The 
show was recorded before a live audience at The Drill Hall, the Royal Acad-
emy of Dramatic Art’s studio theatre on the November 5. 
Dec. 18: The Hound of the Baskervilles, a comedy farce, begins a December-
January run (part of a longer tour that began in October) at the Drayton 
Arms Theatre, located above the pub at 153 Old Brompton Road in Lon-
don. Roger Johnson reports:  

I saw one of the first performances at The Drayton Arms and 
found it a comic delight, with pantomime chestnuts and “Carry 
On” vulgarities (nothing wrong with vulgar humour!). Oliver 
Hayes and Bibi Lucille (Sherlock Holmes and Dr Jane Watson) 
are likewise delightful. I was very pleased to have the chance of a 
brief chat with them — and astonished to be told that they had 
learned and rehearsed the play at very short notice. (Fortunately, 
it’s the sort of comedy in which a couple of fluffed lines and a dry 
seem as if they might be intentional. Addressing the prompter as 
“Mrs Hudson” was an excellent touch.) 
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SHERLOCK IN INDIA 2018 
Jayantika Ganguly* 

he Sherlock Holmes Society of India is an online community boast-
ing of about two hundred members. Membership is free and unre-
stricted by geographical constraints or any other restrictions, for that 

matter — except for the minimum requirement of an interest in Sherlock 
Holmes and/or all things Sherlockian/Holmesian; nothing else matters. 
(One of the interesting things about the society is that we largely use the 
terms “Sherlockian” and “Holmesian” interchangeably — though we do have 
a few distinguished members who frown at such blasphemy!) But we are a 
young society and we are much laxer about these things — though we do 
like to keep an eye on our international counterparts (and often drool in awe 
of their enthusiasm and activities)! We do have a really cool “brand image” 
(as we like to call it) that was designed especially for us by the celebrated 
Czech artist Petr Kopl. As the song goes, we “get by with a little help from 
my friends.” Actually, a lot. One only has to look at our e-magazines or dis-
cussion boards. 

2018 has not been a particularly eventful year for the Sherlock Holmes 
Society of India, or for Indian Sherlockians in general. We did stick to our 
schedule and release the summer and winter issues of Proceedings of the Pon-
dicherry Lodge — the bi-annual e-magazine of the Sherlock Holmes Society 
of India — on June 1, 2018 and December 1, 2018 respectively. The page-
count as well as the international Sherlockian scholarship remains impres-
sive. What was especially encouraging was that we had our youngest ever 
contributor to the e-magazine in the June issue — a boy of thirteen, who 
won our hearts with his Sherlockian essay! The annual meeting of the Sher-
lock Holmes Society of India remains suspended due to poor attendance, 
but we hope that we can resume our get-together in the future. (All issues of 
Proceedings of the Pondicherry Lodge can be read for free at www.sherlock 
holmessociety.in — that’s six years’ worth of Sherlockian goodness!) 

The online activities of the Sherlock Holmes Society of India — online 
discussions, Facebook, and the like — have remained moderate as well. 
Since vigorous discussions usually happen when there is something new and 
exciting in the Sherlockian world (like the advent of BBC Sherlock, which 
sparked discussions for years) — we did not have too much to discuss this 
year. Of course, the new season of Elementary and the new Japanese series 
                                                                                                                            
* Jayantika Ganguly is General Secretary and Editor of The Sherlock Holmes Society of 
India. Copyright 2019 Jayantika Ganguly. 
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Miss Sherlock were popular topics, but in general, the year has been quieter 
than usual. Even the eternally popular discussions about the Indian counter-
parts of Sherlock Holmes — notably, “Feluda” of Satyajit Ray and 
“Byomkesh Baksh” of Sharadindu Bandhopadhay — and Holmes’ influence 
on them, has been mellow. 

As the learned Founder-President of the Sherlock Holmes Society of In-
dia says, Holmes Mania is like sine waves; and 2018 clearly was not the crest 
. . . but it was probably not the trough, either. (Any further mathematical 
analysis is beyond my meagre capabilities . . . but we could possibly dig up 
some professors/mathematicians/physicists/engineers from amongst our 
members who would know better!) 

We do have some exciting things coming up, though. Towards the end 
of 2018, a group of Indian doctors decided to host a Sherlock Fan Fest in 
early 2019 (February 9, 2019) — but we will talk about that when we remi-
nisce about what happened in the Sherlockian world in India in 2019 next 
year — which, hopefully, shall be more eventful than this one. 
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SHERLOCK IN JAPAN 2018 
Yuichi Hirayama* 

he Japanese nationwide Sherlockian society, Japan Sherlock Holmes 
Club (JSHC) publishes its bulletin, The World of Holmes, once a year. 
According to the latest issue (volume 41), more than 670 members 

belong to JSHC now.  
There are two conventions each year, in the spring and fall. The 2018 

Spring Convention, attended by 101 members, was held on March 18 at 
Verk Yokosuka, Yokosuka city, Kanagawa. The Sherlock Holmes Award for 
2018 was presented to the Japanese edition of The Sherlock Holmes Book (San-
seido, amzn.to/2Rj1p7p) (by David Stuart Davies, translated by Masamichi 
Higurashi), and Meitantei Holmes Zensyu (Complete Works of Great Detective 
Holmes) (three volumes) (Sakuhinsya, amzn.to/2Rj2lZt amzn.to/2RpAOG8 
amzn.to/2AjCmHP) (translated by Minetaro Yamanaka, edited and anno-
tated by Yuichi Hirayama). The latter were children’s adaptations of the 
Canon more than sixty years ago, re-collected and reevaluated from a Sher-
lockian point of view. The Incentive Award for 2018 was presented to Pro-
ject SH. The best paper in The World of Holmes was “There was no Bruce-
Partington Plans,” by Keiji Miyamoto. The Fall Convention, attended by 41 
members, was held at Wakura hot springs, in Ishikawa. 

There are also monthly meetings in Tokyo. If you have a chance to visit 
Tokyo, and are interested in our activities, please contact us.  

In 2018, the largest topic in Japanese Sherlockiana was Miss Sherlock 
(amzn.to/2BGaugO). It was a short mystery series (eight episodes) made by 
Hulu, an international cable TV network. Sherlock is played by Yuko 
Takeuchi, Watson by Shihori Nukijiya. They are famous Japanese actresses. 
It is the second Japanese Sherlockian TV series broadcast abroad (the first 
one was an animation series, Sherlock Hound, by Hayao Miyazaki). Naohiko 
Kitahara, a member of JSHC, supported this drama as a Sherlockian expert. 
He put in many Sherlockian references (for example, names of shops and 
companies, etc.), but it is not possible to detect them unless you can read or 
listen in Japanese.  

Masako Komatsuki continues her translation of the Canon. In 2018, she 
published Sherlock Holmes Saigo No Aisatsu (His Last Bow) (Kadokawa-
syoten, amzn.to/2Afu57y). We Sherlockians in the non-English-speaking 
country are privileged to read many translations of the Canon. 
                                                                                                                            
* Yuichi Hirayama is “The Japanese Vase” in the Baker Street Irregulars. Copyright 2019 
Yuichi Hirayama. 
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Kitahara did some nice work on this aspect in 2018, collecting many vin-
tage translations in one volume, in Sherlock Holmes No Koten Jikencho (Classic 
Casebooks of Sherlock Holmes) (Ronso-sya, amzn.to/2EN7IKN). The earliest 
of those translations was TWIS in 1894, only three years after the original.  

As for Doyleana, Mikio Kawamura, a member of the Sherlock Holmes 
Society of London, published Hyoden Conan Doyle No Shinijitsu (Truth of 
Conan Doyle) (Kamkura Syunju-sha, amzn.to/2CxFBgm). 

Hiro and her Project SH (twitter.com/projectsh_info) present splendid 
original Sherlockian theater. Their second and third performances (Decem-
ber 2017 and September 2018) were highly esteemed by many members of 
JSHC. They plan to present two more plays in the near future. 
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SHERLOCK IN SWEDEN 2018 
Mattias Boström* 

he history of Sherlockian societies in Sweden started when the late 
Ted Bergman, BSI (1928-2017) founded the Solitary Cyclists of 
Sweden in 1963. It was a small group, initially mainly consisting of 

journalists and writers who had written about Sherlock Holmes in newspa-
pers or elsewhere from the 1930s to the 1960s. Bergman himself was a 
banker, and became an internationally known Sherlockian. For more than 
fifty years he was the most well-known and active Sherlockian in Sweden, 
and an inspiration for many generations to come. The Solitary Cyclists were 
growing a little during the 1960s, but since many of the members were el-
derly already at the beginning, the number of members diminished in the 
early 1970s, and the activities stopped around 1973. 

In 1979, a group of high-school boys in Stockholm felt that there was a 
need for a new Swedish Sherlockian society. Together they founded the 
Baskerville Hall Club of Sweden (BHC), which forty years later is the lead-
ing society here, with approximately ninety members from all over the coun-
try. The main activity of the BHC is the annual meeting, always held in 
January to celebrate the Master Detective’s birthday. In 2018, it was held on 
January 13. A number of Ted Bergman’s children and grandchildren were 
also present, specially invited to commemorate him, and also to see a side of 
his Sherlockian interest in which they hadn’t participated before and meet 
his friends from that world. 

Two other get-togethers were held in Stockholm in 2018 — afternoon 
tea on January 6 and a pub meeting on October 9 — which is less activity 
than in previous years. BHC doesn’t have any tradition of discussing specific 
stories in the Canon at its gatherings, but at the annual meetings there is 
often a short lecture, a quiz, or some other kind of entertainment by the 
members. A book auction — normally with very low prices — is also held at 
the annual meeting. 

For members living far away from Stockholm, contact with the BHC 
mainly consists of the four annual issues of the magazine The Moor. During 
2018, the magazine also started publishing original articles in English by 
prominent, foreign Sherlockians. The rest of the material is in Swedish. 

The BHC is led by Carolina Gómez Lagerlöf, and contact person is the 

                                                                                                                            
* Mattias Boström is the author of From Holmes to Sherlock: The Story of the Men and 
Women Who Created an Icon (2017), which Michael Dirda, BSI, called “the best account 
of Baker Street mania ever written. Really.” 

T 



SHERLOCK IN SWEDEN 2018 

2019   •   BAKER STREET ALMANAC   •   44 

secretary Anders Wiggström, who is also editor of The Moor. 
The other active Sherlockian society is a local one, Doctor Mortimer’s 

Correspondent (DMC), which is based in the university town Uppsala, 
north of Stockholm. It was founded in 2003 and the twenty-five members 
are all connected to Uppsala in some way, most of them living there. DMC 
has no publication, but instead it’s quite an active society. Many of the 
members dress up in Victorian clothes — well, maybe not Victorian, but 
pretty close — for the gatherings. The annual meeting was held on March 9, 
and on May 20 there was the yearly croquet tournament in the Uppsala bo-
tanical garden. Glen Miranker, BSI, visited Uppsala in early summer to-
gether with his wife Cathy and daughter Emily, who is also a member of the 
BSI, and DMC met them for dinner on June 19. There were lunches on 
January 28, April 22, and September 23, gatherings at the homes of differ-
ent members on October 14 and November 18, and a pub night on October 
28. The year ended with a Christmas dinner at the home of the Bylander 
family, with the celebration of DMC’s 15-year jubilee. Meetings often in-
clude a quiz on a story from the Canon. 

The President of DMC is Morgan Malm. 
Apart from the activities of the BHC and DMC, I have myself been 

quite active, since a revised edition of my book Från Holmes till Sherlock 
(From Holmes to Sherlock) was published in Sweden on September 26. I have 
given Holmes lectures in Stockholm, Gothenburg, and Lerum, in libraries 
and bookstores. 

A few other books with a Sherlockian connection were published in 
Swedish during 2018. Two stories for kids: Nancy Springer’s Enola Holmes 
och kidnappningsmysteriet (The Case of the Missing Marquess), and Sam 
Hearn’s Sherlock Holmes och den försvunna diamanten (Baker Street Academy: 
Sherlock Holmes and the Disappearing Diamond). And also a collection of 
brain teasers, lateral thinking puzzles, and logic problems: Dan Moore’s 
Sherlock Holmes samling med tankenötter (Sherlock Holmes’ Book of Conun-
drums). 
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SHERLOCK IN THE U.S.A. 2018 
Monica M. Schmidt* 

Editors’ note: Monica Schmidt has managed to put together an impressively 
interesting set of perspectives on exemplary American Sherlockian events, 
partly by giving us her own reports (she is remarkably mobile) and partly by 
lassoing correspondents from all across the United States to provide grist for 
her editorial mill. 

JANUARY 
BSI weekend — Monica M. Schmidt 

Sherlockians from all around the globe gathered for the annual five-day 
wall-to-wall celebration of Sherlockiana in New York City on January 10-
14, 2018. The “weekend” is bookended by Adventuresses of Sherlock 
Holmes events (ASH Wednesday and the ASH Sunday Brunch), with the 
invitation-only Baker Street Irregulars Dinner and the Gaslight Gala as the 
Friday night tent-poles. Flanking the Friday festivities was the Distin-
guished Lecture by Martin Edwards and the Baker Street Babes charity cos-
tumed ball on Thursday and the BSI Cocktail Reception and the Lost in 
New York with a Bunch of Sherlockians on Saturday. For the die-hard late-
night crowd every night ended at O’Lunney’s Times Square Pub, an Irish 
pub to which many Sherlockians flock for a cold beverage and warm cama-
raderie as they stayed until 2:21 a.m. to recite Vincent Starrett’s sonnet 
221B. Additionally, several other scions met for breakfasts, lunches, dinners, 
or cocktails — some open to all, others invitation-only.  

Norwegian Explorers’ Baker Street West dinner — Julie McKuras 

In 1948, five University of Minnesota faculty members — E.W. McDiar-
mid, Bryce Low Crawford, Jr., E.W. Ziebarth, Wallace Armstrong and 
Theodore Blegen — held the first meeting of the Norwegian Explorers on 
January 23, an evening with a temperature of 21 degrees below zero. In 
2018, we marked the 70th Anniversary of our scion society. On January 28, 
The Norwegian Explorers held their annual informal Baker Street West Dinner 
at Cooper’s Pub in St. Louis Park, where those who had made the trek to 
New York gave an overview of events. This year, the event was overseen by 
Tom Gottwalt, the new president of the Explorers, who succeeded Gary 
Thaden (who held the position for eleven years).  
                                                                                                                            
* Monica M. Schmidt is “Julia Stoner” in the Baker Street Irregulars. Copyright 2019 
Monica M. Schmidt. 
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FEBRUARY 
SOB Luncheon — Greg Ruby 

Twenty-five Sherlockians gathered on Saturday, February 3, for the first 
mob in 2018 of the Sherlockians of Baltimore at Sabatino’s, in Baltimore’s 
Little Italy. The program was kicked off by the SOB In Charge, Greg Ruby. 
After introductions, John Baesch offered up the day’s first toast, to Sherlock 
Holmes. Frank Mentzel toasted his alma mater and SOB investiture, City 
College. Over lunch, several of the attendees discussed the activities they 
participated in during the recent BSI Weekend in New York. Evelyn Her-
zog presented a paper on her involvement with other young ladies in picket-
ing the BSI Dinner 50 years earlier. Rachael Leventhal led a story discussion 
on “The Adventure of the Empty House,” and Dennis Dorsch provided the 
quiz for that story. Due to their participation in this meeting, those three 
folks were elevated to Certified SOBs and awarded investitures with Balti-
more-based themes. Herzog chose Etta Cone — a noted Baltimorean, who, 
with her sister, assembled a large collection of modern French art — as her 
investiture. Leventhal chose “Maryland Science Center” as she had fond 
memories of visiting there as a child and now enjoys taking her children 
there. Dorsch chose Theodore R. McKeldin, former Mayor of Baltimore 
and Governor of Maryland, as his investiture since he served as a 
speechwriter to the Mayor. A special reading of the Musgrave Ritual was 
done by the attendees, in the “Bawlmerese” accent. To conclude the meet-
ing, Herzog recited Vincent Starrett’s 221B. 

MARCH 
The Criterion Bar Association Dinner — Monica M. Schmidt 

The original co-ed Sherlockian scion in Chicago meets four times annually on 
an academic calendar. As this Sherlockian is strategically located only four 
hours’ drive from Chicago, it’s easy for me to attend one or two of their din-
ners each year. Gathered were about 30 Sherlockian patriarchs and matriarchs 
from the Chicago region keeping the memory green (both figuratively and 
literally) at this St. Patrick’s Day-themed meeting held at the Skokie location 
of Maggiano’s Little Italy. Local Sherlockian Ron Levitsky gave a fascinating 
presentation exploring Arthur Conan Doyle’s lineage as he grappled with 
the paradox of being a British imperialist with Irish roots. Good food and 
drink and excellent company made for a delightful evening. 
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Holmes, Doyle, and Friends 5 — Dan Andriacco 

“Holmes, Doyle, & Friends,” the annual program long known in the Sher-
lockian world simply as “the Dayton Symposium,” continued its comeback 
on March 9 and 10. A strong list of speakers attracted the largest attendance 
since the Agra Treasurers scion assumed sponsorship of the rebranded con-
ference in 2014. Speakers Ray Betzner, Donald E. Curtis, Jacquelynn Bost 
Morris, Mark Friedman, Monica Schmidt, Steven T. Doyle, Brent Morris, 
and Liese Sherwood-Fabre generated such feedback on evaluations as “loved 
all the presenters,” “uniformly good quality,” and “great variety of interesting 
speakers.” What was then called the “Sherlock Holmes/Arthur Conan 
Doyle Symposium” launched on the campus of Wright State University in 
1981. “Holmes, Doyle, & Friends: Six” will take place March 28 and 29, 
2019. For more information as it unfolds, go to www.agratreasurers.net/ 
holmes--doyle----friends.html. 

APRIL 
221B Con — Taylor Blumenberg 

221B Con 2018 was held at the Atlanta Airport Marriott in Atlanta, GA on 
April 13-14. Programming included discussion panels, writer’s workshops, 
costuming, karaoke, and a dance party. Featured guests included authors 
Nancy Springer and Lyndsay Faye as well as a performance by The Atlanta 
Radio Theater Company and live podcasts by The Baker Street Babes, The 
Three Patch Podcast, and Geek Vs. A charity auction was also held for the 
convention’s chosen charity, The Beacon Society, a group that promotes the 
teaching of Sherlock Holmes by providing grants to teachers and librarians 

140 Varieties of Tobacco Ash dinner — Vincent Wright 

The 140 Varieties of Tobacco Ash is a limited-membership club based in 
Central Indiana and consisting of members from all over the country. Meet-
ings are generally held in April or May and consist of an evening of privately-
banded cigars in a local cigar bar, alcohol of all types, and dinner in any one 
of a number of the finest restaurants in Indianapolis. With a light program, 
the gatherings make very few demands of its members except wearing the club 
tie and observing all rites and rituals (an exception to the tie rule is made for 
the female members). After-dinner happenings can include inducting new 
members, attendees entering their thoughts about the evening into the group’s 
journal, and the presentation of club-exclusive paraphernalia, including the 
highly sought after (but members-only) club pin. 
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MAY 
Hugo’s Companions Birthday dinner — Monica Schmidt 

There is a legend explaining exactly why Hugo’s Companions celebrates 
Holmes’s birthday in May, but the reasoning is far less important than the 
company that is kept. The gentlemen of Hugo’s Companions hosted their 
birthday dinner at Ridgemoor Country Club in Chicago and invited several 
men and women from across the Midwestern region to attend this annual 
birthday dinner. The current Sir Hugo, Al Shaw — invested in the BSI as 
“Sir Hugo Baskerville” earlier in the year — emceed the event as the guests 
enjoyed the multicourse dinner. Dan Andriacco was the guest speaker and 
discussed the fascinating topic of familiar plot tropes in the Canon. At the 
meeting, Andriacco was also the recipient of the Horace Harker Award, 
given to Sherlockians who keep the memory green through publication. 
Long-time Chicagoland Sherlockian David Humphries’s wife, Ruth, was 
named the Yeoman’s Daughter, the award given to the suffering spouse of a 
Sherlockian. 

The Speckled Band of Boston — James O’Leary 

The atmosphere of the dark, wood-paneled first floor of the Tavern Club, in 
an alley off Boylston Street opposite Boston Common, was especially elec-
tric this past May 4 as women’s suffrage finally reached the Speckled Band 
of Boston some 98 years after the passage of the 19th Amendment. The 
pre-dinner cocktails buzzed with a type of excitement I have rarely felt in my 
short tenure at the Band. Once up to the second-floor dining room, not sur-
prisingly more crowded than the usual packed-like-sardines feel, the dinner 
rituals — the Prayer for the Speckled Band of Boston, the Quiz, the singing 
of “We Never Mention Aunt Clara” — took on a freshness being introduced 
to so many newcomers. The Vichyssoise a la Vernet was to my liking; the 
Stake and Kidney Pie a la Martha Hudson, however, was not the kitchen’s 
best foot forward. Some traditions we honor, some we modify, some we 
might bid adieu. The menu, unchanged for 78 meetings . . . well let us say 
that a new cookbook sent in Mrs. Hudson’s direction would not be amiss. 

Watson’s Tin Box — Carla Coupe 

The Tin Box changes Gasogenes every year, and generally our meetings are 
casually chaotic. This evening we welcomed new attendees, and those coming 
to their second meeting were officially recognized as members of the Tin Box. 
After introductions, Al Armstrong gave the toast to The Woman, and 
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Jacquelynn Morris followed up with a toast to Her Gracious Majesty. Karen 
Wilson reprised the delightful musical toast to Violet Hunter that she gave 
at the spring meeting of the Sons of the Copper Beeches. Then, in honor of 
the evening’s story, we gave extemporaneous toasts to all the poor clients 
that Holmes did not save. Debbie Clark presented the Evidence Box for this 
evening’s tale: “The Five Orange Pips.” Paul Churchill, one of our founders, 
assembled an Evidence Box for each of the 60 canonical stories, and they 
contain items referred to in the story — many of which are “faux originals” 
or “the very one” — but all of which are fascinating. (We hope to upload 
photos of the box items to our website over the next few years, so everyone 
can enjoy them.) Dinner was served and eaten while we had a lively discussion 
of “The Five Orange Pips.” Then Nea Dodson gave a fascinating talk on the 
parallels between Holmes and science fiction fandoms in “Two Fandoms, 
Both Alike in Dignity.” She had also given this talk to the Red Circle, and 
you can read a copy at redcircledc.org/assets/files/Two%20Fandoms.pdf. 
We finished up with a quiz on the night’s story by Lynne Stephens, our 
Tantalus. Winners received a prize for their efforts. 

JUNE 
Scintillation of Scions XI — Karen Wilson 

On Saturday, June 9, 2018, “A Scintillation of Scions XI” took place at the 
BWI Sheraton Hotel in Linthicum Heights, Maryland. The brainchild of 
Jacquelynn Morris, ASH, BSI, Scintillation was helmed this year by Karen 
Wilson, ASH, and a team of dedicated volunteers from Watson’s Tin Box 
of Ellicott City, Maryland. Eighty were registered for the day-long sympo-
sium, which featured nine Sherlockian speakers whose talks combined 
scholarship and humor to cover a variety of topics. On the program were 
Beth Austin, ASH (“Sherlock Holmes: An Archetype”); Susan Bailey (“Well 
Up in Anatomy: The Dissecting Room at Barts”); Cath Bruhnke (“A Study 
in Squab”); Ross Davies, BSI (“The Adventure of the Ambulant Doctor”); 
Terry Hunt, BSI, ASH (“Calabash Pipe and Phrenology Bust: Two Non-
Canonical Sherlockian Icons”); Nick Martorelli, ASH, BSI (“Revision, My 
Dear Watson”); Barbara Rusch, BSI, ASH (“Live Long and Prosper: Leonard 
Nimoy and His Sherlockian Connections”); Monica Schmidt, ASH (“Watson’s 
Wagers: An Exploration into Problem Gambling”); and Donny Zaldin, 
BSI, ASH (“Investigating Investigating Women: Female Predecessors and 
Successors to Sherlock Holmes”). A pre-conference cocktail reception the 
night before, vendors’ tables, a raffle of Sherlockian novelties (50% of whose 
proceeds benefitted The House of Ruth Maryland, a local charity), a post-
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conference Holmesian movie night, and plenty of good Sherlockian socializ-
ing rounded out the weekend’s offerings. 

The Sub-Librarians Scion of the Baker Street Irregulars — Monica M. Schmidt 

Founded in 1967, The Sub-Librarians was the “brain-child” of John Bennett 
Shaw, who was a library trustee at the time. It is the oldest themed or pro-
fession-oriented society related to Sherlock Holmes, and its members include 
librarians, library staff members, and lovers of libraries who share an appre-
ciation for Sherlock Holmes. The annual meeting is held during the American 
Library Association’s annual conference and often includes an even less-formal 
dinner gathering with local Sherlockians or Sherlockian Scions afterward. 
The 2018 meeting (the 41st irregular meeting of the Sub-Librarians) was held 
at the ALA conference in beautiful and muggy New Orleans. George H. 
Scheetz oversaw the meeting and Monica Schmidt, ASH, gave the presen-
tation, “You have been on eBay, I Perceive: The Pathology of Sherlockian 
Collecting.” The meeting was followed by dinner and beverages at Mulate’s 
(the Original Cajun Restaurant), a New Orleans treasure.  

JULY 
The Three Garridebs [Westchester County, New York] — Troy Reynolds 

The Three Garridebs concluded their 45th year with their annual awards 
luncheon in July. At this event, there are no quizzes, games, show-and-tell, 
or discussions as there are at the regular meetings. Instead, the scion recog-
nizes the best toasts and papers from these meetings, awards certificates to 
the quiz winners, and presents additional honors. The theme for the previous 
year’s meetings was “espionage and foreign intrigue.” Greg Darak’s homage 
to the architect who designed the Foreign Office building in which “Tadpole” 
Phelps worked was deemed the best toast of the year. Paul Astle earned the 
award for best scholarly paper for his investigation of how the untrustworthy 
papers that Sherlock supplied to Von Bork affected naval warfare during 
WWI. Fran Schulz’s discussion of fascinators and women’s hats, which co-
incided with the most recent royal wedding, took home the award for best 
multimedia presentation. Troy Reynolds received the award for best humor-
ous paper for his theory on the Mrs. Hudson/Mrs. Turner conundrum. The 
Jan Stauber Rubber Goose Award is given for outstanding contribution to the 
festive spirit of the Blue Carbuncle Luncheon, the Garridebs’ other annual 
special meeting. Sue Vizoskie received the award for her seasonal tribute to 
Mrs. Hudson. And Lorraine and Tony Czarnecki were presented with a 
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letter of recognition from Queen Victoria for their significant involvement 
with the scion.  

In one of the most anticipated parts of the luncheon, two Garridebs re-
ceived their investitures: Fran Schulz as “A Twinkle of Amusement” and Bob 
Zatz as “The Penalty of the Law.” Two other prestigious awards were also 
presented. The William P. Schweickert Fellowship Award, given to an indi-
vidual exhibiting the qualities of Sherlockian fellowship and gentle(wo)-
manly conduct exemplified by Bill Schweickert, was presented to Margaret 
Fleesak. And in long overdue recognition, Ben Vizoskie received the Robert 
E. Thomalen Two-Shilling Award for “remarkable contributions to Sher-
lockian scholarship” and “tireless dedication to the continued well-being and 
growth of the Three Garridebs.” The meeting also marked the first full year 
of service for officers Will Walsh and Troy and Rebecca Reynolds, who 
joined veteran officers Ben and Sue Vizoskie and Dante Torrese as caretak-
ers of the scion. The luncheon concluded with an audio recording of the 
traditional closing poem “A Long Evening with Holmes,” recited by author, 
Bill Schweickert. 

AUGUST 
Holmes in the Heartland conference — Rob Nunn 

The Parallel Case of St. Louis hosted the first Holmes in the Heartland week-
end in St. Louis, Missouri August 10-12. Visitors from across the country 
met on Friday night for a tour of the National Blues Museum and dinner at 
Sugarfire BBQ, dubbed “The Blues Carbuncle and 221BBQ Night.”  

Saturday’s symposium, “A Curious Collection,” highlighted the newly 
inducted St. Louis Sherlock Holmes Research Collection, housed in the Rare 
Books and Manuscript Room of the St. Louis Public Library, a new and 
growing center for Sherlockian research. The day’s program began with talks 
from the research collection’s founders, Mary Schroeder, ASH, and Bill 
Cochran, BSI. Tim Johnson, curator of the Sherlock Holmes Collection at 
the University of Minnesota, gave the day’s keynote speech. Bill Mason, 
BSI, treated the audience to the history of puns, including the famous, 
“There’s no police like Holmes.” Tassy Hayden made her speaking debut, 
informing the crowd of the evolution of fingerprinting in detective work and 
the Scotland Yard detective who popularized the practice at the St. Louis 
World’s Fair in 1904. Brad Keefauver, BSI, ASH, proposed the theory of 
deep continuity and that many of the stories existed in parallel universes. 
Don Hobbs, BSI, ASH, shared many funny stories of the life of a maniac 
collector. The “Curious Collection” theme continued when there was a sur-
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prise appearance by Mark Twain! He talked about his life growing up in the 
heartland and how he tried his hand at detective fiction with “Tom Sawyer, 
Detective” and a Sherlockian tale, “A Double-Barreled Detective Story.” 
The presentations wrapped up with a demonstration of some of Holmes’s 
self-defense techniques.  

Locals and guests alike adjourned to a local Italian restaurant for some 
amazing food, drinks, and games. People mingled at the bar, conversation 
buzzed throughout the meal, and groups dove into their games of choice. 
Sherlock Holmes Tarot cards, 221B Master Detective, Cluedo, and Were-
wolf were all big hits at the gaming tables. 

Sunday included a tour of the Rare Book Room in the Becker Medical 
Library on the campus of Washington University, including displays relating 
to Victorian London, Arthur Conan Doyle’s medical college in Edinburgh, 
and a book written by Joseph Bell. The weekend wrapped up with an after-
noon tea at The London Tea Room, where finger sandwiches, scones, des-
serts, and of course, a wide selection of teas were enjoyed. 

BSI Silver Blaze in Saratoga — Lou and Candace Lewis 

Over 50 attendees gathered at the Silver Blaze Weekend at Saratoga — the 
usual culprits from Toronto and Indianapolis plus Arizona and even New 
York City and Boston. On Friday night, about 14 of us gathered for dinner 
at the Desmond Hotel — not far from the Albany airport and only a 25-
minute drive to the track.  

On Saturday, we were off to the race course. Races typically start at 
noon, so there was plenty of time to park and attack the sumptuous banquet 
that is part of the “At The Rail” experience. The service and betting both 
were housed adjacent to the track in an air-conditioned tent. This year the 
weather was mild and many of us wandered over to the finish line to root 
our choices home. We collected two dollars per person as a donation for a 
bet to be placed for The Watson Fund and once again the horse we desig-
nated “Silver Blaze”—because the horse was wearing the appropriate red and 
black — came through. As a result, we were able to make a substantial do-
nation to the Fund. Those of us who were still interested in more fine din-
ing toddled off to Jack’s Oyster House in Albany for dinner.  

The following morning, we gathered for brunch and talks — “It’s Ali-
mentary my dear Watson!” — at the Desmond Hotel and then were regaled 
by the wit and wisdom of five learned Sherlockians who held forth on com-
parisons between “Silver Blaze” and “The Crooked Man.”  
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SEPTEMBER 
The Red Circle of DC — Carla Coupe 

Our regular meeting room at the Hyatt Regency in Bethesda bustled with 
new and old members at a rare Saturday luncheon. Highlights of the pre-
lunch mingle were Denny Dobry’s tempting collection of Holmes-related 
books for sale and the much-coveted Red Circle pins that Tom Fahres was 
selling. After a tasty lunch, Peter Blau introduced Monica Schmidt, our 
guest speaker, whose topic was “You Have Been on eBay, I Perceive: The 
Pathology of Sherlockian Collecting.”  

Monica noted that when she first chose the subject, she wanted to ensure 
she handled the topic respectfully, because many Sherlockians are known for 
their collections — especially Peter. She defined the differences between 
collecting and hoarding. Briefly, collecting consists of seeking, locating, ac-
quiring, engraving, cataloging, displaying, storing, and maintaining items of 
interest to the collector. Hoarding is anxiety producing, resulting in disarray 
and embarrassment about entertaining or even just having people visit. Un-
fortunately, the capitalism and consumerism of our culture can encourage 
hoarding. Some anti-anxiety drugs can help hoarders, along with therapy and 
learned coping skills. The audience members were fascinated by Monica’s 
talk, and after she finished, asked many questions. Bev Wolov noted that 
one way to differentiate between collecting and hoarding is to ask: “Who is 
in control: you or the stuff?” Monica agreed, and explained that collecting 
follows a theme or rules of logic, while hoarding is indiscriminate, and often 
spills over to other areas of the person’s life. 

We all agreed that we and the Sherlockians we knew were collectors, not 
hoarders — much to several participants’ thinly veiled relief. Monica received 
kudos and a hearty round of applause for her interesting talk. Peter then took 
the podium and reminded members about upcoming activities, and after yet 
more questions for Monica, we wrapped up the September meeting.  

CCOBS’ Annual Medal Quiz — Jerry Kegley 

The Curious Collectors of Baker Street held their 26th Annual Canonical 
Medal Quiz the afternoon of Saturday, September 8, at the Robin Hood 
Pub in Sherman Oaks, CA. This year’s object of attention was “The Man 
with the Twisted Lip.” Coveted, one-of-a-kind prize medals in gold, silver, 
and bronze, created by the incomparable Maggie Schpak, BSI were once 
again at stake. The Tin Boxes (Co-Presidents Jerry Kegley, BSI & Chrys 
Kegley, BSI) brought the meeting to order and covered news and notes of a 
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Sherlockian nature with “Plugs & Dottles.” Elvin Lindholm was formally 
welcomed as a CCOBS member with the presentation of his membership 
certificate and society pin. An explanation of why each of the guests had 
been photographed doing their best twisted lip impersonation was provided. 
The Tin Boxes then led the gathering in a reciting of the Sherlockian 
Pledge of Allegiance, followed by a Canonical toast to Dr. Watson by Elvin 
Lindholm. The event’s guest speaker, Amanda Raymond, author of “Son Of 
Sherlock,” enlightened the meeting on her inspiration and process along 
with her further forays into the Sherlockian world. Carolyn Richardson 
toasted Sherlock Holmes, followed by Jeff Hart’s (BSI) tribute to “The 
Founder of the Feast,” Sir Arthur Conan Doyle. The anticipation was now 
over, as Aaron Rubin, the 2017 medal quiz winner stood to present this 
year’s exam. One by one the quiz-takers were eliminated until there were 
only three left standing. In the end, Jeff Hart edged out Beth Gallego, then 
Jerry Kegley, respectively to win the gold. The program continued with a 
screening of some Sherlockian silent shorts from the early days of cinema. 
After the votes had been counted, Chrys Kegley was determined to be the 
winner of the “Let’s Get Twisted Lip” picture contest. The event was ended 
with a recitation of the Musgrave Ritual by the assemblage. 

The Torists International, Sherlockian Society — Monica M. Schmidt 

Donald Izban, BSI, a Chicagoland patriarch in the Sherlockian community 
is a “sciontist” — he’s widely known for his creation of several scions, each 
serving a different purpose, over the past 35 years. The Torists International 
Sherlockian Society is the strongest representation of his work. The group 
meets quarterly on the 27th of March, June, September, and December — 
regardless of what day of the week upon which the 27th falls. The meeting 
is usually held at Ridgemoor Country Club in Chicago, which offers an ex-
cellent menu to complement the gorgeous view of the links, and includes an 
often thought-provoking presentation by one of the local Sherlockians. The 
September meeting had Al Shaw emceeing the event in lieu of the absent 
Vice President Philip Cunningham, BSI (whose wedding anniversary excuses 
him annually from this meeting). Don Izban presented on the topic of “Dr. 
Watson’s Italian Heritage.” Of course, Italian cuisine was served to go along 
with the theme.  

The Hounds of the Baskerville (sic) 76th anniversary dinner — Donald Terras 

Members of Hugo’s Companions were invited to the annual meeting of The 
Hounds of the Baskerville (sic), which was held at Baskerville Hall in Mag-
giano’s Restaurant on Chicago’s North Shore on September 28. The usual 
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cocktail hour was complemented by a Books Alive! Sherlockian book sale and 
signing with representatives from The Baker Street Irregulars Publications, 
Wessex Press, The Battered Tin Dispatch Box, Bonnie MacBird, and Master 
of the Hounds, Donald J. Terras, who also had his lighthouse history books 
available to illuminate this extravaganza. Master Terras talked about the 
Hound’s successful initiative to restore Vincent Starrett’s headstone in Chi-
cago’s Graceland Cemetery and the need to take care of a $349 shortfall. A 
motion by Gary Thaden that we take care of this right away was carried by 
long-time Hound Jerry Kaufmann who made a donation that covered the 
cost overrun. A Stand on the Terrace was held for Hound and Companion, 
Wayne Smida, and the Hound-centric toasts were proffered up, followed by 
a sumptuous dinner that was enjoyed by the 45 attendees. Featured speaker 
Bonnie MacBird discussed “Sherlock Holmes On Screen and On the Page.” 
David Harnois of Iowa, Ryan Lozano of Texas, and Bonnie MacBird were 
then inducted into the Hounds. The event ended with a superlative recita-
tion of 221B by longtime Companion and Hound David Humphrey.  

OCTOBER 
From Gillette to Brett V — Steven Doyle 

From Gillette to Brett V, sponsored by Wessex Press, was held on the campus 
of Indiana University, Bloomington October 5-7, 2018. Attendees enjoyed 
events over three days and three venues — all devoted to Sherlock Holmes 
on stage, screen, and radio — on the beautiful IU campus. 

The conference began on Friday afternoon with an exhibition of rare 
books at the Lilly Library. The Lilly has a significant collection of material 
related to Sherlock Holmes and Arthur Conan Doyle, but this exclusive ex-
hibition also featured an amazing array of books, manuscripts, and artifacts 
from literature, history, and entertainment. The Lilly is uniquely generous, 
and attendees marveled at being able to hold items ranging from Shake-
speare’s first folio to the manuscript of Holmes tale “The Red Circle.” 

That evening From Gillette to Brett V showed the first of three feature 
films — the 30th Anniversary Screening of Without a Clue in the state-of-
the-art IU Cinema. This was followed by a reception for all attendees in the 
Indiana Memorial Union. 

Saturday, October 6 started early in the Whittenberger Auditorium, the 
main location for speakers and presentations. Next door was a large dealers’ 
room featuring an array of vendors, as well as a Sherlockian Cinema Exhibi-
tion of costumes, props, and memorabilia. 
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The line-up of speakers was as impressive as their topics were varied.  
Nicolas Utechin kicked off the day with an entertaining look at the lasting 
impact that Sidney Paget’s Holmes illustrations have had on the casting of 
Sherlock Holmes. Ashley Polasek discussed how evolving technology and 
technique have changed through time in portraying Holmes on screen. Glen 
Miranker then introduced the second screening of the weekend — the “lost” 
German The Hound of the Baskervilles. The last silent Holmes film ever 
made, this film was thought lost for decades, and had never been screened in 
North America until it was rediscovered and restored. From Gillette to Brett 
V was only its second public exhibition in North America. Leslie S. Klinger 
discussed the landmark CBS television series Elementary, and screened his 
exclusive interview with series creator Robert Doherty. Terence Faherty 
showed Basil Rathbone’s lasting identification with Holmes did not origi-
nally come from film, but rather through his long-running radio series. 
Charles Prepolec discussed Peter Cushing’s first portrayal of Sherlock 
Holmes in Hammer Studio’s 1959 version of The Hound of the Baskervilles. 
David Stuart Davies shared his personal and moving memories of the great 
Jeremy Brett, playing excerpts from interviews over the span of Brett’s Sher-
lockian portrayal. Jeffrey Hatcher, playwright and screenwriter of two Sher-
lockian plays and the 2015 film Mr. Holmes, closed out the day’s talks with 
an entertaining account of this work on these projects. 

Saturday evening featured the final screening of the weekend, the 60th 
Anniversary Screening of Hammer Studio’s The Hound of the Baskervilles, 
again at the IU Cinema.  

Sunday featured the option to attend an exclusive matinee of Jeffrey 
Hatcher’s new play Holmes and Watson in Indianapolis, which marked the 
official end of a remarkable Sherlockian weekend. 

The Sons of the Copper Beeches — Monica M. Schmidt 

The Autumn 2018 meeting of the Copper Beeches was truly an event of 
note. In October 2017, the group invited its first class of women to attend 
the dinner and enjoy the Philadelphia Racquet Club’s take on black bean 
soup (it grows on you). After attending three meetings, new members can 
earn journeyman status if they survive the dreaded recitation of The Mus-
grave Ritual, overseen by Stephen Shalet. As the scion meets semiannually, 
this meeting offered the first opportunity for women to earn journeyman 
status. The largest class in history — 15 men and women — recited the ritual 
with enthusiasm and earned their journeyman status. In order to distinguish 
one’s self as a Master Copper Beech-Smith, one must have achieved jour-
neyman status and delivered a trifling monograph at a Sons meeting. There-
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fore, history was made once again as Headmastiff Robert Katz inducted Re-
becca Romney, Janice Fisher, Ashley Polasek, Victoria Robinson, and Karen 
Wilson as the newest Master Copper Beech-Smiths. Christopher Zordan 
gave the answers to a dastardly Sherlockian quiz that would have challenged 
even the most studious of scholars. Much port was consumed by all.  

The Denizens of the Bar of Gold — Greg Ruby 

Over 40 Sherlockians and guests gathered at the Cambridge Yacht Club on 
Saturday evening, October 27, 2018, for the 25th anniversary dinner of the 
Denizens of the Bar of Gold of Maryland’s Eastern Shore. Attendees came 
from Maryland, Virginia, Delaware, Pennsylvania, Indiana, and Iowa. Art 
Renkwitz, Gasogene of the Denizens, started the festivities by welcoming all 
and presenting membership certificates to first-time attendees. John Pforr, who 
presented the program at the first Denizens meeting in 1993, and Michael 
Whelan, Wiggins of the Baker Street Irregulars and a co-founder of the 
Denizens, both made brief comments. As the guests dined on filet mignon, 
broiled salmon, or chicken, a video montage was played highlighting memo-
ries from the past 25 years. 

Bradley Harper, author of A Knife in the Fog, was the evening’s featured 
presenter. The story “The Adventure of the Three Students” was the theme 
for the evening. Two quizzes (rookie and pro) on the story were prepared by 
John Knud-Hansen and Peter Howell, and were won by Kathy Harig and 
Debbie Clark. At each meeting, Alice Zalik creates a pillow on the evening’s 
story that is raffled off and is highly sought after. Monica Schmidt won the 
raffle for the pillow. The evening ended with readings of William C. Thomas’s 
The Beggar and William P. Schweickert’s A Long Evening with Holmes by 
John Knud-Hansen. 

NOVEMBER 
The Younger Stamfords meeting — Monica M. Schmidt 

The Younger Stamfords was founded by Dr. Richard (Dick) Caplan, BSI, 
in 1988, when I was a wee lass of 7. On a snowy winter’s night, 28 people 
arrived for the meeting, forecasting a healthy future for the group. Meetings 
usually occur on a Monday evening in May and November. The November 
2018 dinner marked the 30th anniversary for the organization — Dick re-
mains the beloved patriarch of The Stamfords and is active in the scion, but 
Monica Schmidt took over the presidency of the group in 2013. Gathered in 
the library room in Coralville, Iowa’s restaurant Vesta, the members shared 
libations, a meal, and some cake to celebrate the occasion. Al Dawson of-
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fered his traditional toast to Queen Victoria and Monica gave two toasts — 
one to founder Dick Caplan and another to the ever-suffering Sherlockian 
spouses (especially her husband, Bill). The evening’s entertainment was a radio 
play adaptation (by Edith Meiser) of The Musgrave Ritual. Stamfords mem-
bers, BJ Wagner, Mitch Thompson, Dick and Ellen Caplan, David Kelzenberg, 
Al Dawson, Monica Schmidt, and David Harnois (iamlostwithoutmyboswell 
.com/) performed to the delight of the crowd.  

Saturday with Sherlock Homes at the Pratt — Beth Austin 

Saturdays with Sherlock Holmes at the Enoch Pratt Free Library in Balti-
more, Maryland began in 1980. The program was founded by Phil Sherman, 
Sherlockian extraordinaire, dedicated to “keeping green the memory of the 
Master.” The program was originally a full weekend of talks, movies, and 
Sherlockian socializing. This has been pared down over the years in response 
to interest levels changing so that now it is a Saturday morning with Sher-
lock Holmes and is strictly talks presented by knowledgeable and interesting 
speakers. Each program is created with an overarching theme, “My Favorite 
Sherlock Holmes Story,” “Romance in the Canon,” “Friends and Foes of 
Sherlock Holmes,” “Yes, but is it Literature?” “Is there a Doctor in the 
House?” “Why is Sherlock Holmes Still Relevant” are a few of the topics 
over the years. This coming year we will look at the 20 rules for writing de-
tective fiction and see if Doyle fits the mold. 

The Crew of the Barque Lone Star Seminars — Steve Mason 

In November 2018, the Crew of the Barque Lone Star (the Dallas-Fort Worth 
scion society) conducted two seminars for the general public to attend and 
learn more about Sherlock Holmes. The first meeting was held at one of the 
Dallas public libraries and included sessions on: Arthur Conan Doyle and 
the creation of Sherlock Holmes; the Golden Age of Sherlock Holmes 
(movies, TV shows, pastiches); and Modern Interpretations on Sherlock 
Holmes (anime, cartoons, comic books). Several members of the public, as 
well as many members of our society, attended the seminar. 

The second meeting was conducted at the Allen Public library, and was 
entitled “Sherlock Holmes on Stage, Film, Radio, and Television.” Members 
of our society conducted sessions on: Variations on Doctor Watson; Sherlock 
Holmes on stage; Holmes on radio; an original Holmes radio play, written by 
Gayle Puhl; Holmes in film; the Basil Rathbone movies; Holmes’ animations; 
Holmes on television; and we ended with a Sherlock Holmes mystery game, 
devised by Brenda Hutchison. All the attendees enjoyed the presentations.  
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We have picked up a few more members to our society who attended one 
of the seminars. 

The Ribston-Pippins dinner — Regina Stinson 

The Ribston-Pippin Sherlockian Society of Royal Oak Michigan celebrated 
its 30th anniversary at the Casa Real Mexican Restaurant in Madison Heights 
on November 17, 2018. Thirty years of hijinks featuring treasure hunts, 
plays, movies, picnics, and general Sherlockian scholarship. Our Gasogene 
and founder, Regina Stinson, presented a film review of the many movies 
featuring different Holmes portrayers. She will give this presentation at the 
Dayton Symposium on March 30, 2019. Our Tantalus, Sam Stinson, ex-
pounded about how Holmes survived his fall into Reichenbach falls using a 
bungee cord. The Pippins tumbled out of Casa Real into the chill autumn 
evening, well fed and eagerly looking forward to the next thirty years. 

DECEMBER 
The Tankerville Club meeting — Dan Andriacco 

A little south of Dayton, the Tankerville Club of Cincinnati learned about 
“Arthur Conan Doyle in Cincinnati” when local historian Jeff Suess spoke at 
the autumn meeting on December 7. ACD visited the Queen City in 1894 
and 1923. A headline in The Cincinnati Enquirer during the 1894 visit report-
ed: “Conan Doyle Does Not Seem to Be Infatuated with Ear Corn.” (But he 
did like sweet potatoes.) The meeting also featured a quiz and a discussion 
of “A Scandal in Bohemia,” followed by an audio mash-up of multiple per-
formers saying “Good-night, Mr. Sherlock Holmes” in various productions 
from early radio to the Granada series. The production was created by R. 
Joel Senter, Sr. in 1996 to celebrate Barbara Herbert’s turn as “the Woman” 
at the annual BSI dinner in New York. Barbara, who introduced the CD at 
the meeting, remains forever “the Woman” of the Tankerville Club. Her 
husband, Paul Herbert, BSI, founded the club in 1977. He and Dr. Senter 
both passed beyond the Reichenbach in 2018. Barbara generously donated 
some of Paul’s Sherlockiana to be auctioned off for the benefit of the club, 
another highlight of the autumn meeting. For more about the Tankerville 
Club, write to Dan Andriacco, Most Scandalous Member, at tankervilleclub 
@gmail.com.  
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The Norwegian Explorers’ Annual Dinner — Julie McKuras 

The Explorers Annual Dinner with our customary British buffet was held on 
December 6 at the Minneapolis Golf Club. The traditional program included 
an invocation, toasts, a short business meeting which included an election 
and a donation from the group to the Sherlock Holmes Collections, Robert 
Brusic’s “Captions Courageous” and Canonical Christmas Carols, and Phil 
Bergem’s presentation “Sherlockian Rambles.” This year’s Norwegian Ex-
plorers 2018 Christmas Annual was the 17th published by our society with 
creative stories, essays, and artwork done entirely by our membership. The 
Annual is distributed at our annual dinner and at the New York dinners 
held for the BSI and “The Woman.” Sigerson Awards were presented to 
those who contributed to this latest publication edited by Phil Bergem and 
Ray Riethmeier. We spent a lovely long evening with Holmes. We welcomed 
new members, connected with the son of a woman who belonged to the 
group in the early 1950s, and thankfully had no Stands upon the Terrace for 
any of our members. 

The Wizard of Iz Sherlockian Brunch Club — Monica M. Schmidt 

A close-knit group of about 20 Chicagoland Sherlockians gathered at Kappy’s 
American Grill on December 8, 2018 for the final Wizards of Iz Sherlockian 
Brunch Club meeting run by Donald J. Izban, BSI, before he hands over 
reins to local Sherlockian matriarch, Brenda Rossini. Unlike most Sherlockian 
events, this brunch has minimal Sherlockian agenda — it’s mostly an excuse 
for local Sherlockians to break bread with one another on the second Saturday 
of the month in between the other more structured scion events. It was 
business as usual despite the transition of leadership. In the monthly invita-
tion, there is a Sherlockian quiz that must be returned via post and the win-
ners get to pick from a pool of Holmesian prizes. For this brunch, Dino Argy-
ropoulos and Monica Schmidt tied for the most correct answers — Monica 
won a pair of binoculars and Dino a copy of one of Dan Andriacco’s books 
(with the intent to have it signed at the 2019 Holmes, Doyle, and Friends 
conference). The brunch ended with Beau Meskan and his wife gifting each 
attendee holiday packages of white chocolate bark (yum!), everybody wishing 
each other the compliments of the season, and promises for everybody to keep 
in touch between then and the next Sherlockian event in the Chicagoland.  
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IS IT DISCREET? IS IT RIGHT? 
“THE ADVENTURE OF CHARLES AUGUSTUS MILVERTON” 

IN THE POST-#METOO ERA 

Lyndsay Faye 

ew villains in the Sherlock Holmes Canon inspire heartier revulsion than 
Charles Augustus Milverton — not merely on the part of the reader of 
Dr. John Watson’s accounts, but that of the Great Detective himself. 

To provide a bit of contrast: when Holmes speaks of Professor James Moriarty, 
his tone is often one of reluctant admiration, if not downright regret over his 
arch-rival’s otherwise unlamented demise. While Watson chides his friend 
that few of the law-abiding citizens of London would agree a criminal mas-
termind should be missed overmuch, he also comprehends that Holmes’s 
intellectual needs are voracious, insatiable, but never malicious. Despite his 
legendary ego, Holmes can’t be expected to solve every crime in London; 
and barring that possibility, he devotes himself single-mindedly to solving 
only the most grotesque and challenging conundrums. Moriarty’s combina-
tion of brilliance and amorality provided Holmes with as much of a service 
as he did a problem, no matter how much Watson might rue admitting it. 

Not so with Milverton. When one contrasts this attitude of nostalgia for 
the good old days against Holmes’s utterly repulsed demeanor towards the 
Master Blackmailer, one quickly sees how deeply our hero despises the crim-
inal he characterizes as the worst man in London. And when he explains 
that there can be no comparison between “the ruffian, who in hot blood 
bludgeons his mate, with this man, who methodically and at his leisure tor-
tures the soul,” it is difficult to summon any counter-argument. Considering 
the facts that Milverton preys on women guilty of mere possession of a sex 
drive — or still worse, an open and trusting nature — and that his entire 
livelihood is based on ruining them, the urgency Holmes feels over his de-
struction becomes not only understandable, but chivalrous and in large degree 
unselfish. Remember that Holmes’s appetite for mental exaltation plays no 
part in this particular case. As a negotiator given no opportunity to negotiate, 
he is merely a hired intermediary on the part of Lady Eva Blackwell — a 
minor role at which he would normally scoff. 

The hashtag and phrase #MeToo (or often Me Too, when found in print 
media) is now widely associated with the downfall of accused serial sexual 
predator Harvey Weinstein after a series of exposes by Ronan Farrow were 
published in The New Yorker. But “Me Too” as a movement was actually 
founded by Bronx-born African American civil rights activist Tarana Burke 

F 
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in 2006. After the Weinstein scandal began to go viral, and celebrities started 
using the hashtag, Burke feared that the initial goal of her message might 
potentially be lost, and shared the story of its origin with The Washington 
Post. Herself a survivor of multiple childhood sexual assaults in the low-
income housing project where she grew up, she tweeted that #MeToo was 
“beyond a hashtag. It’s the start of a larger conversation and a movement for 
radical community healing.” Specifically, when working at a youth camp in 
Alabama, a girl in her early teens by the name of Heaven grew particularly 
attached to Burke, confiding in her counselor about the sexual violence she 
had herself suffered. Burke “was not ready” for this conversation and referred 
Heaven to another volunteer. The original Me Too was born when Heaven 
abandoned the camp never to return, and Burke’s inability to assist her young 
charge wracked the activist with guilt. “Why couldn’t you just say ‘me too?’” 
became her battle cry. Over ten years later, she wanted more than anything 
to ensure that #MeToo (in its online usage) would be more than a flash in the 
pan of celebrity news reporting and would spark a wider dialogue, particularly 
with men, about the incredible pervasiveness of sexual misconduct. Burke 
fought to ensure that her story — and Heaven’s — would not be silenced. 

As a woman who has been as disturbed as many of us by the fallout from 
Harvey Weinstein’s disgrace (one is hard pressed to say whether he or Mil-
verton is the more repugnant figure), I have contributed to multiple painful 
but necessary public conversations regarding #MeToo. Because #MeToo is 
ultimately about survivors’ voices, it does not seem out of place for me to say 
that I have twice been (albeit briefly, and escaped both times) kidnapped by 
cab drivers who wanted to take me somewhere entirely other than my home, 
touched inappropriately, and solicited for sexual favors in return for being 
“mentored” in the world of mystery fiction writing. While hardly any women 
of my acquaintance were shocked at this news, plentiful good men came 
forward to say they were appalled, disgusted, and wished in future for us to 
consider them allies in the war against sexual assault — allies like Sherlock 
Holmes and John Watson, both men of honor who genuinely abhor seeing 
women harmed. 

At one point during this painful but necessary dialogue, a curious question 
arose. We are already familiar with Watson’s dismay when he learns that 
Holmes has become engaged to Milverton’s housemaid under false pretenses. 
We would expect nothing less from the utterly scrupulous doctor, and unfor-
tunately cannot be too surprised that the cold-blooded detective threw himself 
into the heady business of winning at any cost, especially against such a loath-
some foe. But following the movement largely responsible for revealing that 
most females are bound to be treated as disposable at some point in their lives, 
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to what extent do we need to reevaluate Holmes’s callous — although, to him, 
morally justifiable — actions? Was Holmes culpable in any fashion? Was 
there another, better way of proceeding, or was he instead faced with no choice? 

According to the sleuth, the end entirely justifies the means (a phrase 
generally attributed to Nicolo Machiavelli’s commentary in The Prince, but 
first probably expressed by Sophocles in Electra when he wrote that “the end 
excuses any evil”). Holmes claims that consideration of the girl’s feelings is 
unnecessary because he has a hated rival who will swoop in the moment 
Holmes’s back is turned. To anyone who has ever fallen hard for a charming 
newcomer who happens to be pulling out all the stops, this excuse is at worst 
laughable and at best hopelessly naïve. While one cannot imagine Holmes 
taking any physical advantage of his paramour whatsoever — indeed, he 
makes a point of assuring Watson that the extent of their association has been 
confined to walking and talking — surely going as far as an actual marriage 
proposal could not have been entirely necessary. On the contrary, it smacks 
rather of Holmes’s well-documented yen for theatrical parlor tricks along 
the lines of hiding treaties in curry dishes and masquerading as old 
booksellers. If Holmes had been operating without an audience, there is no 
doubt in my mind that proceedings would have ceased well before the con-
tractually binding phase. I can only surmise, however, that in the course of 
an otherwise abysmally dark investigation, the prospect of announcing his 
engagement to Dr. Watson must have been cheering in no small degree.  

Let us assume, then, that Holmes can be accused of insensitivity border-
ing on the incredible, but never of predatory designs. He is, in fact, seeking 
actively — at immense personal risk — to prevent a predator from hunting his 
prey unchecked. Lying to maids rather than marching down to the housing 
offices to research floor plans is doubtless morally wrong. But Holmes and 
Watson almost immediately abandon all talk of the unnamed servant girl to 
enter a parallel discussion; Holmes proposes to burgle Milverton’s lair. 
Housebreaking is also immoral (under most circumstances), arguably no 
more or less so than stealing a man’s pocketbook by force, but Watson hardly 
needs to consider the matter before conceding Holmes’s point: the end  
excuses any evil. It is almost impossible to disagree with either man. How 
many acts of a dubious ethical nature was Holmes forced to commit during 
his dismantling of Professor Moriarty’s network, and how many lives were 
saved as a result? At the very least, Holmes was guilty of tossing an elderly 
maths professor off a cliff in Switzerland. (While self-defense could surely 
be argued beyond any reasonable doubt, one wonders whether it’s quite 
cricket for a talented boxer and “baritsu” student to go hand to hand with an 
opponent better accustomed to lifting chalk and erasers.) 
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Much more disturbing to me is not that Holmes duplicitously flirted 
with a housemaid, or even that he got a trifle carried away with his perfor-
mance — it is that two reasonably well-off men of independent means could 
forget any consideration of her after expending a mere few sentences on her 
welfare. The tale of the housemaid is not the tale being told to us; like the 
stories of Tarana Burke and her young friend Heaven, the maid’s narrative is 
disposable, and as such, is now lost to the mists of time. After obtaining her 
degree from Auburn University, Burke helped to found Just Be Inc., which 
combats the issue of erasure by encouraging young women of color to believe 
in their own intrinsic value. “When they’re not in this circle or in this room, 
they’ll go out into this world that’ll constantly try to devalue them, and they 
need to be grounded in something that constantly brings them back to their 
worthiness . . . .” Burke told Vibe.com in a feature interview. One hopes 
that Holmes’s former fiancée emerges from her broken engagement, her 
employer’s burgling, and his subsequent murder without any enduring scars. 
The unfortunate but undeniable truth is that neither Holmes nor Watson 
bothered to tell us if that were the case. 

My point here is hardly a subtle one, though it is darkly ironic. The 
preservation of Lady Eva Blackwell’s engagement is important to both 
Holmes and Watson, in fact drives all their actions; the preservation of the 
nameless maid’s engagement is of no import whatsoever. Both are offers of 
marriage accepted in good faith, but the housemaid’s dreams of the future 
must be sacrificed (indeed, exploited) in order to preserve the heiress’s. I 
would argue that this is not an example of misogyny on Holmes’s and Wat-
son’s part, but instead of rampant classism. The housemaid is not even the 
only member of a lower economic strata who falls victim to Victorian snob-
bery during the account. Recall that Lady Eva is a beautiful debutante who 
made the cardinal error in judgment of writing to an “impecunious young 
squire in the country.” These terms are simply coding for the fact that her 
affections were directed at a man who was poorer than she. And as a comely 
young maiden, Lady Eva’s intrinsic value lies in not who she is, but who she 
marries. Now slated to be wed to the much more impressive-sounding Earl 
of Dovercourt, one wonders to what extent her early correspondence could 
have consisted of genuine love, or frank sexual attraction, and what if any 
role her parents played in redirecting the course of her life and affections.  

Parental control over unmarried women in the higher echelons of society 
was during the time period in question nearly absolute. While this by no 
means guarantees or even suggests that Lady Eva’s authority figures were cruel 
to her, it does bring up a point seldom made: while Lady Eva was terrified of 
her reputation being forever sullied, and all prospects of running a respectable 
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household of her own were assuredly threatened, her country squire could as 
easily have been the love of her life as a fortune-seeking knave (and in this 
manner, Lady Eva’s story arguably proves just as peripheral to the plot as the 
hapless housemaid’s). Fortunately, the accepted medical opinion in the late 
19th century was that normal, healthy women had no interest in matters 
“sprightly” whatsoever, as eloquently explicated by Dr. William Acton in his 
1870 study of prostitution and its deleterious effects: 

. . . There can be no doubt that sexual feeling in the female is in 
the majority of cases in abeyance. . . . The best mothers, wives, 
and managers of households know little or nothing of sexual in-
dulgence. Love of home, children, and domestic duties, are the 
only passions they feel. . . . A modest woman seldom desires any 
sexual gratification for herself. She submits to her husband, but 
only to please him; and, but for the desire of maternity, would far 
rather be relieved from his attentions. 

Therefore, the modern reader need not concern oneself in the slightest 
over whether Lady Eva’s fondest wishes actually came true following the 
Milverton debacle. Other than making a profitable match and bearing 
healthy children, she never had any in the first place. 

Much more importantly, the reputations of housemaids during the Victo-
rian and Edwardian eras were scrutinized to the minutest degree. An amoral 
individual himself, possibly Milverton had no interest in what his maids got 
up to and whom they deigned to walk about with after hours. Surely there 
was a housekeeper who did pay attention to such scruples, however, to say 
nothing of the jilted sweetheart who may have demanded an explanation 
regarding why he was treated so cruelly. As Victorian social historian Henry 
Mayhew reported: 

Maid-servants seldom have a chance of marrying, unless placed in a 
good family, where, after putting by a little money by pinching and 
careful saving, the housemaid may become an object of interest to 
the footman, who is looking out for a public-house, or when the 
housekeeper allies herself to the butler, and together they set up in 
business. In small families, the servants often give themselves up 
to the sons, or to the policeman on the beat, or to soldiers in the 
Parks. . . . They are badly educated and are not well looked after 
by their mistresses as a rule, although every dereliction from the 
paths of propriety by them will be visited with the heaviest dis-
pleasure, and most frequently be followed by dismissal of the most 
summary description. . . . 
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Our housemaid’s position after Holmes abandons his Escott persona is 
not merely tenuous; it is downright perilous. It is not a far stretch to imagine 
her abandoned by her former suitor and in very real danger of losing her 
livelihood without being given a character reference. The fate of such women, 
ejected from not only their occupations but their lodgings when faced with 
being sacked, was often destitution, prostitution, or even death. One cannot 
imagine Holmes’s fiancée is trained in typewriting or music teaching. Nor is 
it likely she has wealthy relations on whom she can rely. She is a manual 
laborer, hands scabbed and roughened with lead-black and lye and astringent 
cleaning materials, a poor woman scrubbing the front doorsteps of a rich 
sadist, whose best hope for a good future lies in a happy — or at least, not 
distasteful — marriage. 

None of these worries even occur to Holmes or Watson, safe at Baker 
Street by the fire and planning their knights-in-shining-armor campaign. 
Neither does it cross Holmes’s mind that when he described himself as “a 
plumber with a rising business,” the housemaid could easily have considered 
her own economic situation and chosen what she imagined would be a life of 
stability rather than penury. We have no notion of Holmes’s rival’s profession 
(though as Mayhew indicates, footman or groomsman or other household 
worker is likeliest), or even any idea whether he treats his sweetheart well. 
He could be a man given to drink, a man often under-employed or out of 
work, or in countless other ways a less desirable option than Escott. No one 
would dream of making the ludicrous argument that Holmes was overly ex-
perienced at the art of seduction; but his effect on women when he wanted 
to be charming was reported by Watson as soothing to the point of mesmeric. 
He could easily have made a better case for himself than his rival could do. 
We will never know the truth of why our housemaid chooses Holmes over 
another man. What we do know, however, is that our protagonists’ lives are 
so very removed from that of a housemaid that they spend around fifteen 
seconds discussing her before switching to talk of the weather. 

The entire problematic plot of this adventure is thankfully redeemed, re-
soundingly, by the true heroine of the tale: the veiled woman whose life Mil-
verton ruined. She describes with heartbreaking passion having begged and 
prayed for the blackmailer’s mercy, been rebuffed and tragically humiliated, 
and then proceeds to empty five shots from a gleaming little revolver into 
her enemy’s chest. It turns out that, while Holmes and Watson admittedly 
contribute to the destruction of the incriminating documents in Milverton’s 
safe, they are not needed to bring the matter to a successful conclusion. Our 
two gallants are, in fact, delightfully superfluous. The veiled widow pours out 
her soul (and a striking number of bullets), escapes scot-free, and doubtless 
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expends as much guilt on her successfully executed murder as Holmes spends 
on his ex-fiancée. This arguably makes Milverton’s killer the perpetrator of the 
single most dramatic and deserved extermination of a human pestilence in 
the entire canon. Whatever the ranking, she is deserving of our enthusiastic 
applause. 

One hardly enjoys seeing Sherlock Holmes behaving less than ideally. 
But in Holmes’s defense, he never for a second ponders coming up with a 
more prudent plan of attack that would have been of less risk to his life and 
his professional reputation. On the contrary, after being warned by Watson 
they very likely could both end up in jail over this escapade, he still considers 
doing what he believes to be right more important than potential damage to 
himself — or still more consequently, his friend. No, if the story we are being 
told is entirely about the Great Detective and the Good Doctor, then we can 
forgive them for mistakes made out of abundance of enthusiasm. Whoever 
heard of Sherlock Holmes, of all people, getting carried away? 

The question we must pose ourselves in a post-#MeToo society is: whose 
story isn’t being heard, and why might society cause this to be so? In her 
feature interview for Vibe.com, Burke goes on to say: 

When we initially got started, it was about giving these girls lan-
guage so that they could adequately describe what they’d experi-
enced. You could have pain without having the words to describe 
it, because no one taught it to you. So we started off giving them 
language, then, we gave them possibility. I could stand up and 
say, ‘I’m Ms. Tarana, this happened to me, too.’ And that always 
got them. That was the hook. 

While neither Lady Eva nor the unnamed housemaid speak a single 
word in “Charles Augustus Milverton,” I can still admire the narrative for a 
number of reasons — including the fact that Milverton’s assassin does. She 
speaks her heart, pithily and with poise, and she does so while facing the 
man who did not merely ruin her, but refused to listen to her pleas. Perhaps 
it is not, after all, the five bullets emptied into the torso of a soulless black-
mailer we ought to admire about this veiled woman, although such an act 
must have required unspeakable suffering, desperation, and courage. Perhaps 
instead what is most admirable about her is her stating clearly — and regard-
ing complete strangers to her — that Milverton “will ruin no more lives as you 
have ruined mine. You will wring no more hearts as you have wrung mine.” 
In that instant, as clearly and powerfully as I have ever heard anyone speak, 
Milverton’s brave murderess declares, “Me too.” 
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CAPTION INVITATIONAL 
Editors’ note: Please write a caption for this picture on the lines below. Then, if 
you like, send this page (or a photograph of it) with your name and address to 
bakerstreetalmanac@gmail.com or to The Green Bag, 6600 Barnaby St. NW, 
Washington, DC 20015. We plan to print some captions in the next almanac. 
If we select yours we will ask for your permission. We will try to pick captions 
that are original, interesting, well-written, and good-spirited. 
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SCUTTLEBUTT  
FROM THE SPERMACETI PRESS 

A LITTLE ABOUT THE HISTORY . . . 

Peter E. Blau* 

Editors’ note: As Peter Blau explains below, his long-running, supremely 
informative and entertaining monthly newsletter is available online at the 
website of The Red Circle of Washington, DC. So, why are we printing all 
12 issues of Scuttlebutt from 2018 here in the Baker Street Almanac? Because 
the internet is a wonderfully flexible resource for sharing and updating in-
formation — so wonderfully flexible that ensuring a first edition of some-
thing posted on the web remains there unchanged can be difficult. Indeed, 
the Internet Archive itself now keeps ink-on-paper copies of many of the 
millions of books it posts online. “The books are not meant to be loaned out 
on a regular basis,” The Guardian reported in a 2011 article about the pro-
ject, “but are protected as authoritative reference copies if the digital version 
somehow disappears or a question ever arises about an eBook’s faithfulness 
to the original printed edition.” In the same spirit, we hope to preserve — in 
ink, on paper — each issue of Scuttlebutt in its original, first-edition form, 
just as it appeared when it rolled out of the printer in Peter’s office. And 
now, in his own words . . . 

cuttlebutt from the Spermaceti Press has been published monthly ink-
on-paper, with occasional illustrations and enclosures, for 47 years. 
Much of the gossip is quite trivial, but most of it is Sherlockian or 

Doylean. And the subscription price will increase whenever postage rates 
increase.  

The newsletter started in 1971 as sheets of paper, kept by my typewriter, 
so that I could write paragraphs of minor news for my friend John Bennett 
Shaw. Eventually others found out about what I called “information sheets” 
and asked for photocopies, and the number of copies required soon reached 
the point where I started charging for them to recover out-of-pocket costs. 
When I acquired my first computer in 1985, things became much easier and 
the format more consistent. Philip A. Shreffler, editor of The Baker Street 
                                                                                                                            
* Peter E. Blau is “Cartwright” (that is, the Secretary) of the Baker Street Irregulars. The 
introduction printed here appears in a slightly different form on the website of The Red 
Circle of Washington, DC (redcircledc.org). Copyright in it (and in Scuttlebutt itself) 
belongs to Peter E. Blau. 

S 
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Journal in 1987, suggested that readers of the BSJ might welcome the oppor-
tunity to read all that gossip, trivial and otherwise, and I finally named the 
newsletter, starting with the January 1988 issue.  

The Spermaceti Press is the imaginary establishment from which my 
seasonal souvenirs for the Sherlockian birthday festivities in New York in 
January have been published for many years, named in honor of a real (and 
the only known remaining) spermaceti press, preserved at the Nantucket 
Whaling Museum, where it once was used not to publish anything for whal-
ers, but rather to process whale oil. And the name of the press seemed ap-
propriate, considering my Investiture in The Baker Street Irregulars (“Black 
Peter”) and the fact that when I named my press I was living on Holmes 
Road in Pittsfield, Mass., just up the road from Arrowhead, the home in 
which Herman Melville lived when he wrote Moby Dick.  

Scuttlebutt is an appropriate pun, since it means gossip, and comes from 
the barrel (butt) of water used to provide drinking water for the crew of 
whalers and other ships. Gossip was as common around the scuttlebutt then 
as it is today around office water-coolers. I must confess that if I had real-
ized how long it took to explain the name of the newsletter, I might have 
named it simply Gossip, but what’s done is done. And thanks to Willis G. 
Frick for providing web-space for an archive of back issues of the electronic 
version back to 1985. I’m not sure why anyone is interested in old gossip, 
but I’ve received requests, and bits and bytes make it easy to provide at least 
some ancient history. 
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_____________________________________________________________ 

Editors’ note: In the Beetle Bailey comic strip Peter inserted here, Sarge 
tells Beetle and Zero to “start showing some signs of intelligence,” and 
then they surprise Sarge by reappearing attired (and speaking) like Sher-
lock Holmes and Dr. John Watson. Alas, we cannot afford a license to 
reprint the strip (but Peter tells us it is available online at the official 
Beetle Bailey website — beetlebailey.com/comics/january-7-2008/). 

_____________________________________________________________ 
  



SCUTTLEBUTT FROM THE SPERMACETI PRESS 2018 

2019   •   BAKER STREET ALMANAC   •   85 

 
  



SCUTTLEBUTT FROM THE SPERMACETI PRESS 2018 

2019   •   BAKER STREET ALMANAC   •   86 

 
  



SCUTTLEBUTT FROM THE SPERMACETI PRESS 2018 

2019   •   BAKER STREET ALMANAC   •   87 

 
  



SCUTTLEBUTT FROM THE SPERMACETI PRESS 2018 

2019   •   BAKER STREET ALMANAC   •   88 

 
  



SCUTTLEBUTT FROM THE SPERMACETI PRESS 2018 

2019   •   BAKER STREET ALMANAC   •   89 

 
  



SCUTTLEBUTT FROM THE SPERMACETI PRESS 2018 

2019   •   BAKER STREET ALMANAC   •   90 

 
  



SCUTTLEBUTT FROM THE SPERMACETI PRESS 2018 

2019   •   BAKER STREET ALMANAC   •   91 

 
  



SCUTTLEBUTT FROM THE SPERMACETI PRESS 2018 

2019   •   BAKER STREET ALMANAC   •   92 

 
  



SCUTTLEBUTT FROM THE SPERMACETI PRESS 2018 

2019   •   BAKER STREET ALMANAC   •   93 

 
  



SCUTTLEBUTT FROM THE SPERMACETI PRESS 2018 

2019   •   BAKER STREET ALMANAC   •   94 

 
  



SCUTTLEBUTT FROM THE SPERMACETI PRESS 2018 

2019   •   BAKER STREET ALMANAC   •   95 

 
  



SCUTTLEBUTT FROM THE SPERMACETI PRESS 2018 

2019   •   BAKER STREET ALMANAC   •   96 

 
  



SCUTTLEBUTT FROM THE SPERMACETI PRESS 2018 

2019   •   BAKER STREET ALMANAC   •   97 

 
  



SCUTTLEBUTT FROM THE SPERMACETI PRESS 2018 

2019   •   BAKER STREET ALMANAC   •   98 

 
  



SCUTTLEBUTT FROM THE SPERMACETI PRESS 2018 

2019   •   BAKER STREET ALMANAC   •   99 

 
  



SCUTTLEBUTT FROM THE SPERMACETI PRESS 2018 

2019   •   BAKER STREET ALMANAC   •   100 

 
  



SCUTTLEBUTT FROM THE SPERMACETI PRESS 2018 

2019   •   BAKER STREET ALMANAC   •   101 

 
  



SCUTTLEBUTT FROM THE SPERMACETI PRESS 2018 

2019   •   BAKER STREET ALMANAC   •   102 

 
  



SCUTTLEBUTT FROM THE SPERMACETI PRESS 2018 

2019   •   BAKER STREET ALMANAC   •   103 

 
  



SCUTTLEBUTT FROM THE SPERMACETI PRESS 2018 

2019   •   BAKER STREET ALMANAC   •   104 

 
  



SCUTTLEBUTT FROM THE SPERMACETI PRESS 2018 

2019   •   BAKER STREET ALMANAC   •   105 

 
  



SCUTTLEBUTT FROM THE SPERMACETI PRESS 2018 

2019   •   BAKER STREET ALMANAC   •   106 

 
  



SCUTTLEBUTT FROM THE SPERMACETI PRESS 2018 

2019   •   BAKER STREET ALMANAC   •   107 

 
  



SCUTTLEBUTT FROM THE SPERMACETI PRESS 2018 

2019   •   BAKER STREET ALMANAC   •   108 

 
  



SCUTTLEBUTT FROM THE SPERMACETI PRESS 2018 

2019   •   BAKER STREET ALMANAC   •   109 

 
  



SCUTTLEBUTT FROM THE SPERMACETI PRESS 2018 

2019   •   BAKER STREET ALMANAC   •   110 

 
  



SCUTTLEBUTT FROM THE SPERMACETI PRESS 2018 

2019   •   BAKER STREET ALMANAC   •   111 

 
  



SCUTTLEBUTT FROM THE SPERMACETI PRESS 2018 

2019   •   BAKER STREET ALMANAC   •   112 

 
  



SCUTTLEBUTT FROM THE SPERMACETI PRESS 2018 

2019   •   BAKER STREET ALMANAC   •   113 

 
  



SCUTTLEBUTT FROM THE SPERMACETI PRESS 2018 

2019   •   BAKER STREET ALMANAC   •   114 

 
  



SCUTTLEBUTT FROM THE SPERMACETI PRESS 2018 

2019   •   BAKER STREET ALMANAC   •   115 

 
  



SCUTTLEBUTT FROM THE SPERMACETI PRESS 2018 

2019   •   BAKER STREET ALMANAC   •   116 

 
  



SCUTTLEBUTT FROM THE SPERMACETI PRESS 2018 

2019   •   BAKER STREET ALMANAC   •   117 

 
  



SCUTTLEBUTT FROM THE SPERMACETI PRESS 2018 

2019   •   BAKER STREET ALMANAC   •   118 

 
  



SCUTTLEBUTT FROM THE SPERMACETI PRESS 2018 

2019   •   BAKER STREET ALMANAC   •   119 

 
  



SCUTTLEBUTT FROM THE SPERMACETI PRESS 2018 

2019   •   BAKER STREET ALMANAC   •   120 

 
  



SCUTTLEBUTT FROM THE SPERMACETI PRESS 2018 

2019   •   BAKER STREET ALMANAC   •   121 

 
  



SCUTTLEBUTT FROM THE SPERMACETI PRESS 2018 

2019   •   BAKER STREET ALMANAC   •   122 

 
  



SCUTTLEBUTT FROM THE SPERMACETI PRESS 2018 

2019   •   BAKER STREET ALMANAC   •   123 

 
  



SCUTTLEBUTT FROM THE SPERMACETI PRESS 2018 

2019   •   BAKER STREET ALMANAC   •   124 

 
  



SCUTTLEBUTT FROM THE SPERMACETI PRESS 2018 

2019   •   BAKER STREET ALMANAC   •   125 

 
  



SCUTTLEBUTT FROM THE SPERMACETI PRESS 2018 

2019   •   BAKER STREET ALMANAC   •   126 

 
  



SCUTTLEBUTT FROM THE SPERMACETI PRESS 2018 

2019   •   BAKER STREET ALMANAC   •   127 

 
  



SCUTTLEBUTT FROM THE SPERMACETI PRESS 2018 

2019   •   BAKER STREET ALMANAC   •   128 

 
  



SCUTTLEBUTT FROM THE SPERMACETI PRESS 2018 

2019   •   BAKER STREET ALMANAC   •   129 

 
  



SCUTTLEBUTT FROM THE SPERMACETI PRESS 2018 

2019   •   BAKER STREET ALMANAC   •   130 

 
  



SCUTTLEBUTT FROM THE SPERMACETI PRESS 2018 

2019   •   BAKER STREET ALMANAC   •   131 

 
  



SCUTTLEBUTT FROM THE SPERMACETI PRESS 2018 

2019   •   BAKER STREET ALMANAC   •   132 

 
  



SCUTTLEBUTT FROM THE SPERMACETI PRESS 2018 

2019   •   BAKER STREET ALMANAC   •   133 

 
  



SCUTTLEBUTT FROM THE SPERMACETI PRESS 2018 

2019   •   BAKER STREET ALMANAC   •   134 

 
  



SCUTTLEBUTT FROM THE SPERMACETI PRESS 2018 

2019   •   BAKER STREET ALMANAC   •   135 

 
  



SCUTTLEBUTT FROM THE SPERMACETI PRESS 2018 

2019   •   BAKER STREET ALMANAC   •   136 

 
  



SCUTTLEBUTT FROM THE SPERMACETI PRESS 2018 

2019   •   BAKER STREET ALMANAC   •   137 

 
  



SCUTTLEBUTT FROM THE SPERMACETI PRESS 2018 

2019   •   BAKER STREET ALMANAC   •   138 

 
  



SCUTTLEBUTT FROM THE SPERMACETI PRESS 2018 

2019   •   BAKER STREET ALMANAC   •   139 

 
  



SCUTTLEBUTT FROM THE SPERMACETI PRESS 2018 

2019   •   BAKER STREET ALMANAC   •   140 

 
  



SCUTTLEBUTT FROM THE SPERMACETI PRESS 2018 

2019   •   BAKER STREET ALMANAC   •   141 

 
  



SCUTTLEBUTT FROM THE SPERMACETI PRESS 2018 

2019   •   BAKER STREET ALMANAC   •   142 

 
  



SCUTTLEBUTT FROM THE SPERMACETI PRESS 2018 

2019   •   BAKER STREET ALMANAC   •   143 

 
  



SCUTTLEBUTT FROM THE SPERMACETI PRESS 2018 

2019   •   BAKER STREET ALMANAC   •   144 

 
  



SCUTTLEBUTT FROM THE SPERMACETI PRESS 2018 

2019   •   BAKER STREET ALMANAC   •   145 

 
  



SCUTTLEBUTT FROM THE SPERMACETI PRESS 2018 

2019   •   BAKER STREET ALMANAC   •   146 

 
  



SCUTTLEBUTT FROM THE SPERMACETI PRESS 2018 

2019   •   BAKER STREET ALMANAC   •   147 

 
  



SCUTTLEBUTT FROM THE SPERMACETI PRESS 2018 

2019   •   BAKER STREET ALMANAC   •   148 

 
  



SCUTTLEBUTT FROM THE SPERMACETI PRESS 2018 

2019   •   BAKER STREET ALMANAC   •   149 

 
  



SCUTTLEBUTT FROM THE SPERMACETI PRESS 2018 

2019   •   BAKER STREET ALMANAC   •   150 

 
  



SCUTTLEBUTT FROM THE SPERMACETI PRESS 2018 

2019   •   BAKER STREET ALMANAC   •   151 

 
  



SCUTTLEBUTT FROM THE SPERMACETI PRESS 2018 

2019   •   BAKER STREET ALMANAC   •   152 

 
  



SCUTTLEBUTT FROM THE SPERMACETI PRESS 2018 

2019   •   BAKER STREET ALMANAC   •   153 

 
  



SCUTTLEBUTT FROM THE SPERMACETI PRESS 2018 

2019   •   BAKER STREET ALMANAC   •   154 

 
  



SCUTTLEBUTT FROM THE SPERMACETI PRESS 2018 

2019   •   BAKER STREET ALMANAC   •   155 

 
  



SCUTTLEBUTT FROM THE SPERMACETI PRESS 2018 

2019   •   BAKER STREET ALMANAC   •   156 

 
 



A Short History
of

�e Norwegian Explorers 
of Minnesota

by Julie McKuras

Front row (left to right): E.Z. Ziebarth, E.W. McDiarmid, and Bryce Low 
Crawford Jr. Back row: Julie McKuras, Bruce Southworth, Allen Mackler. 
Photo courtesy of Phil Bergem.



 

2019   •   BAKER STREET ALMANAC   •   158 

THE NORWEGIAN EXPLORERS  
OF MINNESOTA 

A SHORT HISTORY 

Julie McKuras* 

n April 1947 five individually accomplished University of Minnesota 
faculty members met for lunch at the University Campus Club. Those 
five friends were: 

1. Errett Weir McDiarmid (1909-2000), B.S.I. (“The Bruce Partington 
Plans” 1957, 2-Shilling Award 1985), studied at Texas Christian University, 
Emory University, and the University of Chicago Graduate School. After 
posts at Baylor University and the University of Illinois, in 1943 he began 
his long career at the University of Minnesota, where he served as the Uni-
versity Librarian, Director of the Division on Library Instruction, Dean of 
the College of Science, Literature and Arts, and Director of the Graduate 
School Fellowship Office. McDiarmid spent two years at the University of 
Concepción establishing a graduate program and was President of the 
American Library Association for two years. He worked to build the world’s 
largest Sherlock Holmes Collections at the University of Minnesota Library 
and served as Sigerson of the Explorers. 

2. Bryce L. Crawford, Jr. (1914-2011), B.S.I. (“The Solitary Cyclist” 1985), 
graduated from high school at the age of 15 and two years later won first 
place in the National Edison chemistry essay contest. He was flown to 
Menlo Park, NJ to meet Henry Ford and Thomas Edison. Crawford re-
ceived his Bachelor’s, Master’s, and Ph.D. from Stanford University by the 
age of 23 and pursued post-doctorate work at Harvard. After teaching 
chemistry at Yale for one year, he came to the University of Minnesota in 
1940 as a Professor in the Physical Chemistry Department where, his World 
War II research in the field of rocket propellants was signaled as a signifi-
cant contribution to rocketry and the development of solid propellants. He 
was a Guggenheim Fellow at Cal Tech, and a Fulbright Fellow in Japan and 
at Oxford. Crawford was Chair of the Chemistry Department from 1955 to 
1960 and Dean of the Graduate School from 1960 to 1972. An active mem-
ber of both the National Academy of Sciences and the American Chemical 
Society, he was awarded the Priestly Medal in 1982 in recognition of his 
numerous contributions to the field. 
                                                                                                                            
* Julie McKuras was President of the Norwegian Explorers from 1997 to 2006. Copyright 
2019 Julie McKuras. The photo on the page before this page is copyright Phil Bergem. 
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3. Wallace Armstrong (1905-1984) came to the University of Minnesota 
in 1928 and received his Ph.D. and M.D. An authority on calcium metabolism 
and bone biochemistry, he authored more than 175 publications and was an 
internationally recognized expert on those subjects. His research helped lead 
to the fluoridation of the nation’s water supply and he received numerous 
awards for this work. In the late 1940s he “received one of the earliest research 
grants from the U.S. Atomic Energy Commission to study the effects of 
radiation in the body” (Minneapolis Star Tribune, June 9, 1984). He served as 
an assistant Professor, Professor, and Chairman in the Physiological Chem-
istry Department and as Regents Professor Emeritus. 

4. E.W. Ziebarth (1910-2001) received his undergraduate and Master’s 
degrees at the University of Wisconsin–Madison and his Ph.D. in Speech and 
Communication at the University of Minnesota, where he served as Associate 
Professor of Speech. He traveled to Europe, the Middle East, Japan, and the 
Soviet Union as a foreign correspondent in the 1940s and 1950s. Ziebarth 
was a CBS broadcaster and award-winning news editor, as well as co-host of 
the series “This I Believe” with Edward R. Murrow. He was a member of the 
College of Liberal Arts faculty, the Dean of the College of Liberal Arts, and 
the interim President of the University. Ziebarth received Peabody Awards 
in 1948 and 1972. 

5. Theodore C. Blegen (1891-1969) attended the University of Minnesota, 
where he received his Ph.D., and taught high school history in Minnesota and 
Wisconsin. Active in the Minnesota Historical Society, the Torske Klubben, 
and the Norwegian-American Historical Society, Blegen was a Guggenheim 
Fellow to Norway and author of 26 books. He acted as Dean of the Graduate 
School from 1938 to 1960. Blegen Hall at the University of Minnesota was 
named in his honor. 

We have five academics from different fields: a historian, two chemists, a 
broadcaster, and a librarian. In addition to their golf outings, they shared a 
love of Sherlock Holmes and over lunch at the Campus Club they decided 
to form a scion society of the Baker Street Irregulars — a group that would 
reflect their scholarly interests as well as their good humor. In January 1948 
they organized a meeting of the newly named Norwegian Explorers of Min-
nesota. (In 1998 the three surviving founders — McDiarmid, Crawford, and 
Ziebarth — denied they came up with the name for the society. Due to lack 
of any conclusive evidence we believe it was Blegen, a student and teacher of 
Norwegian immigration to the area, who proposed it.) The first meeting 
was held at the Covered Wagon Restaurant, “in memory of John Ferrier” on 
an evening when it was “21 degrees below zero” (McDiarmid, Vol. 4, No. 2, 
1948 Baker Street Journal). Four of the five founders were present along with 
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several new members, and it is here that we should note just how remarkable 
our founders were. While they may have adhered to Sherlock Holmes’s adage 
that “no ghosts need apply,” from the beginning they had the vision to admit 
women to the membership and felt that any interest in Sherlock Holmes, 
from novice to expert, was all that was needed to belong to the Explorers. As 
McDiarmid noted in his 1982 pamphlet, The Norwegian Explorers of Minne-
sota; A History & an Invitation, it was “neighborly to invite yet others to join 
the ‘Cult of Sherlock Holmes’ as Mr. [John Bennett] Shaw refers to it.” 

Subsequent meetings were held at the Campus Club, where the members 
enjoyed dinner, proposed toasts, participated in quizzes, and discussed the 
Canon. In 1951 Theodore C. Blegen’s The Crowded Box-Room, Sherlock Holmes 
as Poet was the first Sherlockian book written by an Explorer and began the 
publishing affiliation with Emerson G. Wulling of the Sumac Press. The 
following year Sherlock Holmes: Master Detective, edited by Blegen and 
McDiarmid, came out and contained essays by a number of the members. 

The first Explorer to attend the Baker Street Irregulars dinner was Bryce 
L. Crawford in 1953 and he reported on the event at the Explorers’ March 
dinner meeting. It was during this period that Dr. Philip S. Hench (1896-
1965) joined the group. Hench, the Mayo Clinic’s Chief Rheumatologist 
and winner of the 1950 Nobel Prize in Physiology and Medicine, was a 
member of the Sherlock Holmes Society of London and was pointed to the 
Norwegian Explorers by members of the London group. McDiarmid wrote 
in 1995 that the Explorers “possibly has had more Nobel Prize winners (two) 
in its membership than any other Sherlockian society: Philip S. Hench in 
1950 [Physiology or Medicine, for his work with hormones derived from the 
adrenal cortex, the basis for cortisone preparations] and William Lipscomb 
in 1976 [Chemistry, for his work on the structure of boranes].” 

Hench was an avid Sherlockian collector and traveler. While in Switzerland 
in 1953 he was distressed to find no local knowledge or notice of the climactic 
battle at the Reichenbach Falls, and upon his return to Minnesota proposed 
that the Explorers work with the London Society to place a plaque at the 
Falls. Bryce Crawford and fellow Explorer Ray Moore traveled to Meiringen 
in 1956 to determine where Holmes and Moriarty struggled and to find a 
place for the plaque. This began the long-running debate about reimburse-
ment for the estimated 32-cent funicular railway ride to the Falls, which was 
denied due to lack of a receipt in triplicate and a sworn affidavit, and attribut-
ed by the fellow founders to indolence and a sedentary lifestyle. Discussion 
of this simmering controversy continued for years on area golf courses. 

A meeting was held in November 1956 to update the membership about 
progress on the project, with presentations by Hench, Moore, Crawford, 
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and others. Additional funding was needed and a third book of essays was 
planned to raise funds. 

1957 was a momentous year for the Norwegian Explorers. McDiarmid 
received the investiture “The Bruce-Partington Plans” at the Baker Street 
Irregulars annual dinner. Exploring Sherlock Holmes, edited by McDiarmid 
and Blegen, was published, and on June 25, 1957 the plaque was installed at 
the Reichenbach Falls. In attendance were Theodore and Clara Blegen and 
representatives from The Sherlock Holmes Society of London. The plaque 
inscription, written by Bryce Crawford, reads: 

Across this dreadful cauldron occurred the culminating event in 
the career of Sherlock Holmes, the world’s greatest detective, 
when on May 4, 1891 he vanquished Prof. Moriarty, the Napoleon 
of crime.  

Erected by the Norwegian Explorers of Minnesota and The Sher-
lock Holmes Society of London. 25 June 1957. 

The following years, particularly the 1960s, were a period of relative in-
activity for the Explorers. The founders were either retiring (Blegen), living 
abroad (McDiarmid at Chile’s University of Concepcion and Armstrong in 
Stockholm), taking up an increasingly busy positions (Crawford as Dean of 
the Graduate School), or, most unfortunately, passing away (Hench in 1965 
and Blegen in 1969).  

In March 1966 an article in a Minneapolis newspaper appeared with the 
headline “Local Group of Sherlock Holmes Lovers Declines.” The article 
stated “The Minnesota Chapter of the Baker Street Irregulars is close to 
death, much like its hero Sherlock Holmes . . . .” It ended with, “In an age 
of Batman, is there a place for a ratiocinative sleuth? . . . The answer should 
be elementary, my dear Watson.” 

Perhaps the answer wasn’t elementary, but in 1969 and 1970 two articles 
ran in The Baker Street Journal under the name Otis Hearn. Who was Hearn? 
He was Walter N. Trenerry, a member of the Norwegian Explorers. A re-
birth of the group seemed to be taking place. Minnesota writer John Fenn, 
assisted by the Explorers, debuted his play Sherlock Holmes and the Affair of 
the Amorous Regent in 1972. Many Explorers attended numerous plays in the 
Twin Cities over the years and hosted a variety of meetings, some focusing 
on Holmes in film.  

In May 1974, through the efforts of McDiarmid and Special Collections 
Curator Austin McLean (1930-2015, “The London Library” 1990), the 
University Libraries acquired the James C. Iraldi Collection, the first step in 
building the Sherlock Holmes Collections. The May 2 Norwegian Explorers 
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meeting was led by Master of Ceremonies Bryce Crawford, who pledged the 
support of the Explorers in the endeavor and suggested that it should be 
named The Errett Weir McDiarmid Collection on Sherlock Holmes. The 
naming suggestion failed but the request signaled the important role that 
McDiarmid played and the resolve of the Explorers to support the growth of 
the library’s holdings, which continues to this day.  

John Bennett Shaw came to town in November 1975 to deliver a well-
received lecture on “The Cult of Sherlock Holmes.” Sponsored by the Uni-
versity’s Department of English, Humanities, and Concerts and Lectures in 
cooperation with the Norwegian Explorers, the text of his presentation was 
included in the Explorers’ 1978 Cultivating Sherlock Holmes, to mark the 
30th anniversary of the group. Edited by Bryce Crawford and Joseph Con-
nors, it was dedicated to members who had passed away.  

The Mary Kahler and Philip S. Hench Collection of Sherlock Holmes 
and Arthur Conan Doyle came to the University in December 1978. This 
outstanding collection contained treasures such as books, periodicals, pho-
tos, and memorabilia. It included four copies of Beeton’s Christmas Annual, 
two pages from the original manuscript of The Hound of the Baskervilles, the 
last Czarina of Russia’s Tauschnitz editions of the Canon, and unique works 
by Frederic Dorr Steele, Sir Arthur Conan Doyle, and William Gillette. In 
July 1979 the Explorers held a program to mark the dedication of the collec-
tion. As the 1984 conference program later noted, “Dr. Hench built it with 
the same intelligence and perseverance that won him the Nobel Prize for his 
work with cortisone.” 

On May 2, 1983 Dr. Alvin Rodin gave an illustrated talk titled “Sir Arthur 
Conan Doyle, Physician” at the Hennepin County Government Center. Rodin 
and Mayo Clinic Librarian Jack Key were featured in an article in The London 
Times. Their work was celebrated for concluding that Conan Doyle was “far 
from being a failure as a physician, accurately predicted a number of medical 
developments, to such an extent that he should, they say, be considered on a 
par with Sir William Osler, the most famous doctor of Conan Doyle’s era.”  

Two months later John Bennett Shaw, described by the University of 
Minnesota’s press release as “a witty and popular lecturer who owns what is 
thought to be world’s largest collection of Sherlock Holmes books, articles 
and artifacts” and actress and writer Edith Meiser were the highlights of 
“Adventures on the Air.” Meiser discussed the scripts featuring Sherlock 
Holmes and Dr. John Watson that she wrote for radio broadcasts. The 
campaign to bring her collection to the University of Minnesota began. 

The 1984 conference mentioned above was “The Adventures of Sherlock 
Holmes in Minnesota.” Among the speakers were John Bennett and Dorothy 
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Rowe Shaw, Frederic Dorr Steele’s son Robert Steele, Derham Groves, and 
Michael Harrison, to name a few. The program indicated that the Shaw 
Collection would eventually come to the University. 

In 1986 McDiarmid stepped down as Sigerson and C. Paul Martin was 
elected as the first President. Under his watch, meetings and events, such as 
several Silver Blaze races at the nearby Canterbury Downs racetrack, a Sher-
lock Holmes Centennial Exhibition at the Hennepin County Government 
Center, plays, and recreated radio programs, were held.  

As each new acquisition to the Sherlock Holmes Collections arrived, 
meetings were held to acknowledge and celebrate them. In 1986 Frederic Dorr 
Steele’s children donated their father’s letters, manuscripts, photos, and prints 
to the Library, an accomplishment facilitated through the connections made 
by librarian and Explorer Andrew Malec (“The Strange Old Book Collector” 
1986). 1987 saw the first issue of the Explorers’ newsletter Explorations. 
That same year Edith Meiser’s scripts, recordings, correspondence, and clip-
pings came to the Library, and that was followed in 1988 by the addition of 
both the Vincent Starrett Collection and Minnesota bookman J. Harold 
Kittleson’s Christopher Morley collection. 

Pj Doyle was elected in 1989 and served for two years as President. She 
implemented our January Baker Street West dinners and her term saw visit-
ing speakers, programs, tours of local bookstores, summer picnics, and the 
fourth Silver Blaze Cup.  

Bruce Southworth took the role of President from December 1991 until 
December 1994. The Explorers had a large membership and an increasing 
number of ideas for meetings. There were social events such as teas and plays, 
book hunting excursions, and a trip to the Science Museum of Minnesota. 
Bruce also acted as Chair of the 1993 “Victorian Criminal Classes: Rogues, 
Rascals, and Ruffians” conference. Speakers included many Irregulars as well 
as author Carole Nelson Douglas. 

Allen Mackler stepped in as President in December 1994 at the annual 
dinner, which featured David Hammer as guest speaker. During his tenure 
the yearly presentation of an Edith Meiser radio script by The Red-
Throated League of The Norwegian Explorers began at the Pavek Museum 
of Broadcasting. In October 1995, one year after John Bennett Shaw’s death, 
a conference titled “The Detective and the Collector” was hosted by the 
University of Minnesota to dedicate the arrival of the John Bennett Shaw 
Collection. Dorothy Rowe Shaw was present and speakers included Richard 
Lancelyn Green, Thomas Stix, Jr., and Derham Groves. Additionally, two 
other collections arrived at the Library — those of Wilmer “Bill” Rabe and 
Norman Schatell. It was during this same year that Explorer George Hubbs 
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founded the Friends of the Sherlock Holmes Collections. The first newsletter 
was produced in March 1998 with Editor Bruce Southworth working with 
Richard Sveum and me. 

I was elected as President in December 1997 and the next year saw the 
planning and implementation of the conference held to celebrate the 50th 
Anniversary of the Explorers. Chaired by Bruce Southworth, the “Founders’ 
Footprints” conference was held in August 1998 and established the ongo-
ing practice of holding triennial conferences. Among the speakers were Dan 
Posnansky, Fred Kittle, Al and Julia Rosenblatt, Catherine Cooke, and Peter 
Blau. Making his first appearance at an Explorer event was the Library’s 
Curator of Special Collections and Rare Books, Timothy Johnson, who had 
been named to the position only the month before. Events during my tenure 
included author presentations, January Baker Street West dinners, a Magic 
Lantern show, performances by the Red-Throated League, film screenings 
and games, slideshows, and Friends of the Sherlock Holmes Collections 
annual meetings. In 1998 we partially resolved the ongoing conflict of the 
1956 failure to reimburse Bryce Crawford for his 32-cent ride on the Meiring-
en funicular. Explorer Phil Bergem prepared and presented Crawford with 
32 cents set on velvet matte in a frame. Crawford took it with his usual good 
humor, happy that there were still “honest people in the world.” (The Board 
of the Norwegian Explorers chose not to reimburse Bergem for his expenses 
due to the same reasons Crawford had been denied many years earlier.) In 
2001 the appropriately named “2001: A Sherlockian Odyssey, A Journey 
Among the Shaw 100” conference took place with speakers Peter Blau, Jon 
Lellenberg, Don Pollock, Chris Redmond, and Steven Rothman, and we 
honored the memory of E.W. McDiarmid. The following year we began the 
publication of our Norwegian Explorer Christmas Annual. In June 2004 the 
“A River Runs by It; Holmes and Doyle in Minnesota” conference was held, 
with featured presenters such as Peter Blau, Leslie Klinger, Jon Lellenberg, 
Barbara and Christopher Roden, and Barbara Rusch.  

In December 2006 Gary Thaden was elected President of the Explorers, 
a post he held until December 2017. There were numerous meetings with a 
variety of presentations for the general membership throughout his term. 
The “Victorian Secrets and Edwardian Enigmas” conference took place in 
July 2007 and had many notable presenters — Michael Kean, Cliff Gold-
farb, Elaine and Jonathan McCafferty, Michael Dirda, Susan Vizoskie, Jon 
Lellenberg, Bill Mason, Leslie Klinger, Dan Stashower, Randall Stock, and 
locals Gary Thaden and Michael Eckman. We concluded with a live fashion 
show of Victorian undergarments. The August 2010 “The Spirits of Sher-
lock Holmes” conference was notable for several reasons. We had an out-
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standing group of speakers such as Catherine Cooke, Susan Dahlinger, 
Leslie Klinger, Evelyn Herzog, Ray Betzner, and Jon Lellenberg, but also 
had a running joke throughout the conference due to a bit of faulty journal-
ism. After interviewing me, The Minneapolis Star-Tribune reported that I, 
and not the University of Minnesota Libraries, owned “four copies of the 
penny magazine (Beeton’s Christmas Annual).” Co-Chair Thaden opened the 
conference by stating a bevy of Minnesota law enforcement organizations, 
including the non-existent Apple Valley MN Swat Team, were at that mo-
ment raiding the McKuras family home in Apple Valley to retrieve the Beeton’s. 
At the Friends meeting, in the presence of the McDiarmid family, Timothy 
Johnson was named the first E.W. McDiarmid Curator for the Sherlock 
Holmes Collection.  

We hosted the “Sherlock Holmes Through Time and Place” conference in 
August 2013, and had speakers and attendees from all over the United 
States, Denmark, England, Sweden, Canada, and Switzerland. Chris Red-
mond, Marcus Geisser, Guy Marriott, Palle Schantz Lauridsen, Marsha 
Pollak, Don Hobbs, Bill Mason, Roger Johnson, Jean Upton, Marina Stajić, 
Mattias Boström, Leslie Klinger, Michael Eckman, Pj Doyle, Elaine and 
Joe Coppola, Matt Laffey, and Mary Loving entertained the large crowd. 
For our June 2016 conference, “The Misadventures of Sherlock Holmes,” 
we decided that it would be interesting to have speakers who hadn’t presented 
at previous conferences (with the exception of Bill Mason, who had proposed 
the theme). Attendees came from the United States, Canada and Japan en-
joyed the talks as well as the book they received, The Missing Misadventures 
of Sherlock Holmes.  

Tom Gottwalt was elected president in December 2017. As our founders 
did in the beginning, he has arranged dinners, toasts, quizzes, and Canon 
discussions. In 2018 the Explorers celebrated our 70th Anniversary. Our 
group meets on a fairly regular irregular basis at the University of Minnesota’s 
Elmer L. Andersen Library. Each year we hold a January dinner to discuss 
the Sherlock Holmes Birthday weekend, a Spring performance of an Edith 
Meiser radio script by the Red-Throated League of the Norwegian Explorers, 
a Fall meeting and an annual dinner in December. Additionally, monthly 
study group sessions are held to discuss the Canon in detail and there are 
occasional theatre and film outings. Our conferences are held every three 
years and have been well-received and well-attended with interesting and 
talented presenters and enthusiastic attendees. We continue to support The 
Sherlock Holmes Collections and contribute a substantial portion of any 
conference proceeds to the Library; the Explorers and the Friends are inexo-
rably intertwined.  
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If we can judge our group successful for longevity and inclusiveness, we 
must attribute those achievements to the men who founded the Explorers. 
They had a concept for the society, a scholarly and entertaining platform 
that included celebrating the friendship between Holmes and Watson as 
well as among the members. Those five men have left us with a wonderful 
history and hopefully, we can continue with their vision for at least the next 
70 years. 

PRESIDENTS OF THE NORWEGIAN EXPLORERS 
1948-Dec. 1989: E.W. McDiarmid, B.S.I. (“The Bruce-Partington Plans” 1957, 

2 Shilling Award 1985), our “Sigerson” 
Dec. 1989-Dec. 1991: Pj Doyle, B.S.I. (“Ettie Shafter” 2010) 
Dec. 1991-Dec. 1994: Bruce Southworth, B.S.I. (“Victor Hatherley” 1992) 
Dec. 1994-Dec. 1997: Allen Mackler, B.S.I. (“Sarasate” 1990) 
Dec. 1997-Dec. 2006: Julie McKuras, B.S.I. (“The Duchess of Devonshire” 2001) 
Dec. 2006-Dec. 2017: Gary Thaden 
Dec. 2017-present: Tom Gottwalt 

CONFERENCES HELD BY THE NORWEGIAN EXPLORERS 
(often in conjunction with the Friends of the Sherlock Holmes Collections  

and the University of Minnesota) 

1984: The Adventures of Sherlock Holmes in Minnesota (Sponsored by The University 
of Minnesota’s Department of Conferences; Special Collections and Rare Books; 
The Minneapolis and St. Paul Public Libraries) 

1993: Sherlock Holmes’ Victorian Criminal Classes: Rogues, Rascals and Criminals 
(Bruce Southworth, Chair) 

1995: The Detective and the Collector 
1998: Founders’ Footprints (Bruce Southworth, Chair) 
2001: 2001: A Sherlockian Odyssey (Julie McKuras and Richard Sveum, Co-Chairs) 
2004: A River Runs by It: Holmes and Doyle in Minnesota (Julie McKuras and Richard 

Sveum, Co-Chairs) 
2007: Victorian Secrets and Edwardian Enigmas (Julie McKuras and Richard Sveum, 

Co-Chairs) 
2010: The Spirits of Sherlock Holmes (Gary Thaden and Michael Eckman, Co-Chairs) 
2013: Sherlock Holmes Through Time and Place (Julie McKuras and Gary Thaden, 

Co-Chairs) 
2016: The Misadventures of Sherlock Holmes (Julie McKuras and Gary Thaden, Co-

Chairs) 
2019: Dark Places, Wicked Companions and Strange Experiences (Julie McKuras and 

Gary Thaden, Co-Chairs) 

PUBLICATIONS BY AND FOR THE NORWEGIAN EXPLORERS 
Blegen, Theodore C. The Crowded Box-Room: Sherlock Holmes as a Poet, 1951. 300 copies 
Blegen, Theodore C. and E.W. McDiarmid. Sherlock Holmes: Master Detective, 1952. 
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500 copies. 
McDiarmid, E.W. and Theodore C. Blegen, eds. Exploring Sherlock Holmes. 1957. 400 

copies. 
Crawford, Bryce L., Jr. and Joseph B. Connors, eds. Cultivating Sherlock Holmes, 1978. 

400 copies. 
McDiarmid, E.W. The Norwegian Explorers of Minnesota; A History & an Invitation, 1982. 
McDiarmid, E.W. The Real Sherlock Holmes, 1984. 
Shannon, James P. A Fixed Point in a Changing World, 1984. 
Shelby, Don. Sherlock Holmes: Investigative Reporter, 1984. 
Rosenblatt, Albert and Julia Rosenblatt. The Sherlock Holmes Crossword, 1985.  
Berman, Ruth. A Case of Double Identity: William Gillette and Sherlock Holmes on Stage in 

the Twin Cities, 1995.  
McDiarmid, E.W. The Saga of a Sherlockian Society, 1995.  
Brusic, Lucy. Sherlock Holmes: The Detective & The Collector, Essays on the John Bennett 

Library, 1995.  
Hubbs, George. [Yes, Virginia,] Sherlock Holmes Lives, 1995. 
McDiarmid, E.W. and Peter E. Blau. A Basic Holmesian Library, 1995. 
McKuras, Julie and Richard J. Sveum. The History of the Norwegian Explorers (1948-

1998), 1998. 
Bergem, Phillip G. A. Conan Doyle and Sherlock Holmes Related Articles in The Strand 

Magazine, 2001.  
Bergquist, John, ed. The Norwegian Explorers Christmas Annual, 2002.  
Bergquist, John, ed. The Norwegian Explorers Christmas Annual, 2003.  
Bergquist, John and Phillip Bergem, eds. The Horror of the Heights: A Facsimile of the  

Author’s Holograph Manuscript with Commentary, 2004. 
Bergquist, John, ed. The Norwegian Explorers Christmas Annual; The Architectural Holmes, 

2004. 
Bergquist, John, ed. The Norwegian Explorers Christmas Annual; The Charm of Variety, 2005. 
Bergquist, John, ed. The Norwegian Explorers Christmas Annual; Women in the Canon, 2006. 
Bergquist, John, ed. The Norwegian Explorers Christmas Annual; 221B Baker Street, 2007. 
Bergem, Phillip, Michael Eckman and John Bergquist, eds. The Norwegian Explorers 

Omnibus, 2007. 
Bergquist, John, ed. The Norwegian Explorers Christmas Annual; The Non-English Sherlock 

Holmes, 2008. 
McKuras, Julie and Gary Thaden, eds. The Norwegian Explorers 60th Anniversary, 2008. 
Bergquist, John, ed. The Norwegian Explorers Christmas Annual; A Varied Collection, 2009. 
Reich, Timothy, ed. The Norwegian Explorers Christmas Annual; Heroism, Courage, & 

Valor, 2010. 
Reich, Timothy, ed. The Norwegian Explorers Christmas Annual; Treasures, 2011. 
Reich, Timothy, ed. The Norwegian Explorers Christmas Annual; Deception, 2012. 
Bergem, Phillip, ed. J. Randolph Cox: A Sherlockian Festschrift, 2013. 
Reich, Timothy, ed. The Norwegian Explorers Christmas Annual; Anniversaries, 2013. 
McKuras, Julie and Timothy Reich, ed. The Norwegian Explorers of Minnesota 65th Anni-

versary; An Updated History, 2013. 
Reich, Timothy and Ray Riethmeier, eds. The Norwegian Explorers Christmas Annual; 

Pairings, 2014. 
Reich, Timothy and Ray Riethmeier, eds. The Norwegian Explorers Christmas Annual; 
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Histories and Futures Deduced, 2015. 
McKuras, Julie, Timothy Johnson, Ray Riethmeier, and Phillip Bergem, eds. The Missing 

Misadventures of Sherlock Holmes, 2016. 
Riethmeier, Ray and Phillip Bergem, eds. The Norwegian Explorers Christmas Annual; 

The Miss Adventures of Sherlock Holmes, 2016. 
Riethmeier, Ray and Phillip Bergem, eds. The Norwegian Explorers Christmas Annual; 

Fame and Fortune in the Canon, 2017. 
Riethmeier, Ray and Phillip Bergem, eds. The Norwegian Explorers Christmas Annual; 

War and Peace, 2018. 
 



 

 

 
 



 

 

 
 
 

When I burgle my son’s money box as my own was bur-
gled 30 years ago it will be to set him up with a complete 
Macaulay.  

Of course they say that he is inaccurate. They say so of 
Froude, also; and of everyone else who tries to turn history 
into something more human than an almanac. 

A. Conan Doyle,  
Before My Bookcase,  

Philadelphia Inquirer, June 3, 1894 
 
 

Editors’ note: Ouch again.  
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THE BAKER STREET BABES 
THE PLAYLIST 

Taylor Blumenberg, Maria Fleischhack, and Tamar Zeffren* 

Editors’ note: The Baker Street Babes (meet the cast here: bakerstreetbabes.com 
/babes/) have been a potent and mobilizing force in the Sherlockian world for 
nearly a decade, engaged in enterprises ranging from book publishing (Femme 
Friday) to fundraising (for the Wounded Warrior Project and the Disabled 
American Veterans Trust) to podcasting. It is the last of those activities that 
the authors focus on here, including their long-running eponymous show, as 
well as a series of specials, their Live & Local shows, and a couple of other 
bits and bobs — all of which you can listen to at bakerstreetbabes.com. 

# Title (Topic) Date Hosts Guests Length 

1 Meet the Babes (general 
introduction, possible 
scenarios for S2, Sherlock 
BBC cast on London 
stages; round up by Marie) 

5/26/11 Curly, Ardy, 
Kafers 

Marie 53min 

2 Caitlin Obom & The Sher-
lock Holmes Fandom 
(songwriting by Caitlin, 
review of Emperor &  
Galilean at the National 
Theatre with Andrew 
Scott, screening and Q&A 
of The Private Life of 
Sherlock Holmes, hosted 
by Mark Gatiss, with spe-
cial guest Steven Moffat) 

6/10/11 Curly, Kafers, 
Turk 

Caitlin Obom and 
Maria 

51min 

3 Victoriana & Granada 6/28/11 Curly, Kafers, 
Ardy, Jenn 

Trudi 1hr 
12min 

4 The Women of Sherlock 
Holmes 

7/19/11 Curly, Ardy, 
Jenn 

 1h 4min 

5 Guy Ritchie’s Sherlock 
Holmes 

8/11/11 Curly, Kafers, 
Ardy, Taylor 

 54min 

6 Lyndsay Faye & The 
Pastiche 

8/18/11 Curly, Jenn, 
Ardy, Kafers 

Lyndsay Faye 1h 51min 

                                                                                                                            
* Taylor Blumenberg (a professional enthusiast), Maria Fleischhack (one of two doctor 
Babes), and Tamar Zeffren (your friendly neighborhood digital archivist) hold the copy-
right in this work. 
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# Title (Topic) Date Hosts Guests Length 

7 Villains, Bad Guys & 
Adversaries 

9/6/11 Curly, Jenn, 
Ardy, Kafers 

 1h 5min 

8 Laurie R. King — Of Bees 
& Babes 

9/26/11 Ardy Laurie R. King, 
Amy, Sarah 

52min 

9 We Hear of Sherlock 
Everywhere 

10/13/11 Ardy, Curly, Jenn, 
Turk, Taylor 

Sigita 1h 1min 

10 Charlotte Walters & Dan 
Andriacco 

11/2/11 Curly Charlotte Walters, 
Andriacco 

54min 

11 Paget & The Image of 
Sherlock Holmes 

11/9/11 Curly, Jenn, 
Kafers 

 46min 

12 Anthony Horowitz 11/17/11 Jenn Anthony Horowitz 37min 

13 Undershaw 12/1/11 Curly, Ardy, 
Marie 

Lynn Gale, Alistair 
Duncan 

1h 10min 

14 Les Klinger 12/15/11 Curly, Ardy, 
Jenn 

Les Klinger 59min 

15 A Game of Shadows + 
bonus Sherlock Series 2 
(Guy Ritchie hates trees!) 

12/22/11 Curly, Ardy, 
Taylor, Marie 

Lyndsay Faye 1h 13min 

16 A Scandal in Belgravia 
(Sherlock BBC discussion) 

1/2/12 Curly, Kafers, 
Taylor, Marie 

Sigita 1h 11min 

17 The Hounds of Baskerville 
(Sherlock BBC discussion) 

1/9/12 Ardy, Curly, 
Marie, Turk, 
Taylor, Amy, 
Maria 

 1h 19min 

18 The Reichenbach Fall  
(Sherlock BBC discussion) 

1/16/12 Curly, Ardy, 
Jenn, Turk, Amy, 
Maria, Marie 

 1h 24min 

19 John Watson Appreciation 2/4/12 Curly, Lyndsay, 
Amy, Maria, 
Marie, Kafers, 
Taylor, Ardy, 
Sarah 

 1h 23min 

20 Joe Lidster & Blogging 
Sherlock (running BBC 
Sherlock’s blogs) 

2/12/12 Curly, Marie Joe Lidster,  
Stephen 

46min 

21 Gerry O’Hara & Tracy 
Revels 

2/27/12 Maria, Taylor Gerry O’Hara, 
Tracy Revels 

1h 1m 

22 Michael Price & The 
Music of Sherlock 

3/14/12 Curly, Ardy, 
Marie, Maria, 
Amy, Sarah, Turk 

Michael Price 55min 
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# Title (Topic) Date Hosts Guests Length 

23 New & Old Sherlock 4/5/12 Ardy, Amy, Jenn, 
Maria, Sarah, 
Taylor 

Mattias Boström 56min 

24 The Detective & The 
Woman 

4/15/12 Amy, Ardy, Jenn, 
Sarah 

 39min 

25 Steampunk Holmes 4/23/12 Jenn, Lyndsay, 
Amy 

Richard Monson-
Haefel, P.C. Mar-
tin, Daniel Cortes 

43min 

26 Lara Pulver & Irene Adler 5/10/12 Curly, Lyndsay, 
Maria, Jenn 

Lara Pulver 38min 

27 Amanda Abbington 5/26/12 Curly, Turk, 
Ardy, Kafers 

Amanda Abbing-
ton 

1h 12min 

28 Louise Brealey (discussion 
about Molly Hooper’s char-
acter on BBC Sherlock) 

6/22/12 Curly, Maria, 
Ardy 

Joanne, Louise 
Brealey 

35min 

29 The Adventuresses of 
Sherlock Holmes 

7/16/12 Jenn, Lyndsay Susan Rice,  
Mickey Fromkin 

59min 

30 The Episode of Dubious 
Legality — Betsy  
Rosenblatt, the OTW, and 
Fanworks 

8/8/12 Ardy, Lyndsay, 
Taylor, Amy 

Betsy Rosenblatt 45min 

31 “How Do You Feel About 
The Violin?” Meet the 
Sherlock Fan Orchestra! 
(collectively playing music 
from BBC Sherlock, inspi-
ration, official endorse-
ment, motivating others to 
pick up instruments and 
show their love for the 
show) 

10/6/12 Maria, Ardy, 
Sarah 

Elliot, Matt 37min 

32 Elementary 10/6/12 Amy, Lyndsay, 
Taylor, Curly, 
Ardy, Maria, 
Sarah 

 1h 4min 

33 Wear Sherlock 10/14/12 Curly, Kafers Lyd, Caz 59min 

34 Fandom, Meetups & Fan 
Fiction 

11/10/12 Ardy, Maria Amy, Maz, Trills 58min 

35 Watson & Holmes 12/23/12 Lyndsay, Amy, 
Curly 

Brandon Perlow, 
Justin F. Gabrie 

1h 10min 
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# Title (Topic) Date Hosts Guests Length 

36 How To Think Like  
Sherlock Holmes with 
Maria Konnikova 

1/22/13 Curly, Lyndsay, 
Kafers, Amy, 
Sarah, Ardy, 
Melinda 

Maria Konnikova 1h 6m 

37 The Detective, The Wom-
an & The Winking Tree 

2/17/13 Sarah, Amy  27min 

38 Free Sherlock (the lawsuit 
concerning the Holmes 
Estate and Les Klinger 
freeing Sherlock Holmes) 

3/22/13 Lyndsay, Curly Les Klinger 1h 5min 

39 Interview with Roger 
Johnson & Jean Upton 

4/2/13 Curly, Kafers, 
Ardy 

Roger Johnson and 
Jean Upton, editors 
of The Sherlock 
Holmes Miscellany 

50min 

40 Morphic Graffiti and The 
Revenge of Sherlock 
Holmes 

4/17/13 Ardy, Kafers Luke Fredericks, 
Stewart  
Charlesworth 

29min 

41 Daniel Stashower and The 
Hour of Peril 

5/20/13 Amy, Lyndsay, 
Melinda, Taylor 

Daniel Stashower 1h 31min 

42 Lestrade Appreciation 6/30/13 Curly, Lyndsay, 
Melinda, Kafers, 
Ardy, Sarah 

 1h 14min 

43 Charles Augustus  
Milverton Appreciation 

8/16/13 Curly, Lyndsay, 
Melinda, Taylor, 
Ardy, Maria, 
Amy 

 1h 31min 

44 Sherlock Holmes After 
Dark Pt. 1 

9/14/13 Curly, Liz,  
Lyndsay 

Les Klinger,  
Madlori, reap-
ersun, Sketchlock 

1h 3min 

45 Sherlock Holmes After 
Dark Pt. 2 

9/21/13 Curly, Liz,  
Lyndsay 

Madlori, reap-
ersun, Sketchlock 

1h 12min 

46 Moriarty Returns! With 
Daniel Corey 

10/26/13 Lyndsay, 
Melinda, Sarah 

Daniel Corey 1h 32min 

47 Sherlock — The Game (Is 
On!) 

11/28/13 Curly, Maria, 
Taylor, Ardy 

Lynx, Carolyn, 
Yuri, Joey, Becky 

49min 

48 Nick Briggs & The  
Ordeals Of Sherlock 
Holmes 

12/23/13 Curly, Taylor, 
Kafers, Maria, 
Amy 

Nick Briggs 1hr 

49 The Empty Hearse 1/2/14 Taylor, Lyndsay, 
Amy, Curly, 
Kafers, Turk 

 1hr 
24min 
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# Title (Topic) Date Hosts Guests Length 

50 The Sign of Three (we 
chat about The Sign of 
Three) 

1/6/14 Maria, Curly, 
Kafers, Lyndsay, 
Melinda, Amy, 
Ardy, Sarah 

 1h 10min 

51 His Last Vow 1/14/14 Curly, Lyndsay, 
Kafers, Ardy, 
Amy, Sarah 

 1h 36min 

52 A Finger Slip Webseries 1/31/14 Curly Finger Slip  
production team 

46min 

53 Lars Mikkelsen, Jonathan 
Aris, Arwel Wyn Jones 

2/17/14 Taylor, Kafers Lars Mikkelsen, 
Jonathan Aris, 
Arwel Wyn Jones 

25min 

54 The Detective, The  
Woman, and The Silent 
Hive 

3/18/14 Melinda, Kafers, 
Sara, Amy 

 46min 

55 Tony Lee 3/30/14 Kafers, Taylor Tony Lee 59min 

56 A Slight Trick of the 
Mind with Mitch Cullin 

6/4/14 Curly, Kafers Mitch Cullin 51min 

57 Sherlock Series 4  
Predictions 

8/26/14 Curly, Lyndsay, 
Ashley, Maria, 
Ardy 

 55min 

58 Curtis Armstrong 11/16/14 Curly, Lyndsay Curtis Armstrong 1h 15min 

59 BSI Weekend 2015 1/19/15 Ashley, Curly, 
Maria 

 1h 5min 

60 Mrs. Hudson Appreciation 
(Mrs. Hudson is the best!) 

2/11/15 Ardy, Maria, 
Lyndsay, Amy 

 1h 3min 

61 Adam Christopher & 
Elementary 

3/5/15 Liz, Lyndsay Adam Christopher 46min 

62 Parodying Sherlock with 
Vidar Magnussen (Dis-
cussing Holmes parodies 
and the ideas and produc-
tion behind Vidar Mag-
nussen's hilarious parodies) 

3/14/15 Taylor, Maria, 
Sora 

Vidar Magnussen 28min 

63 Robert Doherty 5/11/15 Liz, Amy Robert Doherty 45min 

64 The Lost William Gillette 
Film 

6/28/15 Lyndsay, Ashley Tim Greer 1h 27min 

65 Sherlock Prom (the  
Sherlock Prom at the 
Royal Albert Hall) 

7/30/15 Amy, Ashley, 
Maria 

Matthew Sweet 57min 
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# Title (Topic) Date Hosts Guests Length 

66 Mr. Holmes Reaction 
Episode 

8/17/15 Lyndsay, Sarah, 
Taylor, Amy, 
Melinda 

 40min 

67 Kareem Abdul-Jabbar and 
Anna Waterhouse  
(Mycroft Holmes novel) 

9/16/15 Ashley, Lyndsay Kareem Abdul-
Jabbar, Anna  
Waterhouse 

42min 

68 Unaired Sherlock Pilot 
Reaction (recap and  
appreciation of the unaired 
pilot of BBC Sherlock) 

11/16/15 Amy, Maria, 
Ardy 

 1h 21min 

69 Ken Ludwig & Baskerville 
(Ken Ludwig's play,  
“Baskerville: A Sherlock 
Holmes Mystery”) 

12/10/15 Lyndsay, Ashley Ken Ludwig 54min 

70 The Abominable Bride 1/2/16 Amy, Ashley, 
Sarah 

 58min 

71 Bert Coules (we talk about 
Bert’s Sherlock Holmes 
radio/audio book  
adaptations) 

1/10/16 Kristina,  
Lyndsay, Maria 

Bert Coules 57min 

72 A Study in Pink (Sherlock 
BBC — somewhat  
nostalgic discussion of “A 
Study in Pink”) 

3/23/16 Maria, Sora, 
Amy, Tiffany, 
Tamar 

 1h 40min 

73 Paul Cornell 5/16/16 Amy Kate, Paul Cornell 1h 3min 

74 Behind the Canonical 
Screen 

6/9/16 Ashley, Lyndsay Tim Greer 57min 

75 The Hillywood Show! 
(discussion of the Sherlock 
BBC Hillywood Parody) 

8/26/16 Sarah, Sora Hilly and Hannah 
Hindi 

44min 

76 Sherlock & Shakespeare 
(Shakespeare in the canon, 
similarities between 
Shakespearean characters, 
esp. Hamlet, and Holmes) 

11/18/16 Maria, Lyndsay, 
Amy, and  
Tiffany 

 1h 11min 

77 The Six Thatchers 1/6/17 Ashley, Lyndsay, 
Amy 

 52min 

78 The Lying Detective 1/9/17 Sora, Sarah, Amy, 
Lyndsay, Maria 

 1h 

79 The Final Problem 1/18/17 Lyndsay, Tiffany, 
Ashley 

 1h 46min 
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# Title (Topic) Date Hosts Guests Length 

80 Martin Powell Live at 
221B Con 

4/27/17 Taylor, Lyndsay, 
Sarah, Ashley, 
Amy 

Martin Powell 51min 

81 The Whole Art of Detec-
tion — Lost Mysteries of 
Sherlock Holmes 

7/26/17 Amy, Sarah, 
Lyndsay 

Elinor 31min 

82 Baker Street in LA (221B 
sitting room replica in LA) 

11/14/17 Tiffany Chuck Kovacic 52min 

83 Nancy Springer Live at 
221B Con (Q&A about 
Enola Holmes and the 
planned adaptation) 

4/25/18 Sarah, Lyndsay, 
Amy, Taylor 

Nancy Springer 49min 

84 The Many Faces of Irene 
Adler 

7/8/18 Amy Chris Zordan 53min 

85 Cake Boss & Our Charity 
Ball (recap of the Daintiest 
Scream on the Moor 
Charity Ball during the 
2018 BSI weekend, in-
cluding the making of the 
“Cake Boss” episode, the 
New York Times coverage, 
and the Voice of America 
presence at the ball) 

8/18/18 Tiffany, Maria, 
Lyndsay 

 1h 4min 

SPECIALS 

1 Sherlock Panel at  
Dragon*Con 

9/6/11   46min 

2 The Great Sherlock 
Holmes Debate 

11/13/11   1hr 
11min 

3 Alistair Duncan: A Study 
in Barts: Holmes, Watson, 
and England’s Great  
Hospital 

6/27/12   38min 

4 Lyndsay’s Intro to Canon, 
Part I 

10/6/12   1hr 
27min 

5 Lyndsay’s Intro to Canon, 
Part II 

11/21/12   1hr 
33min 

6 Sherlopalooza 11/21/12   51 min 

7 Lyndsay's Intro to Canon, 
Part III 

12/5/12   1hr 
34min 
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# Title (Topic) Date Hosts Guests Length 

8 Lyndsay’s Intro to Canon, 
Part IV 

4/9/13   1hr 
39min 

9 221B Con Live with Cara 
McGee 

4/21/13   59min 

 221B Con: Watson’s 
Through Time 

7/26/13   52min 

 221B Con with Ashley 
Polasek 

4/26/14   49min 

11 From Baker Street to the 
Holodeck 

5/15/14   54min 

12 Emma Grant 7/22/14   1hr 
15min 

13 From House to Psych 10/4/14   59min 

14 221B Con Live With Ben 
Syder 

4/27/15   46min 

15 221B Con Live With 
David Nellist 

5/4/16   55min 

LIVE & LOCAL 

1 Les Klinger & Laurie R. 
King 

12/5/14   44min 

2 Jeremy Strong 4/8/15   43min 

3 Bonnie MacBird & Art in 
the Blood 

10/6/15 Ardy  41min 

4 No Place Like Holmes 12/18/15 Maria, Ardy  36min 

5 New York Public Library 7/25/16   1hr 
23min 

6 Bonnie MacBird 8/30/17 Ardy  47min 

7 Michael Sims 12/13/18   1hr 4min 

OTHER 

 IHOSE #70: Sherlockian 
Jeopardy 

11/27/14    

 The Revenge of Sherlock 
Holmes: Minicast 

4/25/13   10min 
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EDUCATIONAL ADVENTURES 2018 
Shannon Carlisle* 

January 12 — New York City, NY 
540 Junior Sherlockian Society wooden nickels were distributed through 
the BSI, The Woman, and the Gaslight Gala dinner packets. Recipients 
were encouraged to share the nickels with children and youth and en-
courage them to participate in Junior Sherlockian training, a program of 
the Beacon Society.  

May 8 — Moore Elementary School, Franklin, TN and Stepping Stone 
School, Hindhead, UK 

Throughout the school year, Shannon Carlisle’s fourth-grade students 
communicated with Stepping Stones students using Padlet, an online 
bulletin board. On May 8, the students used Google Meet, a video con-
ference application, to ask the students follow-up questions and take a 
virtual tour of Arthur Conan Doyle’s former study. The Fresh Rashers 
(Marino Alvarez, Jim Hawkins, Bill Mason, Dean Richardson, and 
Drew Thomas) were present for the Google Meet and stayed to play 
REDH Jeopardy.  

May 15 — Freedom Intermediate School, Franklin, TN and the Katz resi-
dence, Morristown, NJ 

Dr. Robert Katz donated copies of The Grand Game: a Celebration of 
Sherlockian Scholarship, Volume Two, 1960-2010 to the students that received 
honorary membership into Watson’s Tin Box of Ellicott City (2017). 
When Shannon Carlisle and Dr. Marino Alvarez delivered the books, they 
led a discussion of “The Blue Enigma” essay, by Judge S. Tupper Bigelow. 
The essay focuses on the inconsistencies found in “The Adventure of the 
Blue Carbuncle,” including the color of Holmes’s dressing gown, the 
Bakers in 1890 London, Holmes’s deductions made from Henry Baker’s 
hat, the absence of crops in geese, laws of England, and the blue carbuncle. 
The students also had the opportunity to talk with Dr. Katz using the 
Google Meet application.  

  

                                                                                                                            
* Shannon Carlisle’s classroom is 221b Baker Street. The Sherlockian theme encourages her 
students to employ the mindset and skills needed for optimal growth, provides an engaging 
framework for learning, and supports students in their attempts to be productive citizens. 
Copyright 2019 Shannon Carlisle. 
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May 19 — Nashville Scholars of the Three Pipe Problem, Nashville, TN 
Ella Carlisle (11) and her mother, Shannon Carlisle, presented “Victorian 
Dining with Imogene, Rusty, and Sherlock Holmes”. During the presen-
tation, Ella listed the foods and drinks the characters enjoyed in the pas-
tiche, Imogene and the Case of the Missing Pearls. Then, she provided sam-
ples of four of the foods baked with recipes from Julia Carlson Rosenblatt 
and Frederic H. Sonnenschmidt’s cookbook, Dining with Sherlock Holmes: 
A Baker Street Cookbook. Finally, the Nashville Scholars determined that 
the treacle tart with the custard sauce was their favorite. 

August — Belanger Books, Manchester, NH 
David Marcum and Derrick Belanger invited three students to write poems 
as introductions to the three-volume anthology, Sherlock Holmes: Adventures 
Beyond the Canon. The student participants who were published in the 
anthology were from Suffolk, England, and Broomfield, CO. 

August — Belanger Books, Manchester, NH 
Derrick Belanger announces The Irregular Adventures of Sherlock Holmes. 
This book will be the first pastiche anthology written specifically for YA 
and kids. Both established authors and student writers are invited to con-
tribute stories. All proceeds will be donated to The Beacon Society. The 
book will be published in 2019.  

August 9 — www.juniorsherlockian.com 
On the 221st day of the year, the Junior Sherlockian Society celebrated its 
first birthday. Sponsored by the Beacon Society, the program continues to 
invite children and youth to complete Junior Sherlockian Training — an 
in-depth study of Sherlock Holmes’s character traits, observational skills, 
capacity for critical thought, and inductive and deductive reasoning. 
During the online training, Junior Sherlockians-in-Training complete the 
2-2-1-b tasks to explore, experience, and extend their understanding and 
appreciation of the great detective. Upon completion of the tasks and 
submission of “training evidence,” a certificate of completion is granted.  

August 13-17 — Moore Elementary School, Franklin, TN  
Shannon Carlisle provided Sherlockian Training for 96 fourth graders. 
The Sherlockians-in-Training were introduced to the great detective and 
participated in the “Who borrowed Mr. Bear?” simulation. By the end of 
the week-long training, the students learned to be observant, active partic-
ipants in their learning, and critical thinkers . . . just like Sherlock Holmes.  
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August 17 — Moore Elementary School, Franklin, TN  
Dan and Ann Andriacco visited The Sherlock Holmes Museum for the 
Young, Curious, and Observant Mind, in 221b Baker Street of Moore 
Elementary School. The details of their adventure were highlighted in 
Dan Andriacco’s Baker Street Beat online article “Class in Session: 221B in 
Tennessee.” (bakerstreetbeat.blogspot.com/2018/08/class-in-session-221b-
in-tennessee.html) Later in the fall, Shannon Carlisle’s students analyzed 
the plot elements in Dan’s short story, “The Adventure of the Amateur 
Players,” before attempting narratives of their own. (bakerstreetbeat.blog 
spot.com/2018/10/suspense-in-sherlockian-short-short.html) 

November — Albert Cassens Elementary School, Edwardsville, IL 
Rob Nunn taught his annual Sherlock Holmes unit to 24 fifth graders. 
Over the course of this two-week unit, students read “The Adventure of 
the Blue Carbuncle,” “The Adventure of the Red-Headed League,” “The 
Adventure of Silver Blaze,” “The Adventure of the Speckled Band,” “The 
Adventure of the Copper Beeches,” and “A Scandal in Bohemia.” The class 
practiced and performed reader’s theater plays of “The Blue Carbuncle” 
and “The Red-Headed League” for 150 other students. Students learned 
about the conventions of the mystery genre and writing and editing process 
by crafting their own Sherlock Holmes mysteries. They also discussed the 
history of The Strand Magazine, used Holmes’ deductive reasoning while 
investigating items of clothing for details of their owners, and enjoyed a 
viewing of “The Great Mouse Detective.” 

November 9 — American Academy, Castle Pines, CO 
Derrick Belanger presented “You are Sherlock Holmes” to 148 fifth grad-
ers. The students practiced the Sherlockian skills of observing, analyzing, 
and deducing. They applied these critical thinking skills as they began 
drafting their own mystery inspired by the Sherlock Holmes canon.  

December 6 — Century Middle School, Thornton, CO 
Derrick Belanger gave a brief presentation to the Century Middle School 
Writing Club on writing Sherlock Holmes pastiches. He then answered 
questions from the students about the writing and publishing process. 

December 20 — Moore Elementary School, Franklin, TN  
Dr. Marino Alvarez helped Shannon Carlisle’s fourth graders analyze the 
setting, characters, and plot of “The Adventure of the Blue Carbuncle.” 
In addition, he challenged them to complete his BLUE cryptograph. 
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SHERLOCK HOLMES IN PRINT 
Carla Coupe, Jaime Mahoney, and Jacquelynn Morris* 

he state of publishing in the Sherlock Holmes community is good. 
The variety of books that are published every year — from glossy 
hardcovers put out by large, established publishers with widespread 

publicity to small runs from niche publishers to hand-sold paperbacks from 
self-published authors — provides something for every type of Sherlockian. 
Want to read more Holmes and Watson adventures? Got ’em. How about a 
scholarly meta-discussion about an arcane aspect of Sherlockian studies? 
Over there, on that shelf. A graphic novel? A tongue-in-cheek look at the 
history of the community? An anthology of essays about the original stories? 
Check, check, and check. 

But where can a Sherlockian, budding or seasoned, find these books? 
Well, on Amazon, of course, but simply typing in “Sherlock Holmes” re-
turns a mind-boggling number of hits. Sherlockian-focused websites, such 
as sherlockian.net, sometimes offer a list of new titles, and those who are on 
social media often receive recommendations and reviews. But if you prefer to 
head to your local bookstore, or order from a small publisher’s website, how 
can you refine your search? 

Books published by the larger houses, with broad distribution, will often 
receive preferential treatment at the bookstore, so checking the tables at the 
front, or reading publicity releases, will provide many choices. Small pub-
lishers, however, often aren’t distributed by the larger chain bookstores. 
Checking your local independent bookstore may help (and we hope to pro-
vide a list of independent bookstores that carry Sherlockian titles in next 
year’s Almanac), or in many cases you can order books directly from the pub-
lisher’s website. 

We have collected a list of small publishers, included below. Some of 
these publishers focus specifically on Sherlock Holmes-related publications, 
such as the BSI Press, while others offer a broader range of books, as well as 
those of interest to a Sherlockian. Hopefully these suggestions will provide a 
starting place for your search or broaden it with new names. After all, one of 
the joys of being a Sherlockian is that, regardless of your specific interest, 
there’s always a new book out there for you to enjoy! 

                                                                                                                            
* Carla Coupe, Jaime Mahoney, and Jacquelynn Morris — all past Gasogenes of the 
Watson’s Tin Box scion society in Ellicott City, Maryland — have long been involved (in 
a wide range of capacities) in the study and publication of Sherlockian scholarship and 
fiction. Copyright 2019 Carla Coupe, Jaime Mahoney, and Jacquelynn Morris. 

T 
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SHERLOCKIAN PUBLISHERS 
Belanger Books: belangerbooks.com 

Brothers Derrick and Brian Belanger helm this press, which specializes 
in Holmes pastiches, children’s books, and sci-fi/steampunk. 
 

BSI Press: bakerstreetirregulars.com 
The publishing arm of the well-known Baker Street Irregulars, this press 
specializes in limited-run reference books and the quarterly magazine, 
the Baker Street Journal. 
 

Crooked Lane Books: crookedlanebooks.com 
Crooked Lane Books is a mystery publisher which also offers Sherlocki-
an titles. 
 

Edge Science Fiction and Fantasy Publishing: edgewebsite.com 
Based in Calgary, Canada, Edge focuses horror and has also published 
some Holmes-related fiction. 
 

Endeavour Media: endeavourmedia.co.uk 
This London-based publisher carries pastiches by well-known authors in 
the Sherlockian community. 
 

Gemma Halliday Publishing: gemmahalliday.com/gh-publishing 
This publisher focuses on lighthearted, modern stories, including Sher-
lockian ones. 
 

Graphic Universe: lernerbooks.com/pages/Graphic-Universe 
Graphic Universe publishes fiction and nonfiction graphic novels, in-
cluding Holmes-related ones. 
 

MX Publishing: mxpublishing.co.uk (store: sherlockholmesbooks.com) 
Based in London, MX is run by Steve Emecz and has a large collection 
of Holmes-related fiction and pastiches. MX books are also available at a 
number of independent bookstores. 
 

Mango Publishing: mango.bz 
Based in Miami, Mango has published a few Sherlockian titles. 
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Mysterious Press: mysteriouspress.com 
Owned by Otto Penzler, who also owns the Mysterious Bookshop in 
New York, Mysterious Press specializes in mysteries and thrillers, and 
publishes a number of Sherlockian reference books and pastiches. 
 

Skyhorse Publishing: skyshorsepublishing.com 
Started in 2006, Skyhorse publishes some well-known authors in the 
Sherlockian community. 
 

Titan Books: titanbooks.com 
Based in London, Titan Books offers a collection of Sherlockian books 
and graphic novels. 
 

Wessex Press-Gasogene Books: wessexpress.com 
Based in Indianapolis, Indiana, and run by Steve Doyle and Mark 
Gagen, this widely respected small publisher offers a wide variety of ma-
terial: reference and scholarly volumes, pastiches, and audio CDs. 
 

Wildside Press: wildsidepress.com 
John Betancourt owns and runs this Maryland-based publisher specializ-
ing in mysteries, horror, and science fiction. Wildside publishes Sherlock 
Holmes Mystery Magazine and a number of Holmes-related books and 
pastiches. 
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THE ARTIFACTS IN THE  

221B BAKER STREET SITTING-ROOM 
RE-CREATION IN READING, PENNSYLVANIA 

Denny Dobry* 

Editors’ note: This is the first stage of what we hope will become a complete 
inventory (with pictures) of Denny Dobry’s famous re-creation of 221B. He 
welcomes visitors. Contact him at dendobry@ptd.net to make arrangements. 

Key: 
Page = Page number in Doubleday’s The Complete Sherlock Holmes where a refer-

ence to the listed article is found 
Ded. = Deduced, for items that must have existed, but are not in the written words 

of the story. 
Image # = Image number of artifact in the pages of pictures following this table 

Artifact Description Page  Image # 

A STUDY IN SCARLET 

Netley Hospital where Watson received his Army Medical Surgeon 
Training 

15 STUD01 

Watson’s Army Medical Department Officer’s Commission  15 STUD02 

Army Medical Department Cap Badge; 5th Northumberland Fusiliers 
Cap Badge (1st Regiment to which Watson was attached); Royal Berk-
shires — 66th of Foot Cap Badge (2nd Regiment to which Watson was 
attached); 2nd Afghan War Medal (since the only campaign that Wat-

15 STUD03 

                                                                                                                            
* Denny Dobry is “A Single Large Airy Sitting-Room” in the Baker Street Irregulars. 
Copyright 2019 Denny Dobry. 
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Artifact Description Page  Image # 

son saw action was a British defeat (Maiwand), he would not have been 
issued a Campaign Bar 

Watson’s Service Helmet 15 STUD04 

Watson told Holmes that he smoked Ship’s tobacco; this would have 
been a reference to Schipper’s Tabac, a popular Danish Tobacco in Victo-
rian times, that is still produced today 

19 STUD05 

Holmes told Watson that he played the violin 19 STUD06 

Cheques from Holmes and Watson to Mrs. Hudson as Security Deposits 
(If she had only known what she was in for, she would have asked for a 
lot more) 

Ded. STUD07 

Letter from Tobias Gregson asking Holmes’ assistance to figure the 
‘puzzler’ murder discovered at 3, Lauriston Gardens 

26 STUD08 

Found among Drebber’s effects: Russian Leather Card Case with cards 
of Enoch Drebber of Cleveland 

26 STUD09 

Found among Drebber’s effects: A Gold Watch, No. 97163 by Barraud, 
of London with a very heavy and solid Albert Chain 

30 STUD10 

Found among Drebber’s effects: Gold Pin — Bull-Dog Head with rubies 
as eyes 

30 STUD11 

Found among Drebber’s effects: Pocket Edition of Boccaccio’s Decamer-
on 

30 STUD12 

Found among Drebber’s effects: Two letters from the Guion Steamship 
Company addressed to the American Exchange, Strand — to be left till 
called for. 

30 STUD13 

30 STUD14 

Holmes Lens and Tape Measure that he used at the Crime Scene at 3 
Lauriston Gardens 

31 STUD15 

Sherlock Holmes threw his card across the table to Constable John Rance 35 STUD16 

Lestrade’s Calling Card Ded. STUD17 

Gregson’s Calling Card Ded. STUD18 

Holmes’ Sketch of Crime Scene Ded. STUD19 

Box of Trichinopoly Cigars — Holmes found the ashes of a Trichino-
poly cigar at the crime scene 

21 STUD20 

Holmes’ Telegram to Cleveland Police regarding circumstances of Dreb-
ber’s marriage 

38, 85 STUD21 

Programme from Hall’s Norma Neruda where Holmes and Watson went 
after interviewing Constable Rance 

34 STUD22 

Newspaper Article on the “BRIXTON MYSTERY” 41 STUD23 

Henri Murger’s Vie de Boheme read by Watson while waiting for Holmes 40 STUD24 
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to return after following “Mrs. Sawyer” 

Return Telegram to Holmes from Cleveland Police; Drebber applied for 
protection from an old rival 

38, 85 STUD25 

Agony Column Article placed by Holmes regarding a ‘Found Wedding 
Ring’ 

37 STUD26 

Watson’s Service Revolver — Adams Mark III, Official British Issue 
from 1872 to August 1880 

38 STUD27 

Enoch Drebber’s Passport; both Drebber and Stangerson must have had 
Passports, and they would have most likely been found among Stanger-
son’s effects 

Ded. STUD28 

Drebber’s Change Purse with 80-odd English Pounds found with Stanger-
son’s affects; Lucy’s wedding ring that Holmes released to ‘Mrs. Sawyer’ 

48 STUD29 

Telegram to Stangerson — J. H. is in Europe 48 STUD30 

Jefferson Hope used a map of London to find his way about as a cabbie 78 STUD31 

The Darbies (Handcuffs) that Holmes slapped on Jefferson Hope when 
Hope reached down to fetch Holmes’ portmanteau 

51 STUD32 

THE SIGN OF FOUR 

Holmes used his syringe from his neat morocco case to inject a 7% solu-
tion into his arm to Dr. Watson’s dismay 

89 SIGN01 

Holmes deduced that Watson had sent a telegram when he went to the 
post office because he had not touched the stamps and postcards on his 
desk 

92 SIGN02 

Newspaper Ad place by Mary Morstan asking for help locating her fa-
ther, Captain Morstan 

95 SIGN03 

The Langham Hotel Bill of Fare, where Captain Morstan was staying 
while in London 

94 SIGN04 

Newspaper Ad inquiring about the address of Mary Morstan 95 SIGN05 

Mary Morstan’s calling call presented to Sherlock Holmes on a brass 
salver by Mrs. Hudson 

93 SIGN06 

93 SIGN07 

Six addresses cut out from the mysterious packages sent to Mary over the 
last six years 

96 SIGN08 

Envelope and message, anonymously sent to Mary instructing her to “Be 
at the third pillar from the left outside the Lyceum Theatre at seven 
o’clock.” 

95 SIGN09 

95 SIGN10 

Holmes recommended that Watson read Reade’s Martyrdom of Man, one 
of the most remarkable book ever penned. 

97 SIGN11 

Holmes took his pistol from the drawer and put it in his pocket. Holmes 98 SIGN12 
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Artifact Description Page  Image # 

pistol was likely a Webley British Bulldog  

Mary found a curious paper (a map) in her father’s desk and showed it to 
Holmes during the cab ride to Lyceum Theatre 

98 SIGN13 

Holmes examined the map with his double lens 98 SIGN14 

Holmes used his pocket lantern to illuminate his notebook to jot down 
figures and memoranda 

99 SIGN15 

Thaddeus Sholto had hookah in his apartment 100 SIGN16 

When he learned that Watson was a Doctor, Thaddeus Sholto asked 
him if he had his stethoscope with him. 

100 SIGN17 

Thaddeus Sholto offered his guests a glass of Tokay 101 SIGN18 

Holmes used his pocket lens to examine the stair-carpet 108 SIGN19 

A torn sheet of note-paper found in the table in Bartholomew’s room on 
which was written “the sign of the four” 

109 SIGN20 

A brown, close-grained stick, with a stone head like a hammer, and a 
long dark thorn stuck in the just above Bartholomew’s ear 

109 SIGN21 

Inspector Athelney Jones Business card Ded. SIGN22 

Mr. Sherman, Toby’s owner, wore blue-tinted glasses 117 SIGN23 

Holmes borrowed the police-sergeant’s bull’s eye to lighten his way as he 
crawled through the attic to the roof 

117 SIGN24 

Holmes told Watson to look out for Blondin before climbing across the 
roof referring to the high-wire artist of the time , Blondin, who walked 
across Niagara Falls on a tight-wire 

118 SIGN25 

SIGN26 

Holmes told Watson: “There is much food for thought in Richter” 
German author known as Jean Paul 

121 SIGN27 

SIGN28 

Telegram from Holmes to Watson, summoning the Baker Street Irregulars 125 SIGN29 

STANDARD Newspaper article on “Mysterious Business in Upper 
Norwood” 

125 SIGN30 

While waiting for word on the case, Holmes busied himself with an 
abstruse chemical analysis 

130 SIGN31 

Telegram Holmes to Jones, summoning the Inspector to meet him at 
Baker Street to be on hand to track down the ‘Sholto gang’ 

132 SIGN32 

Watson’s Service Revolver — Adams Mark III, Official British Issue 
from 1872 to August 1880 

135, 
138 

SIGN33 

Inspector Sam Brown who lamented getting a reward had the Agra 
Treasure been recovered 

143 SIGN34 

Map of the Andaman Islands with the names of the Sign of Four, found Ded. SIGN35 
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in possession of Jonathon Small 

The Agra Treasure, recovered from the bottom of the Thames at a very 
great expense 

142 SIGN36 

SIGN37 

Watson/Morstan Wedding Invitation addressed to Sherlock Holmes 157 
Ded. 

SIGN38 

Watson/Morstan Marriage Licence SIGN39 

THE HOUND OF THE BASKERVILLES 

Dr. Mortimer’s Bulbous-headed walking stick (A Penang Lawyer) with 
the inscription “To James Mortimer, M.R.C.S., from his friends of the 
C.C.H.” 

669 HOUN01 

HOUN02 

A well-polished, silver-plated coffee-pot that Holmes saw Watson’s 
reflection in while he examined the walking stick 

669 HOUN03 

Lost and Found Newspaper article placed by Holmes looking for the 
owner of the Walking Stick 

Ded. HOUN04 

Dr. Mortimer’s Calling Card Ded. HOUN05 

1882 Lancet with Dr. Mortimer’s article on “Some Freaks of Atavism” 671 HOUN06 

Holmes noted that Mortimer rolled his own cigarettes and carried ciga-
rette papers. 

672 HOUN07 

“The Curse of the Hound of the Baskervilles” 673 HOUN08 

Letter from the Vatican thanking Holmes for his assistance in solving 
the mystery of the Vatican Cameos 

677 HOUN09 

Devon County Chronicle Newspaper article on the death of Sir Charles 
Baskerville 

676 HOUN10 

Reply from South America to Dr. Mortimer’s inquiry regarding the 
status of Rodger Baskerville; the sender informed Mortimer that Rodger 
died of yellow fever 

681 HOUN11 

Letter from Sir Henry to Dr. Mortimer responding to the Doctor’s cor-
respondence regarding the death of Sir Charles 

Ded. HOUN12 

Holmes smoked his black clay pipe while contemplating the story told to 
him by Dr. Mortimer 

683 HOUN13 

Holmes sent down for a large scale Ordnance Map from ‘Stamford’s’. 
The Map Seller’s actual name was ‘Stanford’s’ in Charing Cross 

683 HOUN14 

Sir Henry Baskerville’s Calling Card Ded. 
685  

HOUN15 

Envelope and mysterious message: “As you value life or your reason keep 
away from the moor.” 

685 HOUN16 

Sir Henry’s stolen boot with ‘Meyers , Toronto’ on the label 688, HOUN17 
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760 

Telegram from Mortimer to Barrtmore: : “Is all ready for Sir Henry?” 694 HOUN18 

Second Telegram from Mortimer to Grimpen P.O. — to be delivered 
into Barrymore’s hand 

694 HOUN19 

Stapleton’s Butterfly collection 706 
Ded. 

HOUN20 

HOUN21 

Watson’s two reports to Holmes 712, 
716 

HOUN22 

Watson’s hand-drawn map of the area around Baskerville Hall Ded. HOUN23 

Telegram from Holmes complimenting Watson on his detailed reports Ded. HOUN24 

Watson’s notes as recorded in his diary 726 HOUN25 

Laura Lyons Business card 731 HOUN26 

Laura Lyons Remington Typewriter 733 HOUN27 

Love letter to Laura Lyons from Stapleton encouraging her to find the 
money to finalize her divorse 

753 
Ded. 

HOUN28 

Dr. Mortimer played cards late into the night that Dr. Watson returned 
from Coombe Tracey 

733 HOUN29 

When Watson entered the stone hut on the Moor, he found, among 
other items, a pannikin (a vessel to heat food), a tinned tongue, 2 tins of 
preserved peaches and a sheet of paper with a note roughly scrawled in 
pencil: “Dr. Watson has gone to Coombe Tracey” 

739 HOUN30 

HOUN31  

Holmes wore a ‘cloth cap’ (likely a deerstalker) when Watson saw him 
outside the stone hut 

740 HOUN32 

Holmes told Watson that Cartwright had brought him a ‘clean collar” 741 HOUN33 

A letter from a professional photographer who had the Vandeleurs’  
photograph in his file 

753 
Ded. 

HOUN34 

HOUN35 

Three written descriptions of the Vandeleurs from trustworthy witnesses, 
identifying the Vandeleurs as the Stapletons. 

753 HOUN36 

HOUN37 

HOUN38 

Telegram from Lestrade to Holmes stating that he has the unsigned 
warrant and is on his way to Dartmoor. 

752 HOUN39 

Inspector Lestrade’s Business card Ded. HOUN40 

The unsigned arrest warrant secured by Lestrade 752 HOUN41 

Holmes British Bull Dog pistol with which he dispatched the Hound 
and Dr. Watson’s Adams Mark III Service Revolver, Official British 

757 HOUN42 
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Issue from 1872 to August 1880 

Receipt from ‘Ross and Mangles’ where Stapleton acquired the Hound 762 HOUN43 

Holmes found that the Stapleton’s stayed at the Mexborough Private 
Hotel in Crave Street when they stayed in London 

763 HOUN44 

Holmes reserved a box to watch the play “Les Huguenots” featuring the 
De Reszkes brothers at the Covent Garden Royal Opera House 

766 HOUN45 

THE VALLEY OF FEAR 

Envelope addressed to Holmes with Camberwell Postmark, dated  
January 6, 1888 (Happy Birthday Holmes!) 

769,775 VALL01 

Cryptic message Holmes knew to be from his Confidential Informant, 
Porlock 

770 VALL02 

Holmes ruled out the Bradshaw Railway Guide as the key to the cipher 772 VALL03 

Holmes and Watson used last year’s Whitaker’s Almanac to decipher 
Porlock’s message 

772 VALL04 

Watson’s handwritten de-ciphered message 771 VALL05 

Envelope addressed to Holmes with Camberwell Postmark, dated  
January 7, 1888 

771,775 VALL06 

Porlock’s un-ciphered message telling Holmes that he needs to lay low 
since Moriarty is suspicious 

771 VALL07 

Inspector Alec MacDonald’s photograph and card 773 VALL08 

Colonel Sebastian Moran’s annual paycheck in the amount of £6,000 
drawn from the Union Bank of Manchester 

777 VALL09 

The Postcard showing the Deutsche Bank — one of at least 20 used by 
Moriarty 

777 VALL10 

Cheque from the Credit Lyonnais Bank — another of at least 20 used by 
Moriarty 

777 VALL11 

Envelope addressed to Inspector MacDonald by Sussex Constabulary 
Officer White Mason, hand delivered to him by the milk train 

778 VALL12 

Note from White Mason asking for MacDonald’s and Holmes’  
assistance to solver the ‘snorter’ at Birlstone 

778 VALL13 

The sawed-off shotgun murder weapon found at the crime scene, that 
Holmes identified as am American weapon manufactured at the  
Pennsylvania Small Arms Company 

782, 
785 

VALL14 

Photograph of Cecil James Barker, close friend of John Douglas from 
their days together in America 

781 VALL15 

Card printed ‘V. V. 341’ on rough cardboard found next to the murdered 
victim’s body 

783, 
789, 

VALL16 
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790 

The twisted snake ring Douglas wore on the third finger of his left hand 784 VALL17 

Mr. Douglas’ single dumb-bell found in the murder room 790, 
800, 
807 

VALL18 

Ad for a Rudge-Whitworth Bicycle, the make of the one believed to 
have belonged to the perpetrator. 

791 VALL19 

County Cycle map found in the hotel room of the American ‘Hargrave’ 804 VALL20 

‘a small tract’ purchased by Holmes from the local tobacconist where he 
learned the history of Birlstone Manor 

807 VALL21 

Envelope and note addressed to Cecil Barker from Inspector MacDonald 
the regarding draining the moat 

808 VALL22 

VALL23 

Stock Certificate for the Vermissa Iron and Coal Company 811 VALL24 

Photograph of John ‘Black Jack’ McGinty, Bodymaster of the Vermissa 
Valley Lodge of the Ancient Order of Freemen 

797 VALL25 

Newspaper article reporting the shooting of Jonas Pinto in Chicago, 
which McMurdo claimed to be his work 

828 VALL26 

Vermissa Daily Herald news article on the “Reign of Terror in the Coal 
and Iron District” 

837 VALL27 

Members of Lodge 341 of Vermissa Valley Lodge of the Ancient Order 
of Freemen, aka “The Scrowrers” 

815 VALL28 

Vermissa Daily Herald news article: “Outrage at Herald Office” 840 VALL29 

Photograph of Ettie Edwards nee Shafter 865 VALL30 

Photograph of Birdy Edwards, aka Jack McMurdo, aka John Douglas 855 VALL31 

Note from Holmes warning Mrs. Ivy Douglas to get her husband out of 
England 

865 VALL32 

Telegram from Ivy Douglas to Cecil Barker reporting that her husband 
Jack was lost at sea while aboard the ship the Palmyra 

865 VALL33 

Postcard showing the ship the Palmyra 865 VALL34 

Anonymous note received by Holmes which he deduced was from  
Professor Moriarty “Dear me, Mr. Holmes. Dear me! 

865 VALL35 
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SHERLOCKIAN CONS AND COSPLAY 
Heather Holloway* 

he Sherlockian community has seen a bit of demographic upheaval 
over the last few years. Since the debut of BBC Sherlock and the rise 
of internet fandom in general, traditional Sherlockians have had to 

adjust to a younger, more female audience. The cognitive dissonance in-
volved in this has been much discussed and over-exaggerated in my opinion.  

Since his creation, Sherlock Holmes has always engendered a fervor in 
the masses. There is a reason that the completely apocryphal story of 
mourning Victorians storming the Strand offices in black armbands still 
holds sway (and is quoted as real in many sources). It’s because it seems like 
it could have happened.  

Certainly, the internet has changed the way we all interact with the 
Great Detective. Playing the Game is easier than ever and finding like-
minded friends, once a rare treat to be savored at a Scion meeting, can hap-
pen daily in the realms of cyberspace. Sherlockiana has always bloomed be-
cause of personal connections and the fact that those of us who enjoy the 
Canon and its related media also enjoy the company of one another.  

One of the newer ways that Sherlock Holmes aficionados have been able 
to come together is through conventions, both fan-run and professional. 
These events are a sharp contrast to the more academic symposiums and the 
dignified Scion meetings of the past. Fan conventions, based on the dec-
ades-old Science Fiction models, are generally organized over a weekend 
and provide multiple hours of programming during the day.  

Though major industry events like San Diego Comic-Con make it appear 
as if conventions and their related culture are new, the first World Science 
Fiction Convention was held in New York City in 1939. It was at this event 
that Myrtle R. Douglas invented cosplay as we know it when she and then-
boyfriend Forrest J. Ackerman arrived in “futuristicostumes” created and made 
by Douglas based on characters from the 1936 film Things to Come. Though 
they were the only people to attend in costume, the idea took off immedi-
ately. The next year’s convention included both an unofficial costume mas-
querade in Douglas’s hotel room and an official costume masquerade hosted 
by the con. It was from this moment forward that cons and cosplay, a term 
not actually coined until the 1980s, became synonymous.  

 
                                                                                                                            
* Heather Holloway is director and co-founder of 221B Con. Copyright 2019 Heather 
Holloway. 
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So cosplay, as we know it, is older than most assume, but also not new to 
Sherlockiana. How many Scion meetings and BSI goings-on have been at-
tended by Victorian-garbed devotees of the Master? How many of us own a 
deerstalker or Inverness cape? Who amongst us has never mugged cheerfully 
with a giant pipe? The only difference between the Sherlockian cosplay of the 
past and that of today is the sheer scale and the fact that the internet allows 
us to see so much more of what’s happening.  

The fact is that newer Sherlockians aren’t very different from traditional 
Sherlockians. If the internet had existed when Jeremy Brett became Holmes, 
I imagine a similar fandom would have grown around him. Cumberbatch and 
Freeman just have the great luck to live in an age of Tumblr and Twitter 
and Facebook. It’s so easy to Google search for likeminded fanatics and then 
meet them in person — something that an entire generation of mothers 
warned us never to do!  

And we are all better off. Because Sherlock Holmes lives — now, just as 
he did in 1895.  

A (PARTIAL) INVENTORY OF  
CONVENTIONS AND COSPLAY 

221B Con 
2019 (Apr 5-7); 2018 (Apr 13-18); 2017 (Apr 7-9); 2016 (Apr 1-3); 

2015 (Apr 10-12); 2014 (Apr 4-6); 2013 (Apr 13-14) 
The longest-running Sherlock Holmes fan convention is held in April of 

each year in Atlanta, GA. Beginning as a two-day event but moving 
to a three-day event as of the second year, 221B Con hosts over 100 
hours of programming, including panels, karaoke, a dance party, and 
a costume exhibition. The programming is split between traditional 
and more current Sherlock Holmes incarnations and the Canon.  

Bay Area Sherlock Con 
2014 (Aug 2-3); 2013 (Aug 17);  
BASC was a short-lived convention held in Santa Clara, CA. Focusing 

mostly on BBC Sherlock and Fandom, the convention brought tradi-
tional Sherlockians Michael Kean and Marsha Pollak to discuss cui-
sine in the Canon and Holmesian movie adaptations, respectively. 
Each convention ended with a large tea party, attended by costumed 
fans.  
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Elementary Con 
2014 (Feb 7-9) 
Organized by Starfury, a professional convention management service, 

Elementary was an unofficial convention for BBC Sherlock that was 
run for profit. This type of con is very different from the fan run con-
ventions like Sherlock Seattle and 221B Con. Elementary Con was 
the first Sherlock con to boast guests from the wildly popular BBC 
show. Benedict Cumberbatch sat for questions from his fans and then 
signed autographs and posed for pictures. The event included a cos-
tume parade and competition as well as panels and discussions about 
BBC Sherlock.  

GridLOCK DC 
2015 (Aug 8-9); 2014 (Aug 16) 
Lasting two years, GridLOCK was the second East Coast fan conven-

tion organized to celebrate Sherlock Holmes. Panels included discus-
sions of fanfiction, fanart, the Canon, and cosplay.  

Save Undershaw Freeze 
2012 (Apr 21) 
Hosted by the Baker Street Babes 
A flash mob organized in support of the movement to “Save Under-

shaw,” the former home of Sir Arthur Conan Doyle. Around 70 peo-
ple met on the National Gallery terrace in London at 2pm, some in 
costume, some not, and froze in place for five minutes. The event was 
confusing to many passersby who stopped to inquire about the 
strange happening and were educated about the plight of Undershaw. 

Sherlocked  
UK: 2017 (Oct 27-29); 2016 (Sep 23-25) 
US: 2018 (May 25-27); 2017 (May 26-28) 
Organized by Massive Events & Showmasters Ltd. in cooperation with 

Hartwoods Films, Sherlocked was the Official BBC Sherlock con-
vention. This large convention was fully focused on BBC Sherlock 
and included major guests like Martin Freeman and Benedict Cum-
berbatch. Full sets were constructed onsite so that fans and cosplayers 
could take photographs in Baker Street, and dozens of other photo 
opportunities were afforded to those who purchased high-level tickets 
for access to over a dozen guests.  

  



SHERLOCKIAN CONS AND COSPLAY 

2019   •   BAKER STREET ALMANAC   •   215 

SherlockeDCC 
2015 (Jul 10); 2014 (Jul 25); 2013 (Jul 18) 
Hosted by the Baker Street Babes 
For three straight years, the BSB hosted an unofficial BBC Sherlock par-

ty at San Diego Comic Con, the most star-studded convention in the 
world. The parties have been attended by fans in and out of costume 
and even Steven Moffat, Sue Vertue, and Mark Gatiss. 

Sherlock Seattle 
2016 (Oct 21-23); 2015 (Jan 9-11); 2014 (Aug 2-3); 2013 (Oct 4-6); 

2012 (Nov 3-4) 
Sherlock Seattle was the first Sherlock Holmes fan convention to be 

held. Noted Sherlockians Laurie R. King and Leslie Klinger attended 
the first convention as Guests of Honor. Panels over the years includ-
ed “The Weapons of Sherlock Holmes,” “Fandom 101,” and “Co-
splay Connection: How Cosplay Expands on The Fandom Experi-
ence.” Sherlock Seattle went on hiatus after the 2016 event due to a 
drop in attendance.  

Sherlopalooza 
2012 (Nov 17) 
Hosted by the Baker Street Babes and the Sherlock Holmes Society of 

London 
The complete second series of Sherlock was screened at the Prince 

Charles Cinema in Leicester Square. The night included a Question 
and Answer session with Sherlock composer Michael Price and Joe 
Lidster, the official writer for the BBC’s fictional Sherlock-related 
blogs. The theater sold out its 285 seats for the event, which included 
a costume contest. 
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SHERLOCK HOLMES AND THE LAW 2018 
Ira Brad Matetsky* 

January 8, 2018 — Judge Michael P. Allen of the United States Court of 
Appeals for Veterans Claims remands a disability claim for further review. 
The agency found that the veteran failed to establish that his emphysema 
was caused by a service-related condition, but did not address his alternative 
theory that his disease was aggravated by such a condition. Allen decides 
that “[t]he Board may have been correct as far as it went, but the problem is 
that there is a critical topic that the examiners did not discuss.”1 He con-
cludes that “[f]rom a literary perspective, this appeal’s critical feature is akin 
to Sherlock Holmes deciding a case because of the dog that did not bark. See 
Arthur Conan Doyle, The Memoirs of Sherlock Holmes, The Adventure of Sil-
ver Blaze (1894).”2 
April 17, 2018 — A plaintiff in a North Carolina defamation case is denied a 
preliminary injunction that would have prevented the defendant from repeat-
ing the allegedly defamatory statements.3 Among other things, the defend-
ant had circulated an online article titled “Characteristics of a Sociopath,” 
allegedly intended as a reference to plaintiff. The article “begins by quoting 
the Sherlock Holmes character in a British television series describing him-
self as ‘not a psychopath, [but instead] a high functioning sociopath,’ and 
then continues by examining ‘what the term sociopath entails, whether it is 
indeed distinct from psychopathy, and whether Holmes was right to diag-
nose himself as one.’”4 Magistrate Judge L. Patrick Auld concludes that even 
assuming the article referred to plaintiff, forwarding it did not constitute a 
factual statement about him, but would be considered subjective and hyper-
bolic language and therefore unlikely to support liability for defamation. 
April 20, 2018 — The Maryland Court of Appeals (the state’s highest court) 
analyzes the state’s “doctrine of imputed negligence” in an automobile acci-
dent case. A car owner allowed another person to drive the car while the 
owner rode as a passenger. Under one early line of Maryland precedents, the 
court observed, the owner-passenger would not only be liable to third parties 
for injuries caused by the driver’s negligence, but would have no claim 
                                                                                                                            
* Ira Brad Matetsky is “The Final Problem” in the Baker Street Irregulars. 
1 Lang v. Shulkin, 2018 U.S. App. Vet. Claims LEXIS 18, at *6 (Jan. 8, 2018). 
2 Id. at n.4. 
3 Wolfe Fin. Inc. v. Rodgers, 2018 U.S. Dist. LEXIS 64335 (M.D.N.C. Apr. 17, 2018), 
adopted, 2018 U.S. Dist. LEXIS 82643 (M.D.N.C. May 14, 2018). 
4 Id. at *38-39 (bracketed material in original).  
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against the driver for the owner-passenger’s own injuries. Discussing this 
doctrine, Justice Robert McDonald writes for the court: 

The reasoning of the “both ways” theory of imputed negligence 
appears logical in its symmetry. A logician might conclude the 
analysis with Q.E.D. or the brutally logical and fictional Sherlock 
Holmes might say: “Elementary.” However, as a real-life Holmes 
once famously said: “The life of the law has not been logic; it has 
been experience.” Oliver Wendell Holmes, Jr., Book Notices, 14 
Am. L. Rev. 233, 234 (1880).5 

McDonald correctly cites “The Crooked Man” as the source for Sherlock 
Holmes’s use of the word “elementary.”6 Commendably, he does not insert 
the never-spoken phrase “elementary, my dear Watson” into Holmes’s 
mouth. The court ultimately declines to apply the imputed negligence doc-
trine in this case. 
May 7, 2018 — The Pennsylvania Superior Court affirms a trial judge’s de-
cision that a teenage defendant will be tried in (adult) criminal court rather 
than juvenile court. The judge found, among other things, that the defend-
ant had “displayed a good deal of sophistication” in connection with his 
criminal enterprise. This conclusion is reached even though “in order to be a 
drug dealer [one doesn’t] need to be Professor Moriarty from Sherlock 
Holmes.”7 
June 26, 2018 — Margalit Fox’s book Conan Doyle for the Defense: The True 
Story of a Sensational British Murder, a Quest for Justice and the World’s Most 
Famous Detective Writer, is published by Random House. The book details 
Doyle’s role in publicizing the unjust conviction of Oscar Slater, who was 
exonerated and freed after serving 18 years in a Scottish prison for a murder 
he did not commit. Reviews are positive. 
November 21, 2018 — Another judicial invocation of “the dog that didn’t 
bark,” this one from the U.S. District Court for the District of New Mexico. 
Judge James O. Browning analyzes a set of amendments to the Indian Self-
Determination and Education Act (ISDA), which were passed by Congress 
and signed by President Bill Clinton in 1994. In reviewing the legislative 
history of the amendments, Browning finds it significant that Clinton did 

                                                                                                                            
5 Seaborne-Worsley v. Mintiens, 458 Md. 555, 567 (2018) (footnotes omitted). 
6 Id. at n.11. 
7 Commonwealth v. Lindsey-Cooley, 2018 Pa. Super. Unpub. LEXIS 1467, at *10 (May 7, 
2018). 
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not issue a presidential signing statement when he signed them: 
President William J. Clinton issued more than fifty percent more 
signing statements than any other President in history. See Con-
gressional Research Service, Presidential Signing Statements: 
Constitutional and Institutional Implications 5-7 (Jan. 4, 
2012). . . . His choice not to issue one on the ISDA amendments 
is therefore as notable as a dog that does not bark, especially given 
that he wrote four other signing statements on other bills the 
same day that he signed the ISDA amendments of 1994.8 

A footnote to this passage observes: 
The “dog didn’t bark” canon derives from a short story from Sir 
Arthur Conan Doyle, in which Sherlock Holmes deduces the 
identity of the villain after realizing that the dog of the house did 
not bark when the individual came to the house. See Sir Arthur 
Conan Doyle, The Adventure of Silver Blaze, in The Complete 
Sherlock Holmes 347 (A.C. Doyle Memorial ed. 1960). The Su-
preme Court repeatedly has invoked this unofficial canon of 
statutory construction.9 

November 27, 2018 — During oral argument before the U.S. Supreme 
Court in Carpenter v. Murphy, Justice Samuel A. Alito, Jr. invokes “a fun-
damental principle of law that derives from Sherlock Holmes, which is the 
dog that didn’t bark.”10  
December 4, 2018 — Christopher Sandford’s book The Man Who Would Be 
Sherlock: The Real-Life Adventures of Arthur Conan Doyle, is published in the 
United States by Thomas Dunne Books (Macmillan). (It had appeared in 
the U.K. in 2017.) The book discusses Conan Doyle’s interaction with real-
world criminal matters, including the George Edalji and Oscar Slater cases.  
December 31, 2018 — At the stroke of midnight, for the first time in 21 
years, a canonical story enters the public domain in the United States. Legis-
lation passed in 1998, a time when the final ten stories from The Case-Book 
of Sherlock Holmes were still under copyright in the U.S., extended the copy-
right term for certain pre-1979 works from 75 years to 95 years, “freezing” 
the public domain for 20 years. Works first published in 1923, whose copy-
                                                                                                                            
8 United States v. Cleveland, 2018 U.S. Dist. LEXIS 198571, at *121 (D.N.M. Nov. 21, 
2018). 
9 Id. at n.27. 
10 Transcript of oral argument at 53, Carpenter v. Murphy, No. 17-1107 (argued Nov. 27, 
2018). 
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rights expire on December 31, 2018 and which enter the public domain on 
January 1, 2019, include “The Adventure of the Creeping Man” by Arthur 
Conan Doyle. Other important detective fiction that may also now be freely 
republished includes Whose Body? by Dorothy Sayers, the first Lord Peter 
Wimsey novel, and The Murder on the Links by Agatha Christie, the second 
Hercule Poirot novel. Other works by Arthur Conan Doyle that may now 
be freely reprinted in the United States include the early chapters of his 
memoir, Memories and Adventures. The balance of that book will enter the 
public domain one year hence on January 1, 2020, together with “The Ad-
venture of the Sussex Vampire,” “The Adventure of the Three Garridebs,” 
and “The Adventure of the Illustrious Client.” 
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SHERLOCKIAN GROUPS AND SOCIETIES 
Mike McSwiggin* 

hat follows is a list of Sherlockian groups and societies, in three 
categories: by country (for general-interest groups), by profession 
(for work-related special-interest groups), and by “Other” (for 

everyone else). Countries are listed in alphabetical order (and in alphabetical 
order by state within the United States because there are so many of them!). 
Professional groups are listed alphabetically by name (each listing describes 
the profession represented). Finally, the “Other” category lists groups that 
are internet-based or wide-ranging in some other way or simply unclassifiable. 
Many thanks to Peter Blau, who is the keeper of lists and a general fount of 
knowledge for all things Sherlockian. I have used mailing address contact 
information supplied to him by the groups listed below, augmented wherever 
possible with updated email addresses, websites, and Facebook groups. 

Like many other contributors to this almanac, I am looking to you, the 
reader, to supplement my understanding and knowledge. If the information 
about your group in this report is inaccurate (or is missing entirely), please 
send me (at mikemcswiggin@gmail.com) up-to-date email, website, and 
Facebook information for your group, along with the group’s name and any 
other pertinent information. 

SHERLOCKIAN SOCIETIES BY COUNTRY 
Australia 

The Sydney Passengers 
Bill Barnes 
19 Malvern Avenue 
Manly, N.S.W. 2095 
www.sherlock.on.net/ 

The Sherlock Holmes Society of South Australia 
Mark Chellew 
P.O. Box 85 
Daw Park, SA 5041 
sites.google.com/site/sherlocksa/ 

The Sherlock Holmes Society of Melbourne 
Michael Duke 
Melbourne 3 Gillies Street 
Hampton, Vic. 3188 
mmgduke@bigpond.net.au   
                                                                                                                            
* Mike McSwiggin is “A Seven-Per-Cent Solution” in the Baker Street Irregulars. 
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The Sherlock Holmes Society of Western Australia 
Fred Rutter 
49 Cedar Way 
Forrestfield, WA 6058 
camden.house@telstra.com  

Austria 

Baker Street Vienna 
Silvia Groniewicz 
Anton-Baumgartnerstrasse 44/C5/1/1 
1230 Vienna 
www.facebook.com/BakerStreetVienna/ 

Belgium 

Le peloton des cyclistes solitaires 
Cedric C. Goffinet 
Rue de Levallois-Perret 46 
B-1080 Bruxelles 

Brazil 

The Isadora Klein Amateur Mendicant Society 
Carlos Orsi Martinho 
r. Zacarias de Goes, 404, ap. 92 
Jundiai-SP 13201-800 

Canada 

The Singular Society of the Baker Street Dozen 
Charles Prepolec 
101 Royal Bay NW 
Calgary, AB T3G 5J6 
www.facebook.com/groups/2679735952/ 

The Wisteria Lodgers of Edmonton 
Constantine Kaoukakis 
9705 163rd Street NW 
Edmonton, AB T5P 3N1 
sherlockholmesedmonton.com/ 

The Stormy Petrels of British Columbia 
Krista Lee Munro 
thestormypetrels.com/ 
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The Halifax Spence Munros 
Mark J. Alberstat 
46 Kingston Crescent 
Dartmouth, NS B3A 2M2 
www.facebook.com/The-Spence-Munros-212957769636/ 

The Main Street Irregulars 
Trevor S. Raymond 
4 Lyons Court 
Georgetown, ON L7G 5P4 

The London Cesspudlians 
Mark Hanson 
70 Augusta Crescent 
London, ON N6E 2E1 

The Stratford on Avon Sherlock Holmes Society 
Jack Winn 
32 Ontario Street #3 
Stratford, ON N5A 3GB 
www.facebook.com/Stratford-On-Avon-Sherlock-Holmes-Society-890766164306152/ 

The Bootmakers of Toronto 
Thelma Beam 
360 Bloor Street East #910 
Toronto, ON M4W 3M3 
www.torontobootmakers.com/ 

The Bimetallic Question 
Wilfrid de Freitas 
Box 883, Stock Exchange Tower 
Montreal, QC H4Z 1K2 
www.bimetallicquestion.org/ 

China 

The Chinese Sherlockian Society 
Zhen Liu 
Shanghai 
ellry@sherlockian.org 

Czech Republic 

Ceska spolecnost Sherlocka Holmese (The Czech Sherlock Holmes Society) 
Ales Kolodrubec 
Belehradsk 94 
120 00 Praha 2 

Institute for the Study and the Life and Work of Sherlock Holmes 
www.sherlockian.cz/ 
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Denmark 

The Cimbrian Friends of Baker Street 
Jens Byskov Jensen 
Billundveg 24 
DK-7323 Give 

The A.C. Doyle & Sherlock Holmes Society of Copenhagen 
Michael Morton 
Loevens Kvarter 4 A 
DK-2620 Albertslund 

Sherlock Holmes Klubben i Danmark (The Danish Baker Street Irregulars) 
Bjarne Rother Jensen 
Hojbovangen 24 
DK-9200 Aalborg SV 
www.facebook.com/SHKlubben/ 

France 

Le Cercle Holmesien de Paris 
Laurence Deloison 
c/o Thierry Gilibert 
100 rue de la Chapelle 
75018 Paris  
cercleholmesiendeparis.tumblr.com/ 

La Societe Sherlock Holmes de France 
Thierry Saint-Joanis 
15 rue Grande 
03370 Saint-Sauvier 
www.sshf.com/ 

Le Cercle Litteraire de l’Escarboucle Bleue 
Jean-Paul Cabot 
escarboucle-bleue.pagesperso-orange.fr/ 

Germany 

Deutsche Sherlock-Holmes-Gesellschaft 
Olaf H. Maurer 
Wanderstrasse 31 
D-67071 Ludwigshafen am Rhein 
dshc.de/ 

Hungary 

The Sherlock Holmes Club of Hungary 
Zsofia Marincsak 
sherlockian-sherlock.com/sherlock-holmes-club-hungary.php 
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India 

The Sherlock Holmes Society of India 
Cmdt (JG) Sumal Surendranath 
Principal Directorate of Law (Rm 27) 
Coast Guard HQ, Nat’l Stadium Complex 
Purana Quila Road, New Delhi 110001 
www.sherlockholmessociety.in/ 

Iraq 

The Baker Street Arabs 
Robert F. Cryne 
U.S. Embassy-Iraq 
RCLO, Room S-115 
APO AE 08316 

Israel 

The Sherlock Holmes Society of Jerusalem 
Moshe Nalick 
Kiryat Telshe-Stone 114/3 
D.N. Harei Yehuda 

Italy 

Uno Studio in Holmes 
Gianluca Salvatori 
Torre di Monterivecchi 
Via delle Ballodole 9/18 
50139 Firenze 
www.unostudioinholmes.org/ 

Japan 

The Circle of the Trained Cormorant 
Nob Yamamoto 
2-17-101 Iwaei-cho 
Gifu-shi, Gifu 500-8134 

The Japan Sherlock Holmes Club 
Akane Higashiyama 
Ohizumi-machi 2-55-8 
Nerima-ku, Tokyo 178-0062 
www.holmesjapan.jp/english/index.htm 
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The Men with the Twisted Konjo 
Yuichi Hirayama 
2-10-12 Kamirenjaku, Mitaka-shi 
Tokyo 181-0012 

Kyrgyzstan 

The Seventeen Steppes 
Loudmila Konkova 
Kurmanjan-Datka Str 271 
Osh Oblast Library, Soros Res. Ctr. 
Kyrgyzstan 714000 

The Netherlands 

The Baarn Baskervilles 
Jan-Just Middel 
Nieuw Baarnstraat #4-C 
3743 BR Baarn 

New Zealand 

The Antipodean Holmesian Society 
Ted Nye 
51 Irvine Road, The Cove 
Dunedin 

Portugal 

Os Naufragos de Nora Creina [The Norah Creina Castaways] 
Joel Lima 
Largo do Mastro 29-3, Porta D 
1100 Lisboa 

Spain 

Circulo Holmes 
Joan Proubasta 
Camelies 83, 1.o 3.a 
08024 Barcelona 
www.circuloholmes.org.es/ 

The Amateur Mendicant Society of Madrid 
Miguel Gonzalez Pedel 
Mozart 15 (6-F) 
28008 Madrid 
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Sweden 

The Swedish Pathological Society 
Joakim Eklund 
Norsesundsvagen 71 
SE-44163 Alings†s 

The Baskerville Hall Club of Sweden 
www.sherlockholmes.se/ 

The Fierce Badgers in Ystad 
Lars Jannedal 
Hagermansgatan 16 
SE-26132 Ystad 

Switzerland 

The Reichenbach Irregulars 
Markus Geisser & Michael A. Meer 
34 Place de Bourg de Four 
CH-1240 Geneva 
www.221b.ch/ 

United Kingdom 

The Sherlock Appreciation Society 
Sharon Jones 
UK EN Bolton Bolton Sixth Form College 
Dean Road, Bolton BL3 5BU 
England 
www.facebook.com/groups/325607570921551/ 

The Retired Beekeepers of Sussex 
Elinor Hickey 
Brighton 
retiredbeekeepers@gmail.com 
retiredbeekeepers.tumblr.com/ 

The Sherlock Holmes Society of Cheltenham 
Reginald Lee 
19 Wellington Place, London Road 
Cheltenham GL52 6EW 
England 

The Poor Folk Upon the Moors 
H. Vosper Arthur 
Spynishlake, Doddiscomsleigh 
Exeter, Devon EX6 7PR 
England 
poorfolk.wixsite.com/poorfolkuponthemoors 
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The Sherlock Holmes Society of London 
Bob Ellis 
13 Crofton Avenue 
Orpington, Kent BR6 8DU 
England 
www.sherlock-holmes.org.uk/ 

Shersoc (Sherlock Society) 
Florence Roberts-Bowman  
University of York  
shersoc@yusu.org 

The Crew of the S.S. May Day 
Oscar Ross 
19 Ardcarn Way 
Belfast BT5 7RP 
Northern Ireland 
thessmayday.org.uk/ 

The Sherlock Holmes Society of Scotland 
Barry Young 
19 Windsor Court, Dirleton Drive 
Glasgow G41 3BG 
Scotland 
sherlockscotland.blogspot.com/ 

The Deerstalkers of Welshpool 
Roy Upton-Holder 
146 Little Henfaes Drive 
Welshpool SY21 7BA 
Wales 
sherlockholmeswelshpool.wordpress.com/ 

United States 

— Alabama 

The Athens Chapter of the Baker Street Irregulars 
Robert K. Glenn 
Athens State University 
300 North Beaty Street 
Athens, AL 35611-1902 

The Eastern Shore Irregulars 
Philip Ellis 
Box 2661 
Daphne, AL 36526-2661 
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The Disreputable Little Scarecrows of the Shoals 
Terry Pace 
808 Alabama Avenue 
Sheffield, AL 35660-2824 

— Alaska  

The Singular Society of the Lion’s Mane 
Erin Bentley 
7500 Trenton Lane 
Anchorage, AK 99502-3142 

— Arizona  

The Baker Street Arabs of the Western Desert 
Paul C. Smedegaard 
40339 Hickok Court 
Anthem, AZ 85086-3606 

The Desert Beekeepers 
Doris and Richard Dale 
Box 18635 
Fountain Hills, AZ 85269-8635 

The Transfixed Correspondence of Phoenix 
Lauren Cercone 
2512 West Gary Way 
Phoenix, AZ 85401-7639 
www.meetup.com/Phoenix-Sherlockians/ 
www.facebook.com/transfixedcorrespondence/ 

— Arkansas 

The Arkansas Valley Investors, Ltd. 
George Wildgen 
42 Cimarron Valley Circle 
Little Rock, AR 72212-3502 

— California 

Holmes’ Hounds at Baker Street West 
Linda Hein 
Hein & Co. Books & Vintage Goods 
204 Main Street 
Jackson, CA 95642-2332 
bakerstreetwest.com/holmes-hounds/ 
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The Loungers and Idlers of the Empire 
Edna Jukofsky 
5316 Huddart Avenue 
Arcadia, CA 91006-5953 
www.facebook.com/TheLoungersAndIdlersOfTheEmpire/ 

The Diogenes Club of the Monterey Peninsula 
Michael H. Kean 
3040 Sloat Road 
Pebble Beach, CA 93953-2837 

The Goose Club of the Alpha Inn [California] 
John P. Sohl 
20446 Orey Place 
Winnetka, CA 91306-4246 

The Trained Cormorants of Long Beach, California 
Jim Coffin 
6570 East Paseo Alcazaa 
Anaheim, CA 92807-4910  

The Curious Collectors of Baker Street 
Jerry and Chrys Kegley 
18014 Sherman Way #275 
Reseda, CA 91335-4639 
www.facebook.com/Curious-Collectors-of-Baker-Street-CCOBS-163335686396/ 

The Christopher Morley Whiskey & Sodality Club 
Steven E. Whiting 
3245 University Avenue #1-150 
San Diego, CA 92104-2009 

The Grimpen Admirers of Sherlock Holmes 
Steven E. Whiting 
3245 University Avenue #1-150 
San Diego, CA 92104-2009 
www.facebook.com/Grimpen-Admirers-of-Sherlock-Holmes-757195544388633/ 

The Noble West Enders 
Jim Ferreira 
573 Oriole Avenue 
Livermore, CA 94550-2684 

The Scowrers and Molly Maguires of San Francisco 
Marc Kaufman 
17 Mountain Meadow Road 
Woodside, CA 94062-4413 
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The Blind German Mechanics 
Wally Conger 
2650 Brentwood Circle 
Arroyo Grande, CA 93420-5543 
www.facebook.com/groups/43218057055/ 

The Sherlock Breakfast Club 
Bonnie MacBird 
655 North Bundy Drive 
Los Angeles, CA 90049-2316 
www.meetup.com/sherlock-breakfast-club/ 

The Blustering Gales from the South-West 
Carol Sperling 
4864 West 120th Street 
Hawthorne, CA 90250-2725 
www.coliserv.net/bgsw/ 

— Colorado 

Dr. Watson’s Neglected Patients 
William S. Dorn 
617 Detroit Street 
Denver, CO 80206-3831 
dwnp.com/ 
www.facebook.com/DrWatsonsNP/ 

— Connecticut  

The Winter Assizes at Norwich 
Charles A. Adams 
60 River Road 
East Haddam, CT 06423-1403 

Through the Magnifying Glass: The Cheshire Sherlock Holmes Society 
Andrew Tranquilli 
390 Contour Drive 
Cheshire, CT 06410-2105 

The Yale Sherlock Holmes Society 
Linda C. Mayes 
230 South Frontage Road 
New Haven, CT 06519-1124 
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— District of Columbia 

The Red Circle of Washington, D.C. 
Peter E. Blau 
7103 Endicott Court 
Bethesda, MD 20817-4401 
www.redcircledc.org/ 

— Florida 

The Friends of Sherlock Holmes 
Les Moskowitz 
7067 Trentino Way 
Boynton Beach, FL 33472-7301 

The Sherlock Holmes Mystery Club 
Howard S. Schoen 
7833 Whispering Palms Drive #202 
Boynton Beach, FL 33437-3842 

The Fresh Rashers of Estero Island 
Fort Myers Beach, FL 
David J. Milner 
6 Crowndale Drive 
Taylors, SC 29687-4031 

The Tropical Deerstalkers 
Robert S. Ennis 
3455 Stallion Lane 
Weston, FL 33331-3035 

The Pleasant Places of Florida 
Carl L. Heifetz 
12825 Astonwood Drive #212 
Tampa, FL 33626-3131 
ppofl.net/ 

— Georgia 

The Confederates of Wisteria Lodge 
Mary Leonard 
Mycroft Manor 
1265 Willow Park Way 
Cumming, GA 30041-7911 

The Keepers of the Bullpup 
Ira Block 
406 Pine Street 
Madison, GA 30650-1614  
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— Illinois  

The Tenacious Bulldogs 
George H. Scheetz 
406 Wolcott Lane 
Batavia, IL 60510-2838 

The Chester Baskerville Society 
Michael W. McClure 
1415 Swanwick Street 
Chester, IL 62233-1317 

Altamont’s Agents of Chicago 
John N. Wilson 
11837 West 118th Street 
Palos Park, IL 60464-1401 

The Criterion Bar Association 
Allan T. Devitt 
16W603 3rd Avenue 
Bensenville, IL 60106-2327 
www.facebook.com/The-Criterion-Bar-Association-188549744619973/ 

The Hounds of the Baskerville (sic) 
Donald J. Terras 
Grosse Pointe Lighthouse 
2535 Sheridan Road 
Evanston, IL 60201-2431 
www.houndsofthebaskerville.org/ 

Hugo’s Companions 
Al Shaw 
1423 South Birch Drive 
Mount Prospect, IL 60056 
www.facebook.com/groups/673134672807200/ 

The Solar Pons Breakfast Club 
Bernadette Donze 
7224 South Kidwell Road 
Downers Grove, IL 60516-3766 

The Torists International, S.S. 
Donald B. Izban 
1012 Rene Court 
Park Ridge, IL 60068-2068 
www.facebook.com/thetorists/ 
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The Scotland Yarders 
Janice Weiner 
6540 N. Richmond Street 
Chicago, IL 60645-4209 
www.facebook.com/groups/775061845982024/ 

The Occupants of the Empty House 
William R. Cochran 
614 South Terrace Drive 
Carbondale, IL 62901-2117 
sherlockinsouthernillinois.blogspot.com/ 

The Beespeckled Band 
Barb Eskoz 
648 Burton Avenue 
Highland Park, IL 60035-4812 

The Baker Street Pages 
Tim O’Connor 
6015 West Route 115 
Herscher, IL 60941-6139 

The Hansoms of John Clayton 
Brad Keefauver 
4009 Chelsea Place 
Peoria, IL 61614-7201 

Pondicherry Lodge 
Mary Denham 
40 Westwood Terrace 
Springfield, IL 62702-4611 

— Indiana  

The Illustrious Clients of Indianapolis 
Steve Doyle 
www.facebook.com/The-Illustrious-Clients-of-Indianapolis-184841455301/ 

The Retired Colourmen 
Michael F. Whelan 
Sussex Downs 
7938 Mill Stream Circle 
Indianapolis, IN 46278-2105 

The Solitary Cyclists of South Bend 
Michael J. Crowe 
4318 Foxfire Drive 
South Bend, IN 46628-4069 
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— Iowa 

The Priory School Dropouts 
B. Dean Wortman 
223 Lynn Avenue 
Ames, IA 50014-7166 

The Younger Stamfords 
Monica Schmidt 
1640 Deborah Drive NE 
Solon, IA 52333-9324 
www.meetup.com/the-younger-stamfords/ 

The Iowa Valley of Fear 
P.J. Colbert 
Marshalltown Community College 
3700 South Center Street 
Marshalltown, IA 50158-4760 

— Kentucky 

The Silver Blazers 
Ralph Hall 
2906 Wallingford Court 
Louisville, KY 40218-2363 
hall221b@aol.com 

— Louisiana  

Le Cercle de Sherlock Holmes 
R.W. Culver 
4324 Loveland Street 
Metairie, LA 70006-4122 

— Maryland  

Society of the Naval Treaty 
Lynn Whitall 
562 Maynadier Lane 
Crownsville, MD 21032-2136 

The Carlton Club 
Karen Lane 
837 Bear Cabin Drive 
Forest Hill, MD 21050-2732 
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The Sherlockians of Baltimore 
Greg Ruby 
2400 Boston Street #102-A19 
Baltimore, MD 21224-4780 
SherlockiansofBaltimore@gmail.com 

The Six Napoleons of Baltimore 
William Hyder 
717 Maiden Choice Lane #ST-508 
Catonsville, MD 21228-6137 
www.facebook.com/groups/2132592560358582/ 

The Denizens of the Bar of Gold 
Art Renkwitz 
1908 Pig Neck Road 
Cambridge, MD 21613-3644 
www.homeroomd140.com/denizens.html 

Watson’s Tin Box 
Andrew J. Solberg 
5612 Thicket Lane 
Columbia, MD 21044-2526 
www.watsonstinbox.org/ 

— Massachusetts  

The Speckled Band of Boston 
Richard M. Olken 
1313 Washington Street #306 
Boston, MA 02118-2153 

The Friends of Irene Adler 
Cambridge-area scion 
Daniel Posnansky 
11 Goosefair Lane 
Kennebunkport, ME 04046-5730 

Sherlock Holmes Pipe Club of Boston 
Nelson Pidgeon 
shpcboston@yahoo.com 
www.shpcboston.org/ 

— Michigan  

The Arcadia Mixture 
Stephen Landes 
1260 Barrister Road 
Ann Arbor, MI 48105-2820 
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The Amateur Mendicant Society 
Christopher Music 
6717 Snow Apple Drive 
Clarkston, MI, 48346-2163 
www.amateurmendicantsociety.org/ 

The Greek Interpreters of East Lansing 
Shari Conroy 
4440 Beeman Road 
Williamston, MI 48895-9607 
thegreekinterpreters.org/ 

The Ribston-Pippins 
Regina Stinson 
715 Amelia Avenue 
Royal Oak, MI 48073-2756 
www.ribston-pippins.com/index.html 

— Minnesota 

The Lady Frances Carfax Society 
Linda J. Reed 
2809 Fremont Avenue South #211 
Minneapolis, MN 55408-2036 

Martha Hudson’s Cronies 
Julia Carraher 
4242 Stevens Avenue South #2 
Minneapolis, MN 55409-2004 

The Norwegian Explorers of Minnesota 
NorwegianExplorers@gmail.com  
www.norwegianexplorers.org/ 

— Missouri  

The Black Jacks of Ballarat 
Jason Hicks 
941 East Brookside Drive 
Marshfield, MO 65706-8917 

The Harpooners of the Sea Unicorn 
Michael E. Bragg 
807 South 6th Street 
Saint Charles, MO 63301-2921 
harpooners.wordpress.com/ 
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The Jefferson Hopes of St. Louis 
Michael Waxenberg 
7353 Princeton Avenue 
Saint Louis, MO 63130-2923 

The Noble Bachelors of St. Louis 
Randall Getz 
7456 Cornell Avenue 
University City, MO 63130-2914 

The Parallel Case of St. Louis 
Joseph J. Eckrich 
914 Oakmoor Drive 
Fenton, MO 63026-7008 
parallelcasestl.wixsite.com/home 

— Nebraska  

The Omaha Sherlockian Society 
Carl Wirth 
2720 North 45th Avenue 
Omaha, NE 68104-4527 
www.omahasherlockiansociety.org/ 

The Maiwand Jezails 
Lee Polikov 
Office of the County Attorney 
1210 Golden Gate Drive 
Papillon, NE 

— New Hampshire  

Sherlock Holmes Club of the Upper Valley 
Tom Brydges 
14 Berrill Farms Lane 
Hanover, NH 03755-3206 

Cox & Co. of New England 
David W. Houle 
193 Currier Drive 
Manchester, NH 03104-4735 
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— New Jersey  

The Red-Headed League of Jersey 
Steve and Linda Morris 
723 Drake Avenue 
Middlesex, NJ 08846-2143 
RHLeagueNJ@aol.com 
www.facebook.com/groups/RHLeagueNJ/ 

Mrs. Hudson’s Cliffdwellers of New Jersey 
Ron Fish 
Box 4 
Circleville, NY 10919-0004 
mrshudsonscliffdwellers.homestead.com/ 

The Epilogues of Sherlock Holmes 
Robert S. Katz 
11 Van Beuren Road 
Morristown, NJ 07960-7008 

— New Mexico  

The Dog(s) in the Night 
Graham Sudbury 
Box 506 
Taos, NM 87571-0506 

— New York 

The Avenging Winters of Albany 
C.M. Powers 
9 Elaine Court 
Cohoes, NY 12047-4008 
theavengingwintersofalbany.wordpress.com/ 

The Montague Street Lodgers of Brooklyn 
Peter Crupe 
1533 64th Street 
Brooklyn, NY 11219-5709 

The Hudson Valley Sciontists 
Lou Lewis 
2 Loockerman Avenue 
Poughkeepsie, NY 12601-4906 
hudsonvalleysciontists.homestead.com/ 

The Consulting Detectives 
Herbert M. Levy 
Box 197 
East Meadow, NY 11554-0197 



SHERLOCKIAN GROUPS AND SOCIETIES 

2019   •   BAKER STREET ALMANAC   •   239 

The Three Garridebs 
Dante M. Torrese 
US NY Eastchester 11 Chestnut Street 
Ardsley, NY 10502-1001 
3garridebs.homestead.com/ 

The Delaware Deerstalkers 
Leonard E. Sienko, Jr. 
12 East Main Street 
Hancock, NY 13783-1128 

The Baker Street Underground 
Andrew Jay Peck 
185 West End Avenue #11-F 
New York, NY 10023-5544 

The Isle of Uffa Chowder and Marching Society 
Susan Rice 
125 Washington Place #2-E 
New York, NY 10014-3838 

The Priory Scholars of NYC 
Judith Freeman 
280 Ninth Avenue #1-C 
New York, NY 10001-5714 
prioryscholarsnyc.wordpress.com/ 

The Three Hours for Lunch Club 
New York City-based group 
Burt Wolder 
8 Essex Road 
Scotch Plains, NJ 07076-2547 

The Young Sherlockians of New York 
Mohamad Bazzi 
8008 35th Avenue #5-F 
Jackson Heights, NY 11372-4934 

Rochester Row 
Lewis Neisner 
501 Rivers Run 
Rochester, NY 14523-4935 
sites.google.com/view/rochester-row/home 

Altamont’s Agents 
Thomas A. Dandrew II 
375 Langley Road 
Amsterdam, NY 12010-7915 
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The Long Island Cave Dwellers 
Warren Randall 
15 Fawn Lane West 
South Setauket, NY 11720-1346 

The Mycroft Holmes Society of Syracuse 
Carol Cavalluzzi 
300 Heroy Lab 
Syracuse University 
Syracuse, NY 
www.facebook.com/groups/1013100595455929/ 

— North Carolina  

Sherlock Holmes Society of the Cape Fear 
P. O. Box 347 
Carolina Beach, NC 28428  
www.sherlockholmessociety.com/ 

Diogenes Club Excommunicants 
Sally Humphreys 
1474 Oberry Road 
Mount Olive, NC 28365-7038 

— Ohio  

The Inverness Capers 
Michael Senuta 
881 North Columbine Drive 
Barberton, OH 44203-4320 

The Tankerville Club 
Cincinnati, OH 
Dan Andriacco 
tankervilleclub@gmail.com 
www.facebook.com/Tankerville-Club-1926753590689616/ 

Mrs. Hudson’s Lodgers 
Jeffrey Cunninghan 
1780 Kingsley Avenue 
Akron, OH 44313-6142 
www.mrshudsonslodgers.com/ 

The Clients of Sherlock Holmes 
Sherry Rose-Bond 
5471 Riverport Drive 
Columbus, OH 43221-5625 
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The Agra Treasurers 
Dayton, OH 
Lorraine Reibert 
www.agratreasurers.net/ 

The Stormy Petrels of Maumee Bay 
Mark J. McGovern 
3033 Sherbrooke Road 
Toledo, OH 43606-3772 
www.facebook.com/groups/671711902978785/ 

— Oklahoma  

The Afghanistan Perceivers of Oklahoma 
Vic Lahti 
8515 East 64th Street 
Tulsa, OK 74133-7634 

The Elder Brothers of John W. Watson 
Richard Kearns 
1615 South Columbia Avenue 
Tulsa, OK 74104-5903 

— Oregon 

The Noble and Most Singular Order of the Blue Carbuncle 
Terri Zensen 
15103 N.E. 27th Avenue 
Vancouver, WA 98686-1524 
sherlockholmesportland.com/ 

The Vamberry Wine Merchants 
Drucilla Weiland 
7550 Ridgewood Drive 
Gladstone, OR 97027-1462 

— Pennsylvania  

The Miners of Vermissa Valley 
Terrence I. McKee 
15 Lindsay Drive 
Beaver Falls, PA 15010-3029 

The White Rose Irregulars of York 
Denny Dobry 
5003 Stony Run Drive 
Reading, PA 19606-3816 
www.facebook.com/WRIScion/ 
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The Danville Sherlockians 
Scott Turner 
112 West Market Street 
Danville, PA 17821-1819 
www.facebook.com/DanvilleSherlockians/ 

The E. Hopkins Trust Company 
Jeff Decker 
14 Racehorse Drive 
Jonestown, PA 17038-9227 

The Ancient Order of Free Sherlockians, Philadelphia Lodge 
Anastasia Klimchynskaya 
1810 South Rittenhouse Square #706 
Philadelphia, PA 19103-5813 
ancientorderoffreesherlockians.wordpress.com/ 

The Sons of the Copper Beeches 
Raymond L. Betzner 
110 Oakmont Drive 
Thorndale, PA 19372-1154 
sonsofbeeches@me.com 

The Fifth Northumberland Fusiliers 
William H. Conway 
5383 Library Road 
Bethel Park, PA 15102-3607 

Lodge 341, Vermissa 
Julianne Burke 
114 Pennsylvania Avenue 
Camp Hill, PA 17011-5455 

The Diogenes Club of Scranton 
Alan Sweeney 
105 Washington Road 
Scranton, PA 18509 

The Regency Irregulars 
James L. Young Jr. 
Valley Forge, PA 
james.l.young@verizon.net 

— Rhode Island 

The Cornish Horrors 
Burt Wolder 
www.facebook.com/The-Cornish-Horrors-126862217346878/ 
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— South Carolina 

The Charlockians 
Taylor Blumenberg 
7000 South Kenwood Drive 
Charleston, SC 29406-4566 
www.facebook.com/groups/313978055310330/ 

The Hansom Wheels 
Myrtle Robinson 
6117 Lakeshore Drive 
Columbia, SC 29206-4331 
www.hansomwheels.com/ 

The Survivors of the Gloria Scott 
David J. Milner 
6 Crowndale Drive 
Taylors, SC 29687-4031 
www.facebook.com/SurvivorsoftheGloriaScott/ 

— South Dakota  

The Sign of the Four Faces 
Cary J. Wencil 
5009 South Caraway Drive 
Sioux Falls, SD 57108-2822 

— Tennessee  

Friends of the Soldier Named Murray 
Nora S. Michaels 
1005 Mountain Creek Road #106 
Chattanooga, TN 37405-1666 

The Baker Street Volunteers 
Stefanie Kate Hawks 
P.O. Box 9486 
Knoxville, TN 37940-9486 

The Diogenes Club West (East Tennessee Division) 
David Marcum 
thepapersofsherlockholmes@gmail.com 

The Giant Rats of Sumatra 
Robert A. Lanier 
635 West Drive 
Memphis, TN 38112-1728 
www.sherlock-holmes.com/giantrat.htm 
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The Fresh Rashers of Nashville 
Bill Mason 
2367 Lights Chapel Road 
Greenbrier, TN 37073-4926 

The Nashville Scholars of the Three Pipe Problem 
Gael B. Stahl 
1763 Needmore Road 
Old Hickory, TN 37138-1126 
www.nashvillescholars.net/ 

— Texas 

The Abernetty Family of Abilene, Texas 
Larry Prince 
633 Green Valley Drive 
Abilene, TX 79601-4514 

The Crew of the Barque “Lone Star” 
Steve Mason 
9916 Angel Bend 
Denton, TX 76208-2035 
www.dfw-sherlock.org/ 

The Diogenes Club of Dallas 
Jim Webb 
3811 Wooded Creek Drive 
Dallas, TX 75244-4751 
home.earthlink.net/~diogenesclubdallas/index.html 

The Maniac Collectors 
Don Hobbs 
2100 Elm Creek Lane 
Flower Mound, TX 75028-4680 

The John Openshaw Society 
Brian Clark 
8807 Burleson Court 
Houston, TX 77064-7433 
www.johnopenshaw.org/ 

— Utah  

The Country of the Saints 
Kevin John 
637 North 200 West 
Brigham City, UT 84302-1415 
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The Avenging Angels 
Heidi-Marie Mason 
5556 Marshwood Lane #4-E 
Murray, UT 84107-6461 

— Vermont  

The Goose Club of the Alpha Inn [Vermont] 
William E. Wicker 
140 Birchwood Drive 
Colchester, VT 05446-6255 

The Baker Street Breakfast Club 
Sally Sugarman 
Box 407 
Shaftsbury, VT 05262-0407 
www.bakerstreetbreakfastclub.org/ 

— Virginia  

The Old Dominion Irregulars 
Michael J. Quigley 
Briarbrae 
2651 Fort Scott Drive 
Arlington, VA 22202-2256 

The Cremona Fiddlers of Williamsburg 
David F. Morrill 
108 Wake Robin Road 
Williamsburg, VA 23185-4442 

— Washington  

The Dogs in the Nighttime 
Kathleen Kaska 
4309 Blue Heron Circle #201 
Anacortes, WA 98221-3626 
kathleenkaska@hotmail.com 

The Sound of the Baskervilles 
David N. Haugen 
6710 51st Street Court West 
University Place, WA 98467-2287 
www.soundofthebaskervilles.com/ 
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— West Virginia  

The Scion of the Four 
Andrew G. Fusco 
Bowles Rice LLP 
7000 Hampton Center 
Morgantown, WV 25595-1720 

— Wisconsin 

The Original Tree Worshippers of Rock County 
Gayle Lange Puhl 
501 South Madison Street #12 
Evansville, WI 53536-1350 
rocksherlockotw.blogspot.com/ 

The Notorious Canary-Trainers 
Michael H. McCoy 
1 Hiawatha Circle 
Madison, WI 53711-2804 
groups.yahoo.com/neo/groups/nct1969/info 

The Bagatelle Card Club 
Daniel P. King 
5125 North Cumberland Boulevard 
Milwaukee, WI 53217-5747 

The Merripit House Guests 
Ed Christenson 
2230 Meadowbrook Court #A 
Oshkosh, WI 54904-7839 

The People of the Drama: The Valley Dwellers 
James A. Pabian 
S 12595 Davies Road 
Spring Green, WI, 53588-9761 

Uruguay 

The Blue Scarves’ Society 
Ana Fernandez 
Pda. 12 de la Brava, Ed. “Seaside” 
Punta del Este, Maldonado 
www.facebook.com/groups/368486129842276/ 
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SHERLOCKIAN PROFESSIONAL SOCIETIES 
The Alienists of Baker Street 
practicing psychologists  
Jason Hicks 
941 Brookside Drive 
Marshfield, MO 65706-8917 

The Baker Street Bar Association 
lawyers  
David R. McCallister 
8142 Quail Hollow Boulevard 
Wesley Chapel, FL 33544-2021 

The Board-School Beacons 
educational research and psychometry  
Michael H. Kean  
3040 Sloat Road 
Pebble Beach, CA 93953-2837 

Clerks of the Assizes 
court clerks felony trial court  
James Motylenski 
537 Christie Street 
South Hempstead, NY 11550-8004 

The Diogenes Club of Washington, D.C. 
past/present public servants or military 
Michael J. Quigley  
Briarbrae 
2651 Fort Scott Drive 
Arlington, VA 22202-2256 
www.facebook.com/DiogenesClubOfWashingtonDc/ 

The Fairly Good Dispensers 
pharmacists (and related fields) 
Mike McSwiggin 
6746 Jennifer Lynn Dr. 
Cincinnati, OH 45248-2142 
mikemcswiggin@gmail.com 

The Forensic Faces of Sherlock Holmes 
forensic science 
Marina Stajic 
425 East 51st Street #4-A 
New York, NY 10022-6465 
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Moriarty’s Mathematicians 
mathematics majors  
John R. Clark 
Box 821 
Lowell, AR 72745-0821 

The Norwood Fire Brigade 
fire service  
Capt. Randall Getz 
Hazelwood Fire Department 
6800 Howdershell Road 
Hazelwood, MO 63042-1214 

The Old Soldiers of Baker Street of the Two Saults (Old SOB’s^3) 
military Sherlockians  
John S. Rabe 
261 South Figueroa Street #200 
Los Angeles, CA 90012-2503 

The Practical, But Limited, Geologists 
geology  
Peter E. Blau 
7103 Endicott Court 
Bethesda, MD 20817-4401 

The Sherlockian Oenophiles Tasting Society (S.O.T.S.) 
alcoholic Sherlockians  
Maribeau Briggs 
183 Stokes Road 
Medford Lakes, NJ 08055-1522 

Stimson & Co. 
funeral directors  
Michael W. McClure 
1415 Swanwick Street 
Chester, IL 62233-1317 

The Studious Scarlets Society 
women writing Sherlockiana  
Tamara Reynolds Bower 
11603 Gladesmore Lane 
Tomball, TX 77377-2118 
www.studiousscarlets.com/ 
www.facebook.com/StudiousScarletsSocietyPage/ 
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The Sub-Librarians Scion of The Baker Street Irregulars in the American Library Asso-
ciation 
librarians  
Marsha L. Pollak 
1318 Mildred Avenue 
San Jose, CA 95125-3855 
scholarexchange.furman.edu/sublibrarians/ 

The Trifling Monographers 
practitioners of public relations 
Graham Sudbury  
Box 506 
Taos, NM 87571-0506 

OTHER SHERLOCKIAN SOCIETIES 
The 140 Varieties of Tobacco Ash 
privately-banded cigar dinners 
Steven T. Doyle 
9 Calumet Court 
Zionsville, IN 46077-1934 
www.facebook.com/Sherlock-Holmes-for-Dummies-129581877077394/ 

221b Baker Street/Los Angeles 
study of the sitting-room at 221b  
Chuck Kovacic 
9337 Sophia Avenue 
North Hills, CA 91343-2820 
www.facebook.com/221bbakerstreetlosangeles/ 

The Admirable Beach Society 
reading at the beach  
Beverly A. Ellis 
48132 Colony Farm Circle 
Plymouth, MI 48170-3305 
admirablebeach.com/ 

The Adventuresses of Sherlock Holmes 
Evelyn A. Herzog 
301 Warren Avenue #203 
Baltimore, MD 21230-3951 
ash-nyc.com/ 

alt.fan.holmes (Usenet/Internet) 
Chuck Lavazzi 
computerized newsgroup  
thedoge@pobox.com 
www.waxwingwebs.com/thedoge/holmes.html 
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The Apocryphal Calabash 
pipe-smoking Sherlockians  
Wayne B. Anderson 
43744 San Francisco Avenue 
Lancaster, CA 93535-5842 

The Baker Street Irregulars of St. George’s University of London 
forensic medicine and pathology 
Pamela Eligio 
bsi.sgul@gmail.com 
www.sgsu.org.uk/organisation/irregulars/ 

The Baker Street Irregulars 
Michael F. Whelan 
Sussex Downs 
7938 Mill Stream Circle 
Indianapolis, IN 46278-2105 
bakerstreetirregulars.com/ 

The Beacon Society 
educating the young about the Canon  
Joseph A. Coppola 
103 Kenny Street 
Fayetteville, NY 13066-1230 
www.beaconsociety.com/ 

The Birdy Edwards Society 
19th-century detective literature  
J. Randolph Cox 
Box 226 
Dundas, MN 55019-0226 

Canonical Sleuths, Inc. 
College of Staten Island adult ed class  
Francine Kitts 
100 Van Cortlandt Avenue 
Staten Island, NY 10301-4022 

A Case of Identifiers 
preserving photographs of Sherlockians  
Bill Vande Water 
697 Greenbelt Parkway West 
Holbrook, NY 11741-4216 

The Clients of Adrian Mulliner 
Wodehouseans of BSI — Sherlockians of TWS  
Elaine Coppola 
130 Kenny Street 
Fayetteville, NY 13066-1230 
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The Conan Doyle (Crowborough) Establishment 
information on Arthur Conan Doyle and tours of his home  
Brian Pugh 
20 Clare Road 
Lewes, Sussex BN7 1PN 
England 
www.the-conan-doyle-crowborough-establishment.com/ 

The Five Orange Pips 
Sherlockian scholarship  
Albert M. Rosenblatt 
300 Freedom Road 
Poughkeepsie, NY 12569-5431 

The Fourth Garrideb 
Canonical and Conanical numismatics  
Greg Ruby 
2400 Boston Street #102-A19 
Baltimore, MD 21224-4780 
fourthgarrideb.com/ 

The Grillparzer Club of the Hoboken Free State 
celebrating Christopher Morley  
Harrison and Linda Hunt 
113 North Street 
Catskill, NY 12414-1351 

The Hansom Cab Clock Club 
owners of hansom cab clock sold by Sears  
Brad Keefauver 
4009 North Chelsea Place 
Peoria, IL 61614-7201 

The Holmesian Society 
interest in Holmes and the 19th century  
Albert Mendez 
142-35 38th Avenue 
Flushing, NY 11354-5520 

The Hounds of the Internet 
computerized (electronic mailing list)  
Alexander E. Braun 
2982 Westgate Avenue 
San Jose, CA 95125-4126 
courageousmurray@aol.com  
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Irregular Special Railway Company 
Holmesians interested in railways  
Antony Richards 
170 Woodland Road 
Sawston, Cambridge CB2 4DX 
England 

The John H. Watson Society 
publishing on Dr. John H. Watson, M.D.  
Donald A. Yates 
555 Cañon Park Drive 
Saint Helena, CA 94574-9726 
www.johnhwatsonsociety.com/ 

The Master’s Masons 
members of the Masons  
Ron Fish 
Box 4 
Circleville, NY 10919-0004 

The Midwest Scion of the Four 
a traveling barber-shop quartet  
Joseph J. Eckrich 
914 Oakmoor Drive 
Fenton, MO 63026-7008 

The Mini-Tonga Scion Society 
collectors of Sherlockian miniatures  
Jay Pearlman 
1656 East 19th Street #2-E 
Brooklyn, NY 11229-1317 

The Mongooses of Henry Wood 
a correspondence society  
Mattias Boström 
Täljstensvägen 5 
SE-74641 Bålsta 
Sweden 

Mrs. Turner’s Thames Club Breakfasters 
annual breakfast during birthday weekend  
Raymond L. Betzner 
110 Oakmont Drive 
Thorndale, PA 19372-1154 

Napoléon of Crime 
interested in Holmes’ adversaries 
René Mercat 
napoleon-of-crime@hotmail.fr 
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The O’Lunneys of Helston Asylum 
O’Lunneytics celebrate the BSI weekend  
Jerry Kegley 
18014 Sherman Way #275 
Reseda, CA 91335-4639 
www.facebook.com/groups/174558085915247/ 

The Occupants of the Full House 
correspondence society (visits welcomed)  
Jean Upton 
41 Sandford Road 
Chelmsford, Essex CM2 6DE 
England 

The Persian Slipper Club of New Jersey 
smokers who meet at Sherlockian meetings  
Sandy Kozinn 
15 Adele Avenue 
Demarest, NJ 07627 

The Praed Street Irregulars 
George A. Vanderburgh 
Box 50. R.R. #4 
Eugenia, ON N0C 1E0 
Canada 
www.facebook.com/The-Praed-Street-Irregulars-107156039322358/ 

The Red-Headed League 
red-headed Sherlockians  
Ann Byerly Marlowe 
10324 Castlehedge Terrace 
Silver Spring, MD 20902-5807 

The Reichenbach Rangers 
academic (New Mexico Military Institute)  
Darlene Logan 
111 West Mathews Street 
Roswell, NM 88201-5723 

The Retired Colonels 
people interested in Holmes and Doyle  
George Vanderburgh 
Box 50, R.R. #4 
Eugenia, ON N0C 1E0 
Canada 
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The Shamlock Holmeses 
those who wear their scholarship lightly  
Alex Mitchell 
10 Byron Street, Miramar 
Wellington 6003 
New Zealand 

Sherlocktron 
Internet web-site 
Willis G. Frick 
513 Via Presa 
San Clemente, CA 92672-9474 
www.sherlocktron.com/ 

The Solar Pons Society of London 
British scion of Praed Street Irregulars  
Roger Johnson 
41 Sandford Road 
Chelmsford, Essex CM2 6DE 
England 

The Speckled Band of Dartmoor Prison 
meets in a maximum security prison  
Richard Mackintosh 
2123 Old Spartanburg Road, PMB 340 
Greer, SC 29650-2704 

The Strangers’ Room 
unofficial consulting scion  
Andrew Joffe 
Box 233 
Craryville, NY 12521-0233 
www.facebook.com/groups/221596698387880/ 

The Three Garish Debs 
a playful society  
Barbara Roscoe 
7101 Mardel Avenue 
Saint Louis, MO 63109-1124 

The Vatican Cameos 
Catholic Sherlockians (Catholockians)  
Ann Lewis 
8448 Bravestone Way 
Indianapolis, IN 46239-7921 
annmargaretlewis.com/ 
  



SHERLOCKIAN GROUPS AND SOCIETIES 

2019   •   BAKER STREET ALMANAC   •   255 

The Watsonians 
admirers of Dr. Watson  
Susan Z. Diamond 
16W603 3rd Avenue 
Bensenville, IL 60106-2327 

The William Gillette Memorial Luncheon 
annual luncheon during birthday weekend  
Susan Rice 
125 Washington Place #2-E 
New York, NY 10014-3838 

The Wimsical Sherlockians 
Holmes/Wimsey aficionados’ email list  
Sandy Kozinn 
skozinn@optonline.net 
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SHERLOCKIAN EXHIBITIONS 2018 
A NON-EXHAUSTIVE SOURCE ON EXHIBITS, INSTALLATIONS, 

AND DISPLAYS ON ALL ASPECTS HOLMESIAN 

Emily Miranker* 

The International Exhibition of Sherlock Holmes 
Liberty Science Center, Jersey City, NJ USA 
November 3, 2018 till May 27, 2019 
Geared towards kids and families, this exhibit zeros in on forensic science 
and investigatory techniques with interactives so visitors can do some 
crime-solving of their own. Plus lots of manuscripts, period writings, 
movie and television props. 

A Study in Sherlock: Uncovering the Arthur Conan Doyle Collection 
Portsmouth Museum, Portsmouth UK 
May 22, 2014 till May 22, 2020 
A museum dedicated to all things Portsmouth, including this exploration 
of Doyle’s early career as a doctor there and Sherlock depicted in theatre, 
film, and television. Remarkable materials at the museum, which holds 
the Richard Lancelyn Green bequest; minus points for the most over-
used Sherlockian wordplay for the exhibition’s title. 

You Don’t Know Sherlock Holmes . . . yet 
Portsmouth Museum, Portsmouth UK 
May 22, 2018 till January 1, 2020 
This exhibit traces the development of Sir Arthur Conan Doyle’s writing 
career and highlights the writing of the first two Sherlock novels. Inter-
active displays for visitors to play detective a plus; pairs nicely with A 
Study in Sherlock a gallery over. 

The World’s Most Famous Address — 221b 
The Sherlock Holmes Museum, London UK 
Permanent  
First floor study display of shared rooms of Sherlock Holmes and Dr. 
John Watson; more a life-sized diorama of 221b than exhibit with cura-
torial vision or interpretation. 

 
                                                                                                                            
* Emily Miranker is “Lady Hatty St. Simon” in the Baker Street Irregulars. Copyright 
2019 Emily Miranker. 
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I HEAR OF SHERLOCK EVERYWHERE 
THE PLAYLIST 

Scott Monty and Burt Wolder* 

Editors’ note: A Sherlockian-Doylean book full of lists of the interesting and 
important would be incomplete without some attention paid to the work of 
Scott Monty and Burt Wolder. So, this year we are starting with a complete 
and authoritative list of episodes of their flagship podcast, I Hear of Sherlock 
Everywhere (www.ihearofsherlock.com), aka IHOSE. 

2018 
Episode 159: The Science of Sherlock Holmes (interview with E.J. Wagner) 
Episode 158: The International Exhibition of Sherlock Holmes (interview with Amy 

Noble Seitz and Geoffrey Curley) 
Episode 157: Sherlock Holmes Cyclopædia (interview with Howard Ostrom) 
Episode 156: The Complete Paget Portfolio (interview with Nicholas Utechin) 
Episode 155: The Annotated Les Klinger (interview with Leslie S. Klinger) 
Episode 154: Live from the Red Carpet (interviews from Gillette to Brett V conference) 
Episode 153: The Rooms at 221B Baker Street (interview with Denny Dobry) 
Episode 152: Holmes & Watson (interview with Lee Eric Shackleford) 
Episode 151: Memoirs from Mrs. Hudson’s Kitchen (interview with Wendy Heyman-

Marsaw) 
Episode 150: Elementary! (interview with James O’Leary) 
Episode 149: Conan Doyle for the Defense (interview with author Margalit Fox) 
Episode 148: Roger Johnson and Jean Upton (interview with these stalwarts of the Sher-

lock Holmes Society of London) 
Episode 147: Sherlock Holmes and Silent Films (interview with Russell Merritt) 
Episode 146: Revision, My Dear Watson (interview with Nick Martorelli) 
Episode 145: From Gillette to Brett (interview with Steven Doyle) 
Episode 144: The Chronologies of Sherlock Holmes (interview with Vincent Wright) 
Episode 143: P.G. Wodehouse and Sherlock Holmes (interview with Curtis Armstrong, 

Elliot Milstein and Ashley Polasek) 
Episode 142: The Criminal Mastermind of Baker Street (interview with Rob Nunn) 
Episode 141: Baker Street Beat (interview with Dan Andriacco) 
Episode 140: Sherlock Holmes and the Elusive Ear (interview with David MacGregor) 
Episode 139: The Strand Magazine (interview with Andrew Gulli) 
Episode 138: The War Service of Sherlock Holmes (interview with Bob Katz and Andy 

Solberg) 
Episode 137: Boxes From Royalty (interview with Ross Davies) 
Episode 136: Sherlock Holmes: The Lost Radio Scripts (interview with Ian Dickerson) 
                                                                                                                            
* Scott Monty and Burt Wolder also star in another podcast, Trifles, a weekly show about 
details in the Sherlock Holmes stories (www.sherlockholmespodcast.com). 
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2017 
Episode 135: Helene Yuhasova: Woman of Mystery (interview with Sonia Fetherston 

and Julie McKuras) 
Episode 134: The Junior Sherlockian Society (interview with Shannon Carlisle) 
Episode 133: The Sherlock Holmes Collection of Dan Posnansky (interview with Glen 

Miranker) 
Episode 132: Unquiet Spirits (interview with Bonnie MacBird) 
Episode 131: The All-New Sherlockian Dot Net (interview with Liza Potts) 
Episode 130: The Hounds of the Baskerville (sic) (interview with Don Terras) 
Episode 129: Pop Sherlock (interview with Peggy Perdue) 
Episode 128: Sherlockian Coin Collecting (interview with Greg Ruby) 
Episode 127: From Holmes to Sherlock (interview with Mattias Bostrom) 
Episode 126: Becoming the Gillettes (interview with Tyke and Teddie Niver) 
Episode 125: Revenge of the Sherlockian Nerd (interview with Curtis Armstrong) 
Episode 124: Replay — To Keep the Memory Green (interview with Steven Rothman 

and Nicholas Utechin about Richard Lancelyn Green) 
Episode 123: Scott and Burt 
Episode 122: Basil Rathbone and Nigel Bruce 
Episode 121: Canada and Sherlock Holmes (interview with Peter Calamai) 
Episode 120: Firsts in the Canon (Sherlock Holmes was ahead of his time) 
Episode 119: A Brace of Interviews (interviews with Lyndsay Faye and Ed Pettit) 
Episode 118: The Future of Sherlockian Scholarship 
Episode 117: Arthur and Sherlock (interview with Michael Sims) 
Episode 116: Can’t Get Enough Sherlock Holmes (the latest Sherlock Holmes headlines) 
Episode 115: Sherlock Holmes and the Theater (interview with Tim Greer) 
Episode 114: Escape with Sherlock Holmes (examining the habit of escapism) 
Episode 113: Dancing to Death (interview with Ray Betzner) 
Episode 112: Anno Holmes 130 (the 2017 BSI Weekend and where Holmes is 130 years 

later) 

2016 
Episode 111: Hip Hop Holmes (interview with Karen Wilson and a Hamilton tribute) 
Episode 110: Sociable and Clubbable (discussion of Sherlockian societies) 
Episode 109: Behind the Canonical Screen (interview with Lyndsay Faye and Ashley Polasek) 
Episode 108: Becoming a Sherlockian (the basics of what this hobby is all about) 
Episode 107: A Scintillation of Scions (interview with Jacquelynn Morris) 
Episode 106: The Ebb and Flow of Sherlock Holmes (discussion of the changing interest 

over time) 
Episode 105: Echoes of Sherlock Holmes (interview with Leslie S. Klinger and Laurie R. 

King) 
Episode 104: Sherlockians at Chautauqua (capturing the sounds of the BSI conference) 
Episode 103: Coupling with Sherlock Holmes — Al and Julie Rosenblatt (interview with 

the first members of the Florin Society) 
Episode 102: Summer at Baker Street (a survey of stories in the summer) 
Episode 101: Rebecca Romney (interview with rare book dealer, author, podcaster and 

cast member of Pawn Stars) 
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Episode 100: A Sherlockian Centennial (our 100th show — huzzah!) 
Episode 99: Chris Redmond (interview with the intrepid Sherlockian scholar) 
Episode 98: Europe and Sherlock Holmes (discussion of the influence of Europe in the 

Sherlock Holmes stories)  
Episode 97: The Sydney Passengers (NPR-style story interspersed with personal reminis-

cences of society members) 
Episode 96: A Study in Spring (discussion of some Sherlock Holmes stories that occurred 

in the spring)  
Episode 95: A Curious Collection of Dates (interview with authors Leah Guinn and 

Jaime Mahoney) 
Episode 94: News and Nonsense (discussion of the BSI conference in Sept., a global 

society survey and more) 
Episode 93: Nerve and Knowledge (interview with Bob Katz and Andy Solberg about 

the latest BSI book) 
Episode 92: An Irish Stew (celebrating St. Patrick’s Day)  
Episode 91: The Confidence Game (interview with Maria Konnikova) 
Episode 90: Love in the Canon (a discussion of romance and its role in the stories) 
Episode 89: The Adventuresses of Sherlock Holmes (interview with Evelyn Herzog and 

Susan Rice) 
Episode 88: The Abominable Show (a discussion of Sherlock: The Abominable Bride) 

2015 
Episode 87: Otto Penzler (interview about The Big Book of Sherlock Holmes and Otto-

man’s empire) 
Episode 86: Steven Moffat and Sue Vertue (interview with part of the team behind Sherlock) 
Episode 85: Nicholas Meyer (interview with the author of The Seven Percent Solution) 
Episode 84: Our Favorite Sherlockian Things (a holiday gift guide) 
Episode 83: Art in the Blood (interview with author Bonnie MacBird about her pastiche) 
Episode 82: The Sincerest Form of Flattery (a discussion of pastiches) 
Episode 81: Mycroft Holmes (interview with author Kareem Abdul-Jabbar about his 

new novel) 
Episode 80: The Great Detective (interview with author Zach Dundas about the amazing 

rise and immortal life of Sherlock Holmes) 
Episode 79: Collectors’ Corner — Glen Miranker (one of the foremost collectors of 

Sherlock Holmes and Conan Doyle material) 
Episode 78: Legal and Leisure Ramblings (the latest Conan Doyle Estate legal trouble 

— this time with Mr. Holmes and Mitch Cullin) 
Episode 77: The Speckled Band of Boston (a recap of the group’s 75th anniversary dinner 

and an interview with Keeper Dan Posnansky, BSI “Col. Hayter”) 
Episode 76: Out of the Abyss (Interview with BSI MS Series editors Bob Katz, Andy 

Solberg and Steve Rothman) 
Episode 75: Prince of the Sherlockian Realm (Interview with Sonia Fetherston about 

Bliss Austin) 
Episode 74: The BSI Weekend 2015 
Episode 73: A Conversation with Playwright Ken Ludwig 
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2014 
Episode 72: The Sherlockian Tannenbaum (Peter Blau explains his Sherlockian Christmas 

tree) 
Episode 71: A Conversation with the Head of the BSI (with Mike Whelan) 
Episode 70: Sherlockian Jeopardy (with the Baker Street Babes) 
Episode 69: Sherlock Holmes on Radio, Part 2 (with Bert Coules, covering the BBC 

Radio series) 
Episode 68: Sherlock Holmes on Radio, Part 1 (interview with Bert Coules, head writer 

for the BBC Radio Sherlock Holmes series) 
Episode 67: The Sherlock Holmes Collections (interview with Tim Johnson, curator at 

the University of Minnesota Libraries) 
Episode 66: Get Your Kicks with Sherlock Holmes 
Episode 65: Art in the Blood (interview with MAD Magazine caricaturist Tom Richmond) 
Episode 64: Sherlock Holmes in Translation (interview with Don Hobbs) 
Episode 63: Irregular Stain (Interview with Bob Katz and Andy Solberg) 
Episode 62: Inside the BSI Weekend 
Episode 61: The Private Life of Vincent Starrett (interview with Ray Betzner and Susan 

Rice) 
Episode 60: Sherlock Holmes — The First 60 Years 
Special Episode: Free Sherlock (interview with Les Klinger and Betsy Rosenblatt) 

2013 
Episode 59: Sherlockology (interview with Jules Coomber and David Mather, of the 

popular fan site) 
Episode 58: Thankful for Sherlock Holmes 
Episode 57: A Sherlockian Halloween (interview with Charles Prepolec) 
Episode 56: Sherlock Peoria (interview with Brad Keefauver) 
Episode 55: The Central Press Syndicate (recent news about Sherlock Holmes) 
Episode 54: How to Think Like Sherlock Holmes (interview with author Maria Konnikova) 
Episode 53: For the Sake of the Trust (interview with Tom Francis, chairman of the 

Baker Street Irregulars Trust) 
Episode 52: Sherlockian Mythbusters 
Episode 51: Who Is a Sherlockian? 
Episode 50: A Golden Passage (interview with Bob Katz and Andy Solberg, editors of 

the BSI Manuscript Series entry for “The Golden Pince-Nez”) 

2012 
Episode 49: I’ll Have a Blue Christmas 
Episode 48: Dangerous Work (interview with Jon Lellenberg and Dan Stashower about 

Conan Doyle’s arctic whaling diary) 
Episode 47: Re: Vampires 
Episode 46: Elementary, My Dear CBS 
Episode 45: Sherlock Holmes and Politics 
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Episode 44: Watson and Holmes (interview with Brandon Perlow, Justin Gabrie and 
Karl Bollers, creators of the African-American duo in modern-day New York) 

Episode 43: Fathers in the Canon 
Episode 42: Sherlock @PBS — Cumberbatch Returns 
Episode 41: The Woman (interview with Lara Pulver, who played Irene Adler in “A 

Scandal in Belgravia”) 
Episode 40: One Voice of Sherlock Holmes (interview with voice actor David Ian Davies) 
Episode 39: #BelieveinSherlock (interview with the Baker Street Babes) 
Episode 38: On Conan Doyle (interview with Michael Dirda) 

2011 
Episode 37: The Lost Conan Doyle Manuscript (interview with Jon Lellenberg and Dan 

Stashower) 
Episode 36: Michael Hoey and the Fabulous Faces of Universal (interview with Michael 

Hoey, son of Dennis Hoey, who played Lestrade in the Basil Rathbone movies) 
Episode 35: Sherlock Holmes in the News 
Episode 34: William Gillette, America’s Sherlock Holmes (interview with Henry Zecher) 
Episode 33: Remembering Edward Hardwicke (interview with Steve Doyle and David 

Stuart Davies) 
Episode 32: Untitled Les Klinger Sequel (Part 2) 
Episode 31: A Chat with Les Klinger (Part 1) 
Episode 30: The Sherlockian (interview with Graham Moore) 

2010 
Episode 29: Baker Street Irregular (interview with Jon Lellenberg) 
Episode 28: Friendship 
Episode 27: A Sherlockian Potpourri 
Episode 26: A Musical Stroll Down Baker Street (interview with Fritz Weaver) 
Episode 25: Sherlock Holmes for Dummies (interview with Steven Doyle) 
Episode 24: Sherlock Holmes and His Worlds (interview with Sally Sugarman) 
Episode 23: The Baker Street Irregulars Weekend in Review 
Episode 22: Sherlock Holmes at the Movies (Part 2) (interview with David Morrill) 
Episode 21: Sherlock Holmes at the Movies (Part 1) (interview with David Morrill) 

2009 
Episode 20: Cleaning (The Empty) House 
Episode 19: The Return of I Hear of Sherlock 

2008 
Episode 18: The Sons of the Copper Beeches 
Episode 17: Collectors’ Corner — Otto Penzler 
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2007 
Special Episode: Compliments of the Season 2007 
Episode 16: Collectors’ Corner — Jerry Margolin 
Episode 15: Michael Whelan, Wiggins of the Baker Street Irregulars (Part 2) 
Episode 14: Michael Whelan, Wiggins of the Baker Street Irregulars (Part 1) 
Episode 13: Arthur Conan Doyle — A Life in Letters (interview with Jon Lellenberg 

and Dan Stashower) 
Episode 12: Interview with Bob Thomalen (Part 2) 
Episode 11: Interview with Bob Thomalen (Part 1) 
Episode 10: The Secret of Sherlock Holmes 
Episode 9: Our Favorite Books 
Episode 8: To Keep the Memory Green (interview with Steve Rothman and Nicholas 

Utechin about Richard Lancelyn Green) 
Episode 7: Interview with Peter Blau (Part 2) 
Episode 6: Interview with Peter Blau (Part 1) 
Episode 5: Sherlockian 101 (Part 2) 
Episode 4: Sherlockian 101 (Part 1) 
Episode 3: Interview with Mike Berdan 
Episode 2: Interview with the Wessex Press 
Episode 1: Welcome and an Introduction 
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SHERLOCKIAN NUMISMATICA 2018 
Greg D. Ruby* 

hen The Fourth Garrideb was organized in 2014, it was agreed by 
those in attendance at the inaugural meeting that one of the club 
goals would be to catalog coins, tokens, medals, and related items 

that feature Sherlock Holmes, Dr. Watson, Arthur Conan Doyle, or have 
canonical relevance. In the four years since, we have come up with over 350 
items. In the next several years, we anticipate publishing The Numismatic 
Sherlock Holmes, listing all of these items in a catalog format. This Almanac 
will allow us to document new issues in the interim and provide updates 
after the catalog is produced. We’ll provide some basic commentary here but 
be sure to check out the links in the attached chart if you wish to learn more. 

COINS 
The African Republic of Ghana issued a bimetallic 2-cedis coin featuring 

a portrait of Sherlock Holmes (that looks remarkably like Basil Rathbone 
from some of his movie publicity photos) and the Hound of the Baskervilles. 
While dated 2017, the coins were not released until 2018. These coins also 
have one small mistake; the country is misspelled as GAHNA. 

2018 was also the Year of the Dog in the Chinese lunar calendar and the 
African nation of Chad issued a .999 fine silver 5000-Francs coin that fea-
tures a very fearful version of the Hound of the Baskervilles. Nowhere on 
the coin does it reference the Hound, nor does the tin holder that the coin 
can be stored in. However, the fabric bag that you can place the tin inside 
does reference the Hound, Sherlock Holmes, and Arthur Conan Doyle. 

In June of 2018, Queen Elizabeth II issued a proclamation announcing 
that a 50-pence coin would be issued in 2019 in the United Kingdom fea-
turing Sherlock Holmes in at least four varieties. We’ll have details in next 
year’s edition. 

CHALLENGE COINS 
For those not familiar with the concept of a challenge coin, it works like 

this. Traditionally, groups issue these coins to their members as proof of be-
longing to the group and to increase morale within that group. When mem-
bers of such a group gather together, usually in a drinking establishment, a  
 
                                                                                                                            
* Greg Ruby is “Bulldog Pin with Ruby Eyes” in the Baker Street Irregulars. Copyright 
2019 Greg Ruby. 
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The coin issued by The Diogenes Club of Washington, DC. 
_________________________________________________ 

member will display their coin and challenge the others to produce theirs. 
This is called a coin check. Those that cannot produce their challenge coin 
will then have to buy a round of drinks for the challenger and all those that 
produced their coins. If all members challenged can present their coins, then 
the challenger has to buy the round of drinks. However, these traditions can 
vary from group to group. 

We are aware of three challenge coins being produced in 2018 that have 
Sherlockian themes. The Detective Bureau of Suffolk County (located in 
eastern Long Island in New York) issued a challenge coin that features Holmes 
on the obverse of the coin. Another challenge coin honors the detectives of 
the New York Police Department and features Mickey Mouse wearing an 
Inverness cape and deerstalker cap, complete with a NYPD badge. Rather 
than being round, this coin is shaped like Mickey’s character. Our last chal-
lenge coin is from the Diogenes Club of Washington, DC and is shaped like 
the group’s heraldic logo. The reverse features an illustration by Frederic 
Dorr Steele. 
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MEDALS 
An Indianapolis-based scion — The 140 Varieties of Tobacco Ash — 

held their 20th annual meeting in the Spring. To commemorate the event, 
all 18 members were presented with a 2-inch medal that is suspended from a 
three-quarter-inch ribbon of blue and silver. 

SOUVENIR CARDS 
The Fourth Garrideb issued three 8.5” by 11” souvenir cards during the 

course of the year. The first, issued for the annual dinner of the Baker Street 
Irregulars and the Gaslight Gala, honored the artists who illustrated the 
earliest publications of “The Adventures of the Three Garridebs.” The next 
two cards were issued for the Numismatic Friends of Sherlock Holmes din-
ners held during the two annual events of the American Numismatic Asso-
ciation (ANA). In March, the National Money Show was in Irving, Texas, 
and the card featured a Texas Centennial half-dollar in honor of our friends 
from the Crew of the Barque Lone Star. The final card was issued during 
the World’s Fair of Money, held in Philadelphia this past August and fea-
tured A. Carson Simpson, one of the founding members of the Sons of the 
Copper Beeches and himself a numismatist. 

WOODEN MONEY 
Attendees at the annual dinner of the Baker Street Irregulars or the an-

nual Gaslight Gala dinner receive goody bags of assorted souvenirs. In this 
year’s bag, diners received a wooden nickel, printed in black ink, courtesy of 
the Junior Sherlockian Society. The JSS is an effort, spearheaded by the 
Beacon Society, to inspire more young people to read the Sherlock Holmes 
stories. 

During the World’s Fair of Money, a member of The Fourth Garrideb, 
Robert Fritsch, issued a wooden nickel featuring a Chinese cash coin (ala 
“The Red-Headed League”). 

OTHER ITEMS 
Attendees of the ANA’s banquet during the World’s Fair of Money re-

ceived an elongated (or rolled) nickel honoring Edward C. Rochette — the 
recently deceased past President of the ANA — that featured a portrait of 
Rochette wearing a deerstalker. An avid Sherlockian, in addition to being a 
respected numismatist, Rochette had first suggested a Sherlockian coin club  
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The souvenir card issued by The Fourth Garrideb at the January 2018 BSI Weekend. 
_______________________________________________________________________ 

to this author in the early 1990s. Attendees at the World’s Fair of Money 
were also able to pick up an elongated cent with this design if they stopped 
by The Elongated Collectors (TEC) table. Examples are also known to have 
been rolled on dimes, quarter-dollars, and half-dollars. 

For the fourth consecutive year, fantasy 10-pound banknotes of the 
Kingdom of Great Britain were produced by Franck Medina, a French re-
cording and graphic artist. These highly colorful notes feature a portrait of 
Holmes and have images of a giant hound, dancing men figures, poison, and 
a hangman’s noose. Above Holmes’s portrait is the date 2018 to differentiate 
it from the previous three versions. 

These are the new items that we are aware of that were produced in 
2018. Who knows what 2019 will bring us? If you are aware of any new 
numismatic items with canonical themes, please drop the author a quick 
note at Greg@FourthGarrideb.com. We are also rediscovering many older 
items that were made in the recent (and not so recent) past, so check out the 
website of The Fourth Garrideb (fourthgarrideb.com/) from time to time. 
Many thanks! 
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2018 SHERLOCKIAN NUMISMATIC ITEMS 
Date Country / 

Organization / 
Person 

Description For More Information 

2017 Ghana 2 Cedis coin fourthgarrideb.com/2018/08/23/ghana-issues-
2017-hound-of-the-baskervilles-2-cedis-coin/  

2018 Chad 5000 Francs coin fourthgarrideb.com/2018/08/25/chad-issues-
2018-5000-franc-coin-honoring-the-hound/  

2018 Suffolk County 
(NY) Police 
Department 

Challenge Coin fourthgarrideb.com/2018/09/26/suffolk-county-
ny-police-issue-sherlockian-challenge-coin/  

2018 New York 
Police De-
partment 

Challenge Coin fourthgarrideb.com/2019/01/28/nypd-challenge-
coin-features-a-sherlockian-mickey-mouse/  

October 
2018 

Diogenes Club 
of Washing-
ton, DC 

Challenge Coin fourthgarrideb.com/2018/12/06/diogenes-club-
of-washington-dc-issues-challenge-coin/  

April 
2018 

140 Varieties 
of Tobacco 
Ash 

20th Annual 
Meeting Medal 

fourthgarrideb.com/2019/01/28/the-2018-140-
varieties-of-tobacco-ash-dinner-medal/  

January 
2018 

The Fourth 
Garrideb 

Souvenir Card - 
BSI Annual Din-
ner 

 
 
 
fourthgarrideb.com/2018/08/30/tfg-issued-3-
souvenir-cards-in-2018/  March 

2018 
The Fourth 
Garrideb 

Souvenir Card - 
ANA National 
Money Show 

August 
2018 

The Fourth 
Garrideb 

Souvenir Card - 
ANA World's 
Fair of Money 

January 
2018 

Junior Sher-
lockian Society 

Wooden Nickel - 
BSI Annual Din-
ner 

fourthgarrideb.com/2018/12/06/junior-
sherlockian-society-issued-wooden-nickel-at-
2018-bsi-dinner/ 

August 
2018 

Robert F. 
Fritsch 

Wooden Nickel - 
personal 

fourthgarrideb.com/2019/01/28/bob-fritsch-
issued-his-second-sherlockian-wooden-nickel/ 

August 
2018 

The Elongated 
Collectors 

Edward C. 
Rochette memori-
al elongated coins 

fourthgarrideb.com/2018/08/23/ed-rochette-
honored-at-2018-philly-ana-convention-on-
elongateds/ 

2018 Franck Medina Fantasy Kingdom 
of Great Britain 
10 Pounds note 

fourthgarrideb.com/2018/08/30/an-update-
about-the-fantasy-10-pound-kingdom-of-great-
britain-banknotes/ 
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A SUGGESTED SHERLOCKIAN LIBRARY 
(ARRAYED BY INTEREST LEVEL) 

Andrew L. Solberg* 

here are generally two common traits among lovers of the Sherlock 
Holmes stories. The first is that we are readers. The second is that 
we are often collectors. Consequently, it is not surprising that we 

often collect books related to Sherlock Holmes. I am frequently asked what 
Sherlockians should collect. Of course, that varies by what an individual 
likes. Some people specialize. I have one friend who only collects books re-
lating to The Hound of the Baskervilles. On the other hand, I have another 
friend who is a “completist.” He must have every variant of everything Sher-
lockian (and I mean everything). That becomes very expensive. Many people 
collect books, but others, like the late Paul Churchill, collect artifacts men-
tioned in the stories. I know one collector who mostly collects foreign lan-
guage editions of the stories, another who collects Sherlockian comic books, 
and another who collects Sherlockian pins. Really, you should choose what-
ever incites your passion.  

However, I think that most Sherlockians collect books. My own collec-
tion includes all of the books listed below plus many others. I also like hav-
ing the original published Strand Magazines, Collier’s, Harper’s, etc. I don’t 
quite have them all, but I am still looking. My sets are not pristine. That 
may be important to you, but it is not important to me. Affordability is im-
portant to me. I still have my first very beat-up copy of Profiles by Gaslight 
that I found for $1.00 in the discard bin at (the now closed) John Gatch’s 
Bookshop in Baltimore back in 1976. Profiles by Gaslight for $1.00 — you 
can’t beat that, and the feeling was exhilarating. 

Previous suggestions of which books a Sherlockian collection should in-
clude (such as the Shaw 100 developed by the late great John Bennett Shaw, 
a completist extraordinaire, whose collection ultimately formed the basis of 
the massive University of Minnesota Library Sherlock Holmes Special Col-
lection) did not distinguish between Sherlockians who want classical collec-
tions and those who just want to both enjoy the stories and have some other 
neat Sherlockian books. I have tried to make such a distinction. I have iden-
tified a core group of books for the casual Sherlockian, the budding Sher-
lockian collector, and the researcher. I have also identified some books that 

                                                                                                                            
* Andrew L. Solberg has been writing and editing (as well as collecting) Sherlockian 
books and articles since the 1970s. Copyright 2019 Andrew L. Solberg. 
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are just plain fun and some books for those who are interested in the reading 
more about the Baker Street Irregulars. 

Only a few of these books are new, so, with some exceptions, you won’t 
find them among new books in bookstores. You will have to peruse used 
bookstores, try BookFinder.com, Amazon.com’s used book sellers, or catch 
them when they appear on Ebay. Don’t buy a book the first time you see it 
on Ebay (unless you know that it is reasonably priced). Note the price for 
which it sells and try to beat that the next time it shows up. Also, don’t nec-
essarily compare the price on Ebay to prices at online booksellers. Online 
booksellers often offer these books at inflated prices, and you can probably 
do better (unless you know that the price is reasonable — or you really want 
that book to complete a portion of your collection). 

But . . . on to the list. All such lists are subjective. Some people just love 
the first book they ever bought and will think that it should be on this list. 
The titles listed below are those that I have found most enjoyable and useful. 
Your mileage may vary. 

FOR THE SHERLOCKIAN NON-COLLECTOR 
These are Sherlockian books that would make any coffee table proud. 

They are enjoyable reads in their own right and will provide the average cas-
ual Sherlockian with hours of great reading. You don’t need to be a collector 
to buy and enjoy these. 

 Author Title 

1 Baring-Gould, W Annotated Sherlock Holmes 

2 Baring-Gould, W Sherlock Holmes of Baker Street 

3 Boström, Mattias From Holmes to Sherlock 

4 BSI Press BSI Manuscript Series 

5 Clarkson The Canonical Compendium 

6 Conan Doyle The Original Illustrated Strand Sherlock Holmes (the stories as 
they appeared in the Strand) 

7 Doyle, Steve Sherlock Holmes for Dummies 

8 Green, RL Further Adventures of Sherlock Holmes 

9 Keating, HRF Sherlock Holmes, His World and His Time 

10 Klinefelter Sherlock Holmes In Portrait and Profile 

11 Klinger The New Annotated Sherlock Holmes 
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 Author Title 

12 Park, Orlando The Sherlock Holmes Encyclopedia 

13 Pointer, Michael Pictorial History of Sherlock Holmes 

14 Sims, Michael Arthur and Sherlock 

15 Smith, E Profiles by Gaslight 

16 Starrett, V Private Life of Sherlock Holmes 

17 Stashower, Dan Teller of Tales 

18 Tracy, J Encyclopedia Sherlockiana 

19 Various The Baker Street Journal (worth subscribing to, even if you are a 
casual Sherlockian) 

What even casual Sherlockian can be without the fine Annotated Sherlock 
Holmes by William S. Baring-Gould? If you buy only one book, buy this 
one. Actually, there are two different editions of this. The original was pub-
lished in two large volumes, and a later edition was published as one VERY 
LARGE volume. Either one is worth having, though the two-volume edi-
tion is a bit easier on the lap, and the paper is considerably better quality 
than in the one volume edition. However, either edition is fine. Baring-
Gould’s love of “the Great Game” is evident in this, and, until Les Klinger’s 
fine New Annotated edition was published, it was the main source of joy for 
Sherlockians. It was published in 1967 and is available in used editions for 
reasonable prices. His Sherlock Holmes of Baker Street is also a fun read. You 
don’t have to be deeply involved in the Sherlockian community to enjoy it. 

The BSI Manuscript Series is a must-have for anyone who is interested 
in seeing a Sherlock Holmes story written in Conan Doyle’s handwriting. 
These books also include chapters on the writing of the story, the differences 
between the manuscript and the published versions, and interesting chapters 
on various aspects of the story. 

Steve Clarkson’s Compendium is also worth having. It has a beautiful 
cover and is very a useful book with the answer to almost any quiz question 
you can think of. If you want to be able to read the stories as they appeared 
in the Strand Magazine (always fun — two columns with the original illus-
trations), then I recommend The Original Illustrated Strand Sherlock Holmes. 
Greene’s Further Adventures of Sherlock Holmes has other Holmes-related 
writings by Conan Doyle. Two other beautiful books are Sherlock Holmes, 
His World and His Time and Pictorial History of Sherlock Holmes, which do a 
wonderful job of introducing you to the real Victorian London. Sherlock 
Holmes In Portrait and Profile will educate you on the portrayals (pre-Brett) 
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of Holmes in print, on screen, and on the stage. The Sherlock Holmes Encyclo-
pedia and Encyclopedia Sherlockiana are chock-full of Sherlockian facts. 

The New Annotated Sherlock Holmes (currently available in stores selling 
new books) is a beautiful set of three volumes. Les Klinger did a fine job, 
adding his own flair and interests. 

Profiles by Gaslight and The Private Life of Sherlock Holmes are two early 
classics and are two of the best books on Sherlock Holmes ever written. Pro-
files was one of the first collections of “writings on the writings” and reflects 
love for, and the newness of, the genre. Private Life reflects Vincent Star-
rett’s (a fine writer in his own right) love of Holmes. 

Teller of Tales is a wonderful biography of Conan Doyle. In my opinion, 
it is the best of all the biographies published thus far. Dan Stashower is 
quite a tale-teller himself. One of my nicest memories is sitting in a London 
hotel smoking room, smoking a Cuban cigar, and reading this wonderful 
book by my friend.  

The newest additions to this list are Michael Sims’s Arthur and Sherlock 
and Mattias Boström’s From Holmes to Sherlock. Sims’s book focuses on Co-
nan Doyle’s early life, through the publication of A Study in Scarlet. Sims is a 
great writer and researcher, and is a joy for Sherlockians and non-
Sherlockians, alike. The same is true of From Holmes to Sherlock. Mattias 
covers everything Sherlockian, and I mean everything — Conan Doyle, Gil-
lette, Morley, ASH, Scion Societies, movies, television, stage, and everything 
in between. It is a must-have. 

Even the casual Sherlockian will enjoy the Baker Street Journal. It is 
amazing what people find in the stories that is interesting and entertaining. 
The Journal has been published since 1946, and the well does not appear to 
be running dry. The best of Sherlockian writings have almost all appeared in 
the Journal. If you are not subscribing, you are missing a lot of Sherlockian 
entertainment. 

FOR THE SHERLOCKIAN LIBRARY COLLECTOR 
In addition to those books mentioned above, the following are great 

Sherlockian books that reflect outstanding Sherlockian analysis. Many form 
the cornerstone of Sherlockian literature. If you are starting a serious collec-
tion, start here. 

 Author Title 

20 Bell, HW Baker St. Studies 

21 Blakeney Sherlock Holmes, Fact or Fiction 
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 Author Title 

22 Brend My Dear Holmes (A Study in Sherlock) 

23 Conan Doyle The Complete Sherlock Holmes — Doubleday (or Barnes & 
Noble Edition that has the same pagination) 

24 Dakin, DM A Sherlock Holmes Commentary 

25 Donegall, Lord Baker Street and Beyond 

26 Grazebrook Studies in SH 

27 Haining, P The Sherlock Holmes Scrapbook 

28 Hall, John Sidelights on Holmes 

29 Hall, T Sherlock Holmes 

30 Hardwick, M The Complete Guide to Sherlock Holmes 

31 Harrison, M Beyond Baker Street 

32 Harrison, M In the Footsteps of Sherlock Holmes 

33 Herbert, PD The Sincerest Form of Flattery 

34 Holroyd, JE Baker St. Byways 

35 Holroyd, JE Seventeen Steps to Baker Street 

36 Hyder, W From Baltimore to Baker Street 

37 Katz, Solberg Nerve & Knowledge — Doctors, Medicine, and the Sherlockian 
Canon 

38 Klinger A Study in Scarlet (The Entire Annotated Series) 

39 Knox, R Essays in Satire 

40 Lellenberg, J Nova 57 Minor 

41 Liebow, E Dr. Joe Bell 

42 McQueen, I Sherlock Holmes, Detected 

43 Queen, Ellery Misadventures of Sherlock Holmes 

44 Redmond, C In Bed with Sherlock Holmes 

45 Roberts, S.C. Holmes & Watson 

46 Sayers, D Unpopular Opinions 

47 Shreffler, P Sherlock Holmes by Gas Lamp 

48 Smith, Edgar W Baker St. and Beyond 

49 Smith, Edgar W A Baker Street Four Wheeler: Sixteen Pieces of Sherlockiana 

50 Smith, Edgar W. The Incunabular Sherlock Holmes 
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 Author Title 

51 Smith, Edgar W. Introducing Mr. Sherlock Holmes 

52 Starrett, V 221B 

53 Stern  Sherlock Homes, Rare Book Collector 

55 Utechin, N Sherlock Holmes At Oxford 

56 Van Liere A Doctor Enjoys Sherlock Holmes 

54 Various The Sherlock Holmes Journal (worth the subscription) 

While I won’t discuss each of these, I would like to make a few com-
ments. Arguably, Haining’s Sherlock Holmes Scrapbook and Starrett’s 221B 
deserve to be in the list for even casual Sherlockians. They are both wonder-
ful reading, and I have looked at them many times. 221B is also among the 
best Sherlockian books ever written and includes Starrett’s immortal poem. I 
am always envious of someone who is reading 221B for the first time. I did 
not include them in the “casual” list because neither is what I would consider 
a coffee table book (as are the others on that list). However, if you are a 
budding collector, the books on this list will form the foundation of your 
collection. They are also great fun! Remember that many of these are hard 
to find, as they were published many years ago. However, looking for them 
is part of the fun, and when you find one at a reasonable price, the feeling is 
exhilarating. Bob Katz and I co-edited Nerve & Knowledge — Doctors, Medi-
cine, and the Sherlockian Canon. If you are remotely interested in medicine 
and the Canon (after all, Conan Doyle and Watson were both physicians), 
this book is for you. Physicians and others from all over the world wrote 
professional journal-level articles for the book. The book was so successful 
that the BSI Press launched a “Professions Series,” and the second book in 
the series (just out this year) is Canon Law — Lawyers, Law and the Sherlock-
ian Canon. It is a terrific book, and I am thinking of adding it to the list. 

Furthermore, there are other books that arguably should go on this list. 
You should check them out. 

FOR THE SHERLOCKIAN RESEARCHER 
If you enjoy writing articles on Sherlock Holmes, you also should try to 

have access to the following sources (in addition to everything listed above). 
I return to them again and again. 
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 Author Title 

57 Bradshaw Bradshaw’s Railway Guide 

58 DeWaal The Universal Sherlock Holmes — electronic version 

59 Goodrich, WD The New Good Old Index 

60 Green & Gibson A Bibliography of A. Conan Doyle 

61 Oxford The Oxford Sherlock Holmes 

62 Redmond, C The Sherlock Holmes Handbook 

63 Redmond, D Sherlock Holmes, A Study in Sources  

64 Various The Baker Street Journal — 1946-2010 CD Set 

65 Various The Sherlock Holmes Journal — 1952-2002 CD Set 

If you can only buy one book on this list, buy DeWaal’s Universal Sher-
lock Holmes bibliography. Yes, it was published in 1994 and does not include 
anything since. Yes, it has errors. However, it is a wonderful accomplish-
ment, and is remarkably thorough. You will want to know (or should) what 
others have published before on your topic, and I cannot emphasize strongly 
enough how useful this volume is. In the electronic version, you can search 
the bibliography on your computer by keyword, author, title, etc.  

As I said before, most of the great Sherlockian works have appeared in 
the Baker Street Journal. Other great works have appeared in the Sherlock 
Homes Journal of the Sherlock Holmes Society of London. Once you find 
the list of articles you want in DeWaal, having the CD sets of the BSJ and 
SHJ will save you incredible time and heartburn. They are indispensable to 
me. 

The Oxford Sherlock Holmes is a multi-volume annotated set of the stories, 
edited by some of the world’s most knowledgeable Sherlockians and/or 
Doyleans. Many of the annotations are Doylean, having to do with what 
Conan Doyle was thinking or going through when he wrote the stories. 
Goodrich’s Good Old Index has also been indispensable, being a virtual con-
cordance of the Canon. Like Clarkson’s Compendium, it tells you where to 
find various words in the Canon, but each has different strengths, and both 
are well worth owning. 

FOR THE FUN OF IT 
I don’t like pastiches for the most part. The following, however, include 

pastiches, parodies (which I do like), and other treatments of Holmes cul-
ture and are really fun (or interesting) reading. 
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 Author Title 

66 Adey, Robert As It Might Have Been 

66 Adey, Robert As It Might Have Been 

67 Bangs, John Kendrick Houseboat on the Styx 

68 Cagnat, JP Around the World of Sherlock Holmes in 15 Years 

69 Dorn, Bill Sherlock Holmes, A Study Guide (in two volumes) 

70 Doyle, AC Memories and Adventures 

71 Fish, Robert L Schlock Holmes — Complete Bagel St. Saga 

72 Friedman, Kinky Elvis, Jesus, and Coca Cola 

73 Jann, Rosemary The Adventures of Sherlock Holmes, Detecting Social Order 

74 Kotzwinkle Trouble in Bugland 

75 Meyer, Nicholos Seven Percent Solution 

76 Payne  Myth & Modern Man in SH 

77 Redmond, C In Bed with Sherlock Holmes 

78 Rosenblatt Dining with Sherlock Holmes 

79 Queen, Ellery The Misadventures of Sherlock Holmes 

80 Titus, Eve Basil of Baker Street 

 
Subjective? You bet! Add Laurie King’s The Beekeeper’s Apprentice if you 

want to. As It Might Have Been is a collection of early (and I mean early) 
Sherlockian parodies. John Kendrick Bangs almost had his own industry of 
writing Sherlockian parody when Conan Doyle was still writing the Holmes 
stories (and even Bangs’s non-Sherlockian writings are entertaining). Schlock 
Holmes is a great example of later parody and was a very good seller back in 
the 1970s. Nicholas Meyer almost single handedly resurrected the popularity 
of Holmes in the early 1970s with his fine pastiche The Seven Percent Solu-
tion. Basil of Baker Street was the original series of children’s books on which 
Disney’s Great Mouse Detective was based. Many of Kinky Friedman’s mys-
tery novels have very Sherlockian themes and are fun. 

ABOUT THE BAKER STREET IRREGULARS 
Long before I was invited to my first BSI dinner, I enjoyed Jon Lellen-

berg’s histories of it. I found them fascinating for his style of putting the 
early days of the BSI into historical perspective. Here, you find the story of 
how grown men and women developed their love for Holmes into one of the 
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most prestigious and long lasting literary societies in the context of what else 
is happening in the world. It’s not all hearts and flowers (part of the fun for 
the reader), but it is always entertaining. They are hard to find and costly, 
but great reading, even if you have no interest in joining the BSI. 

 Author Title 

81 Lellenberg, J, Irregular Proceedings of the 30s 

82 Lellenberg, J, Irregular Proceedings of the Early 40s 

83 Lellenberg, J, Irregular Proceedings of the Mid 40s 

84 Lellenberg, J Irregular Proceedings of the Late 40s 

85 Lellenberg, J Disjecta Membra 

EPILOGUE 
Will this list change over time? Of course. The Shaw 100 was fine for its 

day but cannot reflect all of the great works that came after it. In addition, I 
have found some of the works listed on the Shaw 100 to be disappointing 
(as, no doubt, you may find with some on my list, as tastes differ), and so not 
all of them are included above. However, one of the benefits of being a 
Sherlockian is that there is so much great reading . . . Have fun. 
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THE CASE OF THE LIBRARY’S 
DISAPPEARING PUNCHED CARD 

Cattleya M. Concepcion* 

Editors’ note: When we shipped them from Green Bag World Headquarters, 
some copies of the print edition of the Baker Street Almanac included (in an 
old-school, paste-in pocket on the inside back cover) a near-facsimile repro-
duction of the Hound of the Baskervilles library punched card described below. 

 did not know that library punched cards were in danger of disappearing 
until I accidentally found one. The punched card was on the inside front 
cover of an early U.S. edition of Arthur Conan Doyle’s The Hound of the 

Baskervilles1 from the collection of the Library of the University of North 
Carolina. It was a relic of the past and felt especially so from the way that I 
was seeing the book — as a digitized copy available online.2 What struck me 
most was not a feeling of the punched card’s obsolescence but a fear that its 
use in history was on the verge of being lost because, in the rush to digitize, 
we never made plans to save artifacts of the library’s work. The copy, which 
had been digitized by the Internet Archive in 2015,3 only captured part of 
the punched card; it was folded over at the top and half obscured by a book 
pocket that held it. While digitization practices had preserved the full text of 
the book, they had failed to preserve the punched card, a remarkable early 
technology on the path to automation in library circulation systems. Fortu-
nately, the physical copy of the book at UNC was still accessible, so the 
punched card — and its story — was not lost yet. 

Marginal punched cards — the first kind of punched card used by UNC 
to charge out books to borrowers before computers — had disappeared long 
ago. Punched cards first appeared in academic libraries for use in circulation 
operations during the second half of the 1930s.4 By the early 1950s, UNC 
                                                                                                                            
* Cattleya M. Concepcion is a Reference Librarian at Georgetown Law Library. She thanks 
the librarians at Wilson Special Collections Library, University of North Carolina-
Chapel Hill, who do much more than they are asked in order to connect people with 
their collections. Copyright 2019 Cattleya M. Concepcion. The image of the punch card 
on the previous page is courtesy of University Libraries, UNC Chapel Hill. 
1 A. Conan Doyle, The Hound of the Baskervilles (Grosset & Dunlap 1902). 
2 For the digitized copy, see Doyle, supra note 1, available at archive.org/details/houndof 
baskervil00doyl_6 (digitized version of UNC’s copy on Internet Archive); hdl.handle.net/ 
2027/nc01.ark:/13960/t77t10t9n (digitized version of UNC’s copy on HathiTrust). 
3 See id. (watermarks on digitized copy). 
4 Helen T. Geer, Charging Systems 110 (1955). 
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had a punched card charging system in place. For its system, UNC used 
Keysort punched cards from Ohio’s McBee Company.5 While several com-
panies sold marginal punched cards, the Keysort punched card was in gen-
eral use in punched card charging systems,6 and UNC was one of at least 14 
academic libraries that used it as a call card.7  

UNC’s punched call card was 3 x 5 inches.8 On the face of the card, in-
formation relevant to the library could be written in about the borrower and 
the book to be borrowed.9 On the left and bottom sides of the card, there 
were rows for holes around the edges.10 UNC’s punched call card had holes, 
for example, for data relating to due dates,11 locations (e.g., reserve book 
room),12 academic semester,13 faculty status,14 and missing books.15 Accord-
ing to the McBee Company, “as many as four million different, non-
conflicting classifications” could be coded along one edge of the Keysort 
punched card.16  

In addition to punched cards, a basic McBee Keysort system required “a 
hand-slotting punch resembling that used by railroad conductors, and a 
manual sorting needle resembling an elongated icepick.”17 The Keysort 
punched card could be notched to add data, and card savers (or correction 
slips) could be applied to remove or correct data, allowing the card to be 
repeatedly reused.18 The sorting needle processed and arranged Keysort 
punched cards “by passing the needle through the hole designating the sort 
                                                                                                                            
5 Id. at 164. 
6 Id. at 110.  
7 Id. at 164. Another four academic libraries used a similar charging system with IBM 
punched cards. Id. at 163. Overall, marginal punched card systems were not widespread. 
Dennis J. Reynolds, Library Automation, in World Encyclopedia of Library and Infor-
mation Services 470, 472 (3d ed. 1993). 
8 Howard F. McGaw, Marginal Punched Cards in College and Research Libraries 90 
(1952). 
9 See Geer, supra note 4, at 115. 
10 McGaw, supra note 8, at 90. 
11 Id. at 89. 
12 Id. at 97-99. 
13 Id. at 96. 
14 Id. at 89, 110. 
15 Id. at 97-98. 
16 Murray G. Lawson, The Machine Age in Historical Research, American Archivist 
141, 143 (1948). 
17 Id. at 142. 
18 Geer, supra note 4, at 115; Reynolds, supra note 7, at 472. For more information on 
marginal punched cards in circulation systems, see McGaw, supra note 8, at 83-141; 
Ralph H. Parker, Library Applications of Punched Cards 25-39 (1952). 
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desired and raising it” because cards with a hole had “nothing to support 
them” and so they “automatically [fell] clear.”19  

Under a Keysort call card system like UNC’s, when a borrower wanted to 
check out a book, the borrower filled out a punched call card and gave it to 
the librarian, who then marked the due date on the card as well as on a due 
date slip inside the book.20 Later, when the borrower returned the book, the 
librarian destroyed the punched call card or returned it to the borrower.21 In 
this type of punched card charging system, the library never physically at-
tached the punched card to the book.22 At the time, this feature was regard-
ed as an advantage because it reduced the time and supplies involved.23 Be-
cause book cards and pockets were eliminated, the process required “only 
stamping, marking, labeling, and the affixing of date-due slips.”24  

Today, the only remaining traces in UNC’s books of that first punched 
call card system are the accompanying due date slips from the period. In 
UNC’s early U.S. edition of The Hound of the Baskervilles, a due date slip 
inside the book shows markings for three loans due on July 27, 1962, Octo-
ber 12, 1962, and October 14, 1974.25 Shortly after this last date, UNC 
would implement the next phase of punched cards in its charging system, 
but not before several years of planning and preparation. 

Starting in the 1960s, computers were introduced into library charging 
systems to process circulation transactions.26 UNC began planning for a 
computerized charging system in 1966.27 Because online computerization 
required full-time access to a large computer and so was cost prohibitive, 
UNC pursued an offline system that used a punched book card as the input 
medium.28 In this system,  

transactions were not recorded on the computer as they occurred, 
but collected over time and processed in . . . batch mode. . . . When 

                                                                                                                            
19 Lawson, supra note 16, at 143. 
20 Geer, supra note 4, at 116. 
21 Id. at 118. 
22 A limited number of academic libraries used a McBee Keysort book card, a punched 
card that was placed inside a book pocket. Id. at 125, 163-64. However, only three 
known academic libraries used this system. Id. at 163-64. 
23 McGaw, supra note 8, at 111. 
24 Id. 
25 For the due date slip and markings, see Doyle, supra note 1, available at hdl.handle.net 
/2027/nc01.ark:/13960/t77t10t9n?urlappend=%3Bseq=5. 
26 Reynolds, supra note 7, at 472. 
27 A.R. Fields, Automation of Wilson Library Circulation, in Automated Circulation in 
ARL Libraries 70, 70-71 (1978). 
28 Id. at 71. 
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a patron charged out a book with a machine-readable punched 
book card, a library attendant used a machine that, though not 
connected to a computer, generated a computer-readable circula-
tion transaction punched card that combined . . . the book’s call 
number recorded from the punched book card, and patron identi-
fication information from the patron’s identification card. The li-
brarians held all such transaction cards throughout the day and 
. . . took them all to the computer center. . . . These transaction 
cards were processed against the entire circulation file to generate 
an updated printout of the circulation file for the librarians . . . .29 

During the planning stage for the new system, UNC librarians visited 
other libraries that had implemented computerized circulation procedures 
and noted that several libraries had developed systems using equipment from 
IBM.30 With an IBM manufacturing plant nearby in Raleigh,31 UNC se-
lected the IBM 1030 Data Collection System to automate its circulation 
operations.32  

IBM had released the 1030 Data Collection System in 1963.33 The 1030 
provided a way to transmit data through a telephone line or cable from re-
mote offices to a computer system in a central office.34 The central computer 
system used by the 1030 system was a 1448 Transmission Control Unit at-
tached to a 1440 Data Processing System. The 1030 system had four com-
ponents. First, a 1031 Input Station, which was located at a remote office, 
allowed input to be entered by a card reader, badge reader, and manual en-
try. Second, a 1032 Digital Time Unit at the central office provided transac-
tion times for the input to the central computer system. Third, a 1033 
Printer, located in the remote office, printed information from the central 
computer system. Finally, a 1034 Card Punch at the central office accepted 
transmissions from the remote 1031 Input Station, functioning as the out-
                                                                                                                            
29 Reynolds, supra note 7, at 472. 
30 Fields, supra note 27, at 70-71. 
31 IBM opened a manufacturing plant in Raleigh, North Carolina in 1965. IBM, Frequently 
Asked Questions 10 (April 10, 2007), www.ibm.com/ibm/history/documents/pdf/faq.pdf. 
32 Fields, supra note 27, at 71. 
33 IBM, Endicott Chronology, 1961-1969, IBM Archives, www.ibm.com/ibm/history/exhibit 
s/endicott/endicott_chronology1960.html?mhq=%22ibm%201030%22&mhsrc=ibmsearch_a. 
The Computer History Museum in Mountain View, California has an image of and 
manual for the IBM 1030 Data Collection System in its collections (catalog record for 
the image at www.computerhistory.org/collections/catalog/102635762 and catalog record 
for the manual at www.computerhistory.org/collections/catalog/102664844).  
34 IBM, Customer Engineering Introduction to 1030 Data Collection System (n.d.), 
available at ed-thelen.org/comp-hist/IBM-ProdAnn/1030.pdf. 



THE CASE OF THE LIBRARY’S DISAPPEARING PUNCHED CARD 

2019   •   BAKER STREET ALMANAC   •   282 

put device when the 1030 system was offline.35 
In the summer of 1975, UNC launched a single computerized charging 

system for its Main and Undergraduate Libraries using the IBM 1030 Data 
Collection System.36 According to a report by UNC shortly after the system 
was installed, the configuration consisted of three 1031 Input Stations in the 
Main Library and two 1031 Input Stations in the Undergraduate Library, 
which were all connected to one 1034 Card Punch on the ground floor of 
the Undergraduate Library.37 UNC had one backup 1034 that could auto-
matically replace the primary 1034 if it went down.38 In UNC’s configura-
tion, data was transmitted through a cable that had been placed between the 
Main and Undergraduate Libraries.39 

IBM punched cards were the input/output medium for UNC’s comput-
erized charging system. Unlike the Keysort punched call cards that UNC 
had used earlier for its circulation functions, the IBM punched cards had 
holes on the face of the card, not around the edges, and the holes were rec-
tangular, not circular.40 At 7 3/8 x 3 1/4 inches, the IBM punched card had 
80 columns and 12 rows.41 The rows from the top to the bottom were de-
noted &, -, 0, 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, and 9.42 Each hole represented a bit, so 
the maximum data storage capacity of the IBM punched card was 960 bits 
or 120 bytes.43  

For the IBM punched cards that served as book cards to input into the 
system, UNC coded the book’s classification number and short title.44 Under 
the previous Keysort punched call card system, this information was filled in 
by the borrower,45 so the elimination of handwriting was an advantage of the 

                                                                                                                            
35 Id. 
36 Fields, supra note 27, at 70-71. This was a joint automated system for the two libraries. 
By the fall of 1969, UNC had already achieved automation in its circulation operations at 
the Undergraduate Library. Id. at 70. 
37 Id. at 70-71. Note that the report’s description of the configuration makes clear that 
the author accidentally mixed up the components of the IBM 1030. The configuration 
provided here tries to provide a corrected description of the system. 
38 Id. at 71. 
39 Id. at 70. 
40 IBM, The IBM Punched Card, IBM 100 (2011), www.ibm.com/ibm/history/ibm100/ 
us/en/icons/punchcard. 
41 Id. 
42 Georg Fisher, Punched Cards (Nov. 10, 2010), www.punctum.com/interest/punch/ 
index.en.html. 
43 Id. 
44 Fields, supra note 27, at 71. 
45 McGaw, supra note 8, at 113. 
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IBM punched cards.46 Consistent with UNC’s coding procedure, the 
notched holes in the punched book card found in the early edition of The 
Hound of the Baskervilles represent the book’s classification number under the 
Library of Congress Classification System (i.e., PR4622 .H6 1902) and 
shortened title (i.e., The Hound of the BK). 

UNC began preparing IBM punched cards for its books in the Under-
graduate Library at the end of 1967 and began inserting them into the books 
about a year-and-a-half later.47 For the Main Library, UNC began coding 
punched cards for new books at the start of 1968, and then it later added 
books classified or reclassified under the Library of Congress Classification 
System (rather than Dewey Decimal Classification) through 1971.48 UNC 
continued to code and insert punched book cards until just days before its 
joint computerized charging system launched in 1975.49 

UNC’s early edition of Conan Doyle’s The Hound of the Baskervilles was 
not one of the Library of Congress classified books that received a punched 
book card when the computerized charging system initially launched. At the 
time of the launch in 1975, this particular copy was classified under Dewey 
Decimal Classification (i.e., 823 D75ho 1902).50 Per a librarian’s note inside 
the book that reads “recl. 77-6-16,” the book was not reclassified to Library of 
Congress Classification until June 16, 1977.51 The book appears to have been 
charged out using the Keysort punched call card system through this time, as a 
second due date slip inside the book shows markings with a return date of 
December 5, 1978.52 So it seems likely that the IBM punched card was coded 
and inserted into the book sometime after December 1978, about three-and-
a-half years after the single computerized charging system launched at UNC.  

                                                                                                                            
46 Fields, supra note 27, at 71. 
47 Id. at 70. 
48 Id. 
49 Id. 
50 To view the classification written on a book plate inside UNC’s copy, see Doyle, supra 
note 1, available at hdl.handle.net/2027/nc01.ark:/13960/t77t10t9n?urlappend=%3Bseq=4. 
51 See Email from Wilson Special Collections Library, University of North Carolina-
Chapel Hill, to author (Jan. 11, 2019, 3:37 PM) (on file with author) (explaining the 
meaning of the librarian’s note); see also James F. Govan, Annual Report of the Univer-
sity Library, University of North Carolina, for the Fiscal Year 1976-77, at 7 (October 1, 
1977) (discussing a project to reclassify about 300,000 volumes from Dewey Decimal 
Classification to Library of Congress Classification over the next five years). To view the 
handwritten marking in UNC’s copy, see Doyle, supra note 1, available at hdl.handle.net/ 
2027/nc01.ark:/13960/t77t10t9n?urlappend=%3Bseq=7. 
52 For the due date slip and markings, see Doyle, supra note 1, available at hdl.handle.net 
/2027/nc01.ark:/13960/t77t10t9n?urlappend=%3Bseq=3. 
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Under UNC’s computerized charging system, a book was charged out by 
inserting the punched book card into one slot and the borrower’s badge, 
which had been coded with his or her Social Security number, into another 
slot of an IBM 1031 Input Station.53 Information from the book card and 
badge were combined with the loan type and due date and then transmitted 
to the IBM 1034, where a transaction card was punched and stored.54 The 
daily circulation operations at UNC proceeded from there: 

At 8:00 a.m. each day the accumulated transaction cards [were] 
delivered to the Message Center and from there taken to the 
Computation Center on West Franklin [Street]. [The transac-
tion] cards [were] read into a computer memory containing the 
circulation file. A special computer program add[ed] new charges 
to the file, cancel[ed] charges for books which [had] been re-
turned, note[d] books returned overdue, compute[d] the fines, 
compare[d] the [S]ocial [S]ecurity number with a master address 
file, and printe[d] out bills for delinquent borrowers. It also 
note[d] which [were] more than three days overdue and print[ed] 
out overdue notices. About 11:00 a.m. each day a printed list of 
all books in circulation, on Reserve, on carrels, being traced, or 
out of the stacks for any reason [was] delivered to [the Main and 
Undergraduate Libraries].55  

UNC’s computerized charging system was a success, and in the words of the 
university librarian at the time, proved to be “a valuable boon to both bor-
rowers and staff.”56 The new system was credited in part for an eight percent 
increase in circulation at the Main Library.57 

At the same time that UNC and other libraries had begun to install of-
fline computerized charging systems, a few libraries were already beginning 
to explore online circulation systems.58 During the 1970s, commercial ven-
dors of online library systems started to emerge.59 IBM began to close its 
punched card manufacturing plants, and the last of its nine plants shut its 

                                                                                                                            
53 Fields, supra note 27, at 71. Note that the report’s description of the configuration 
makes clear that the author accidentally mixed up the components of the IBM 1030. The 
configuration provided here tries to provide a corrected description of the system. 
54 Id. 
55 Id. 
56 James F. Govan, Annual Report of the University Library, University of North Caroli-
na, for the Fiscal Year 1975-76, at 4 (October 1, 1976). 
57 Id. 
58 Reynolds, supra note 7, at 473.  
59 Id. 
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doors by the end of 1984.60 In the end, UNC’s punched book cards were 
replaced by scannable barcode labels in the early 1990s, when UNC migrat-
ed to an online library system from Data Research Associates, Inc.61  

Punched cards were a key part of library charging systems before com-
puters and in conjunction with computers, before technology ultimately left 
them behind. While Keysort punched call cards have long been separated 
from books, IBM punched book cards can still be found inside the covers, 
like in UNC’s early edition of Conan Doyle’s The Hound of the Baskervilles. 
It feels like luck that I came across the punched book card in a digitized 
copy online. It also feels like luck that UNC’s copy even has a punched book 
card. A second copy of the same edition in UNC’s rare book collection does 
not have a punched book card,62 as the cards were only inserted into books 
that could be borrowed. If both copies had been housed in the rare book 
collection, we would not have this example of a punched book card today.  

The physical copy that was digitized is still part of UNC’s circulating 
collection.63 The book is housed at the Library Service Center,64 a tempera-
ture and humidity controlled facility designed to extend “the useful life of 
library materials.”65 So the book — and thus the punched book card inside it 
— is being protected. The obscured image of the punched book card in the 
digitized copy, however, has already been neglected. As we digitize print 
books from library collections and move towards digital libraries, we should 
be careful not to overlook the book cards, book pockets, due date slips, 
markings, and other items that libraries have added to books to make them 
findable and available to borrowers. Why should our contributions to books 
not also be preserved for history? 

                                                                                                                            
60 Joseph Perkins, IBM Punch-Card Plant Will Close, Washington Post, July 2, 1984, at 
WB18.  
61 Wilson Special Collections Library, supra note 51. To see the barcode label in UNC’s 
copy of The Hound of the Baskervilles, see Doyle, supra note 1, available at hdl.handle.net/ 
2027/nc01.ark:/13960/t77t10t9n?urlappend=%3Bseq=3. 
62 Wilson Special Collections Library, supra note 51.  
63 Id.  
64 Id. A search for the book’s call number, PR4622 .H6 1902, in the catalog shows that 
the copy is currently located in the “Brittle Book Remote Storage” (catalog record at 
search.lib.unc.edu/search?R=UNCb1208543). Note that the 1902 Grosset & Dunlap and 
1902 McClure, Phillips & Co. editions have gotten a bit mixed up in the records. The 
copy of interest here is at present listed under the McClure, Phillips & Co. record rather 
than the Grosset & Dunlap record (search.lib.unc.edu/search?R=UNCb5454423). Two 
copies listed in the Grosset & Dunlap record are part of the rare book collection. 
65 UNC University Libraries, Library Service Center, library.unc.edu/services/circulation/lsc 
(last visited Jan. 31, 2019). 
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THE ADVENTURE OF THE CLOTHES-LINE 
Carolyn Wells* 

Editors’ note: The dust jacket that protects some copies of this almanac features 
a big version of one of our favorite Frederick Dorr Steele portrayals of Sherlock 
Holmes and Dr. John Watson. That Steele and the others reproduced here 
first appeared as illustrations for this story from the May 1915 issue of The 
Century (in which his name was spelled “Steel”). The interesting treatments 
of contractions are in the original, and are preserved here as reminders of the 
good old days when there was more room for words to move around. 

he members of the Society of Infallible Detectives were just sitting 
around and being socially infallible in their rooms in Fakir Street, 
when President Holmes strode in. He was much saturniner than 

usual, and the others at once deduced there was something toward. 
“And it ’s this,” said Holmes, perceiving that they had perceived it. “A 

reward is offered for the solution of a great mystery — so great, my col-
leagues, that I fear none of you will be able to solve it, or even to help me in 
the marvelous work I shall do when ferreting it out.” 

“Humph!” grunted the Thinking-Machine, riveting his steel-blue eyes 
upon the speaker. 

“He voices all our sentiments,” said Raffles, with his winning smile. “Fire 
away, Holmes. What’s the prob?” 

“To explain a most mysterious proceeding down on the East Side.” 
Though a tall man, Holmes spoke shortly, for he was peeved at the inat-

tentive attitude of his collection of colleagues. But of course he still had his 
Watson, so he put up with the indifference of the rest of the cold world. 

“Are n’t all proceedings down on the East Side mysterious?” asked 
Arsène Lupin with an aristocratic look. 

Holmes passed his brow wearily under his hand. 
“Inspector Spyer,” he said, “was riding on the Elevated Road — one of 

the small numbered Avenues — when, as he passed a tenement-house dis-
trict, he saw a clothes-line strung from one high window to another across a 
courtyard.” 

                                                                                                                            
* Carolyn Wells (1862-1942) was a prolific and popular author throughout her adult life. 
One of her genres was detective fiction, in which her work was compared favorably to 
that of other big sellers of her time. See, e.g., Grant M. Overton, A House of Mystery and 
a Room of Horror, The Sun (New York), Oct. 13, 1918, at section 5, page 4. The story 
reprinted here is one of several Holmes pastiches Wells wrote. 
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“Was it Monday?” asked the Thinking-Machine, who for the moment 
was thinking he was a washing-machine. 

“That does n’t matter. About the middle of the line was suspended —” 
“By clothes-pins?” asked two or three of the Infallibles at once. 
“Was suspended a beautiful woman.” 
“Hanged?” 
“No. Do listen! She hung by her hands and was evidently trying to cross 

from one house to the other. By her exhausted and agonized face, the inspector 
feared she could not hold on much longer. He sprang from his seat to rush to 
her assistance, but the train had already started, and he was too late to get off.” 

“What was she doing there?” “Did she fall?” “What did she look like?” and 
various similar nonsensical queries fell from the lips of the great detectives. 

“Be silent, and I will tell you all the known facts. She was a society woman, 
it is clear, for she was robed in a chiffon evening gown, one of those roll-top 
things. She wore rich jewelry and dainty slippers with jeweled buckles. Her 
hair, unloosed from its moorings, hung in heavy masses far down her back.” 

“How extraordinary! What does it all mean?” asked M. Dupin. ever 
straightforward of speech. 

“I don’t know yet,” answered Holmes, honestly; “I ’ve studied the matter 
only a few months. But I will find out, if I have to raze the whole tenement 
block. There must be a clue somewhere.” 

“Marvelous! Holmes, marvelous!” said a phonograph in the corner, 
which Watson had fixed up, as he had to go out. 

“The police have asked us to take up the case and have offered a reward 
for its solution. Find out who was the lady, what she was doing, and why she 
did it.” 

“Are there any clues?” asked M. Vidocq, while M. Lecocq said simulta-
neously, “Any footprints?” 

“There is one footprint; no other clue.” 
“Where is the footprint?” 
“On the ground, right under where the lady was hanging.” 
“But you said the rope was high from the ground.” 
“More than a hundred feet.” 
“And she stepped down and made a single footprint. Strange! Quite 

strange!” and the Thinking-Machine shook his yellow old head. 
“She did nothing of the sort,” said Holmes, petulantly. “If you fellows 

would listen, you might hear something. The occupants of the tenement 
houses have been questioned. But, as it turns out, none of them chanced to 
be at home at the time of the occurrence. There was a suffrage parade in the 
next street, and they had all been urged to go, and did.” 
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“Had a light snow fallen the night before?” asked Lecocq, eagerly. 
“Yes, of course,” answered Holmes. “How could we know anything, else? 

Well, the lady had dropped her slipper, and although the slipper was not 
found, it having been annexed by the tenement people who came home first, 
I had a chance to study the footprint. The slipper was a two and a half D. It 
was too small for her.” 

“How do you know?” 
“Women always wear slippers too small for them.” 
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“Then how did she come to drop it off?” This from Raffles, triumphantly. 
Holmes looked at him pityingly. 
“She kicked it off because it was too tight. Women always kick off their 

slippers when playing bridge or in an opera-box or at a dinner.” 
“And always when they ’re crossing a clothes-line?” This in Lupin’s most 

sarcastic vein. 
“Naturally,” said Holmes, with a taciturnine frown. “The footprint clearly 

denotes a lady of wealth and fashion, somewhat short of stature, and weighing 
about one hundred and sixty. She was of an animated nature —” 

“Suspended animation,” put in Luther Trant, wittily, and Scientific 
Sprague added, “Like the Coffin of Damocles, or whoever it was.” 

But Holmes frowned on their light-headedness. 
“We must find out what it all means,” he said in his gloomiest way. “I 

have a tracing of the footprint.” 
“I wonder if my seismospygmograph would work on it,” mused Trant. 
“I am the Prince of Footprints,” declared Lecocq, pompously. “I will solve 

the mystery.” 
“Do your best, all of you,” said their illustrious president. “I fear you can 

do little; these things are unintelligible to the unintelligent. But study on it, 
and meet here again one week from to-night, with your answers neatly type-
written on one side of the paper.” 

he Infallible Detectives started off, each affecting a jaunty sanguineness of 
demeanor, which did not in the least impress their president, who was 

used to sanguinary impressions. 
They spent their allotted seven days in the study of the problem; and a 

lot of the seven nights, too, for they wanted to delve into the baffling secret 
by sun or candle-light, as dear Mrs. Browning so poetically puts it. 

And when the week had fled, the Infallibles again gathered in the Fakir 
Street sanctum, each face wearing the smug smirk and smile of one who had 
quested a successful quest and was about to accept his just reward. 

“And now,” said President Holmes, “as nothing can be hid from the Infal-
lible Detectives, I assume we have all discovered why the lady hung from the 
clothes-line above that deep and dangerous chasm of a tenement courtyard.” 

“We have,” replied his colleagues, in varying tones of pride, conceit, and 
mock modesty. 

“I cannot think,” went on the hawk-like voice, “that you have, any of 
you, stumbled upon the real solution of the mystery; but I will listen to your 
amateur attempts.” 

“As the oldest member of our organization, I will tell my solution first,” 
said Vidocq, calmly. “I have not been able to find the lady, but I am convinced 
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that she was merely an expert trapezist or tight-rope walker, practising a new 
trick to amaze her Coney Island audiences.” 

“Nonsense!” cried Holmes. “In that case the lady would have worn tights 
or fleshings. We are told she was in full evening dress of the smartest set.” 

Arsène Lupin spoke next. 
“It ’s too easy,” he said boredly; “she was a typist or stenographer who 

had been annoyed by attentions from her employer, and was trying to escape 
from the brute.” 

“Again I call your attention to her costume,” said Holmes, with a look of 
intolerance on his finely cold-chiseled face. 

“That ’s all right,” returned Lupin, easily. “Those girls dress every old 
way! I ’ve seen ’em. They don’t think anything of evening clothes at their 
work.” 

“Humph!” said the Thinking-Machine, and the others all agreed with him. 
“Next,” said Holmes, sternly. 
“I ’m next,” said Lecocq. “I submit that the lady escaped from a near-by 

lunatic asylum. She had the illusion that she was an old overcoat and the 
moths had got at her. So of course she hung herself on the clothes-line. This 
theory of lunacy also accounts for the fact that the lady’s hair was down — 
like Ophelia’s, you know.” 

“It would have been easier for her to swallow a few good moth-balls,” 
said Holmes, looking at Lecocq in stormy silence. “Mr. Gryce, you are an 
experienced deducer; what did you conclude?” 

Mr. Gryce glued his eyes to his right boot toe, after his celebrated habit. 
“I make out she was a-slumming. You know, all the best ladies are keen 
about it now. And I feel that she belonged to the Cult for the Betterment of 
Clothes-lines. She was by way of being a tester. She had to go across them 
hand over hand, and if they bore her weight, they were passed by the censor.” 

“And if they did n’t?” 
“Apparently that predicament had not occurred at the time of our prob-

lem, and so cannot be considered.” 
“I think Gryce is right about the slumming,” remarked Luther Trant, “but 

the reason for the lady hanging from the clothes-line is the imperative necessi-
ty she felt for a thorough airing, after her tenemental visitations; there is a 
certain tenement scent, if I may express it, that requires ozone in quantities.” 

“You ’re too material,” said the Thinking-Machine, with a faraway look 
in his weak, blue eyes. “The lady was a disciple of New Thought. She had to 
go into the silence, or concentrate, or whatever they call it. And they always 
choose strange places for these thinking spells. They have to have solitude, 
and, as I understand it, the clothes-line was not crowded?” 
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Rouletabille laughed right out. 
“You ’re ’way off, Thinky,” he said. “What ailed that dame was just that 

she wanted to reduce. I ’ve read about it in the women’s journals. They all 
want to reduce. They take all sorts of crazy exercises, and this crossing 
clothes-lines hand over hand is the latest. I ’ll bet it took off twenty of those 
avoirdupois with which old Sherly credited her.” 

“Pish and a few tushes!” remarked Raffles, in his smart society jargon. 
“You don’t fool me. That clever little bear was making up a new dance to 
thrill society next winter. You ’ll see. Sunday-paper head-lines: ‘Stunning 
New Dance! The Clothes-Line Cling! Caught On Like Wildfire!’ That ’s 
what it’s all about. What do you know, eh?” 

“Go take a walk, Raffles,” said Holmes, not unkindly; “you ’re sleepy yet. 
Scientific Sprague, you sometimes put over an abstruse theory, what do you 
say?” 

“I did n’t need science,” said Sprague, carelessly. “As soon as I heard she 
had her hair down, I jumped to the correct conclusion. She had been washing 
her hair, and was drying it. My sister always sticks her head out of the sky-
light; but this lady’s plan is, I should judge, a more all-round success.” 

As they had now all voiced their theories, President Holmes rose to give 
them the inestimable benefit of his own views. 

“Your ideas are not without some merit,” he conceded, “but you have 
overlooked the eternal-feminine element in the problem. As soon as I tell you 
the real solution, you will each wonder why it escaped your notice. The lady 
thought she heard a mouse, so she scrambled out of the window, preferring 
to risk her life on the perilous clothes-line rather than stay in the dwelling 
where the mouse was also. It is all very simple. She was doing her hair, 
threw her head over forward to twist it, as they always do, and so espied the 
mouse sitting in the corner.” 

“Marvelous! Holmes, marvelous!” exclaimed Watson, who had just come 
back from his errand. 

Even as they were all pondering on Holmes’s superior wisdom, the tele-
phone-bell rang. 

“Are you there?” said President Holmes, for he was ever English of speech. 
“Yes, yes,” returned the impatient voice of the chief of police. “Call off 

your detective workers. We have discovered who the lady was who crossed 
the clothes-line and why she did it.” 

“I can’t imagine you really know,” said Holmes into the transmitter; “but 
tell me what you think.” 

“A-r-r-rh! Of course I know! It was just one of those confounded moving-
picture stunts!” 
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“Indeed! And why did the lady kick off her slipper?” 
“A-r-r-r-h! It was part of the fool plot. She ’s Miss Flossy Flicker of the 

Flim-Flam Film Company, doin’ the six-reel thriller, ‘At the End of Her 
Rope.’” 

“Ah,” said Holmes suavely, “my compliments to Miss Flicker on her 
good work.” 

“Marvelous, Holmes, marvelous!” said Watson. 
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A GLANCE AHEAD AT 2019 
ists like this one tend to be incomplete and out-of-date before they 
even roll off the presses or load onto the internet. Still, there is no 
harm in flagging a few future highlights. For a more nearly compre-

hensive forecast of the near future — and a more accurate one — visit the 
Sherlockian Calendar maintained by Ron Fish of The Three Garridebs at 
www.sherlockiancalendar.com. 

SOME THINGS WE ARE LOOKING FORWARD TO 
Mar. 29: Holmes, Doyle and Friends Six (The Agra Treasurers),  

Dayton, OH, USA 

Apr. 5-7: 221B Con, Atlanta, GA, USA 

Apr. 6: Cameron Hollyer Memorial Lecture (Friends of the Arthur 
Conan Doyle Collection), Toronto, ON, CAN  

May 3-5: Malice Domestic 31, Bethesda, MD, USA 

Jun. 7-8: A Scintillation of Scions XII, (Watson’s Tin Box), Baltimore, 
MD, USA 

Aug. 9-11: “Dark Places, Wicked Companions and Strange Experiences” 
Conference (The Norwegian Explorers), Minneapolis, MN, 
USA 

Oct. 12-13: Left Coast Sherlockian Symposium, Portland, OR, USA 
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